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(Ko model))

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, LUDWIG LAUTERBACH,
a citizen of Austria-Hungary, and a resident
of New York city, county and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Bath-Brushes, of which the
following is a specification.

This 1nvent10n relates to a bath-brush hav-

ing a rubbing-surface which is so constructed

that 1t will ret&m the moisture for an in-
creased length of time and will give 1t off as
1t may be requned ,

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation of my mlproved bath- brush,
and Fig. 2 a central section through the head
of the brush

The letter ¢ represents a rounded and flat-
tened head grooved at its rear face, as at a’,
and secured to one end of a handle . This
handle is made of econcavo-convex shape and

of alength to permit the bather to conven-
iently reach and massage his back. Upon

the front of the head ¢ is placed aninner layer
of sponge ¢, which is surrounded and confined
by an outer layer of luffa ¢ in contact with
the sponge. DBoth the sponge and the luifa
are secured to the same side of the head «,
the outer surface of the sponge being in con-
taet with the inner surface of the luffa. The
luffa d extends around the entire head ¢ and
is held thereto by a rubber cap ¢, fitted upon
the end of the handle and having reinforced
or beaded endse’. Oneof these beads presses
the luffa into the rear groove o' of head «,
while the other bead closes tightly against
the handle 6. In this way the layers ¢ and d

are securely held to the head ¢ and a tight
joint or packing is formed around the handle.

.

In use the brush is dipped into the water
and the bather can now massage his back in
a very agreeable manner. The luffa forms a
very deswable rubblnn*-body of such a con-
sistency as to instigate a free circulation of
the blood; but it gives off its water rapidly
and then becomes So dry and hard as to be-
come irritating, thus necessitating frequent
steeping. By backing the luffa with a layer
of sponge I not only obtam an agreeable flexi-
ble cushion, but I provide means for storing
a body of wa,ter directly next to the rear faee
of the luffa. Thus the slighest pressure will
cause the water to flow from the sponge into

the luffa, so that the latter remains moist and

pliable for a very long time. The result is
that my improved bath brush when once well
dipped will retain ifs moisture and will give
it off in proportion to the pressure apphed SO
that a very pleasant massage treatment{ may
be carried out.

What I claim 18— |

A bath-brush provided with a head, an 1in-
ner layer of sponge, and an outer layer of
luffa, both being mounted upon the same side
of the head, and the outer surface of the
sponge being in contact with theinnersurface
of the luffa, substantially as specified.

Signed by me at New York ¢ity, county and
State of New York, 1:1113 7th day of Deeember
1901,

LUDWIG LAUTERBACH.

Witnesses:
WILLIAM SCHULZ,
F. v. BRIESEN.
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