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To all whom it may concermn:

Beit known that I, EDWIN G.GORDON,a citi-
zen of the United States,residing in Paterson,
in the county of Passaic and State of New Jer-
sey, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Mail or Letter Drops; and I do
hereby declare the following tobea full,clear,
and exact deseription of the mventum such
aswill enable othersskiiledin the art to WhlGh
1t appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanyving draw-
Ings, and to characters of reference marked

thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion.

The object of this invention is to provide -

an improved apparatus of the kind in which
the movable flap or closure of a mail-slit or
mail-drop is combined with an indicator,pref-
erably in the form of an audible alarm, in
such manner that when the flap or closure is
moved 1n order to introduce mail through the
opening which it controls the indicator will
be operated, so as to call attention to the fact
that mail has been deposited through the mail-
drop.

According to the prefel red form of the in-
vention a common element is employed to ac-
tuate the flap or closure and the indicator, as

will appear in the accompanying dmwuws

and the following description,

Theinvention Wlll befound fullyillustrated
insaid drawings, wherein corresponding char-
acters of reference indicate like parts, and
wherein—

Figure 1 is a plan view of a portion of a
door,showing in position therein the said pre-
ferred formof my invention. Hig. 21is a hori-

zontal sectional view taken on the line « x in

Fig. 1, and Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view
on the line ¢ ¥ in Fig. 1.

The door « is provided, as usual, with the
slit or opening 0, through which the letters,

&e., are adapted to be introduced. The outer

face of the door is also provided with a recess
¢, with which the slit 6 communicates.

In the recesss ¢ is arranged a case compris-
ing sections d ande, havmﬂ opposed openings
The case-section d,
which is the body portion of the case, is in
the form of a rectangular box having its main
wall extended laterally on all sides, as at ¢,
to form a flange for receiving serews /i, where-

by the case is secured in place to the door.
Withinthe case-section d snugly fits the case-
section e, which consists of a plate having the
opposed edge portionss thereof bent off toward
the front wall of the case-section d. In the
portions 2 of the case-section e are mounted
the ends of a pair of parallel guide-rods j.
These guide-rods being vertically disposed
act to impart a true vertical rectilineal move-
ment to a flap or closure %, which, as seen in
Fig. 3, is adapted in its lowest position to
close the passage through the slit b. By
mounting the rods 7 in the manner described
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the walls of the case-section d, which are op-

posed to the ends of said mda, act as means for
confining the latter against ver tlcc‘tl move-
ment.

[ is a squared spindle which extends clear
through the case as well as the door, the bear-
ings for this spindle being f()rme'd by the
shank portion of a key m, which its outer end

carries and which is journaled in the front.

wall of the case-section d, and by a washer =,
having a squared opening to fit the spindle
and journaled in a plate o, which is secured
against the inner face of the door. On the
squared portion of the spindle are secured
cranks p and ¢, the former being within the
case and the latter on the inner end of the
spindle. .

ris a lever which is fulcrumed within the

case on a stud s, projecting from the case-

section ¢, one end of this lever projecting be-
neath a lugfon the top middle portion of the
closure £ and the other end being provided
with a pinu, engaginganotchat the end of the
crank p.

v is another lever which is fulerumed on a

pin 20, projecting from the inner face of the
| door and having one end provided with a
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notch «, receiving the pin w on the c¢rank g,

and the other end adapted to engage the op-

erating member 7 of an audible alarm z, se-
cured to the door.

Itisthought that the operation will be read-
ily understood.

posit mail through the door, the key m is
turned to the ]eft thus a,c,tuabmfr levers 7
and v, the former of Wthh raises the closure
k, S0 'that the- passage through the slit is
opened, and the latter effectmﬂ' the setting
off of the alarm, so that attention is called 1:0

When it is desired to de-_
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thefact that mail has been deposited.
the key is released, the closure is allowed to

“resume its initial position, covering the slit 0,

by the action of gravity. If the operating
member ¢ of the alarm 1s spring-controlled,

1t will coact with the ¢losure to return the key

to its initial position. .

1 1s a frame which may be secured on the
outer face of the case-section d and which
may receive an inscription bearing the num-
ber of the dwelling and the name of its occu-
pant on the door of which the device is se-
cured, 2and 3 beingsuitableopeningsthrough
which the said 1nscription may be seen.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination, with the part having
the letter-slit, of a movable closure control-
ling said slit, an indicator, a rotary spindle,
cranks onsaid spindle, and levers operatively
connecting the one one ot the eranks with the
indicating device and the other the other of
the ecranks with the closure, substantially as
described.

2. The combination, with the part having |

When |
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the letter-slit, of a vertically-sliding closure

controlling said slif, an indicator, a spindle,
cranks arranged on said spindle, and paral-
lel levers operatively connecting the one one
of the ecranks with the indicating device and
the other the other of the ecranks with the clo-
sure, substantially as described.

3. The combination, with the part having
the letter-slit, of a casing having openings
coinciding with said slit .and set into said
part, a vertically-sliding closure controlling
the way through said slit and openings and
arranged in sald casing, a spindle penetrat-
ing said part and the casing, an indicator,
cranks on said spindle, and parallel levers
operatively connecting the one one of the
cranks with the indicating device and the
other the other of the ecranks with the closure,
substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 13th day of
Aungust, 1902.

EDWIN G. GORDON.

W itnesses:

JOHN W. STEWARD,
ROBERT J. POLLITT.
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