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o all whom it may concers:

Beit knownthat I, WILLIAM k FREDRICK SI-
MON, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Gallon in the county of Crawford and State

s of Ohio, hme invented a new and useful Im-
provementin Trace-Holders, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This invention is an improved construction
of trace-holder, the object being to provide

.o an exceedingly cheap, simple, and efficient
apphanoe which can be attached to any of
the whiffletrees now in use for the purpose of
securing the end of the trace thereto, thus
avoiding the old-fashioned leather pin and

15 also complicated structures for the purpose
of accomplishing the same resualt.

With these objects in view the invention
consists, essentially, in the employment of a
3pring-wire loop fastened at its ends to the

20 upper face of the whiffletree by means of a
plate, said loop being shaped to hold the trace
in place upon the whiffletree, and the inven-
tion consists also in eertain details of con-
struction and novelties of combination, all of

25 which will be fully deseribed herelnafter and
- pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings forming part of this speeci-
fication, Figure 1is a perspeetive view illas-

trating a trace-holder constructed in accord-

30 ance with my invention and also showing the
operation thereof. Fig. 2 1s a top plan view.
Fig. 8 is a perspective view of the holder de-
tached from the whiffletree. Fig. 4 is a de-
tail sectional view, partly in elevation, and

35 illustrating the manner of connecting the
wire to the plate. Ifig. 5 is-a transverse sec-
tion taken on the lme 5 5 of Fig. 2.

In carrying out my invention I employ a
piece of spring-wire A, which is bent cen-

40 trally upon itself, as shown at A’. Portions

of the wire are then bent again at A*and then

at A%, thereby providing an upwardly-mcll ned
portion and a downwardly-extending shoul-
der portion. Portions of the wire are then
45 made to diverge slightly, and at A? they are
civen a slight bend, and the ends of the wire
are 1nserted in the rolled edges B’ of the plate

B, the extreme ends A° of tho wire belnﬂ' l

' edges of the plate B rest securely upon the

bent inwardly and pressed alongside the in-
ner edge of the said roll B', as most clearly
shown in Figs. 3 and 4. The plate B has an
opening B? through which a serew C is passed
for the purpose of securely fastening the
holder to the upper side of the whiffletree D.
When the holder is secured upon the whiffle-
tree, the bends A® will rest upon the whiiffle-
tree adjacent to its end, and the upwardly-
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inclined portion A’ will serve to guide the

trace E beneath the downwardly-projecting
portion of the wire between the bends A* and
A3, the main portions of the wire being held
away from the whiffletree a sufficient dlstance
to permit the trace to have a limited play
upon.the end-of the whiffletree. The rolled
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upper face of the whiffletree, and thereby pre-
vent turning movement upon the said whiffle-
tree. The plate being secured, it is obvious

‘that the holder is also secured. DBeing con-

structed of spring-wire, it will readily yield
when the trace is pressed over the end of the
whiffletree, and after the trace has passed be-
yond the bends A*it is obvious that it will be
impossible for the trace to become disengaged |
except by lifting the end of the spring-loop. 75
Having thus fully deseribed my invention,

70

what I elaim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. A trace-holder comprising a spring-wire
loop bent upwardly to provide a guiding por- 3o
tion and having a downwardly- extendm o por-
tion, and the plate having rolled edﬂ‘es the
ends of the wire loop being secured in the said

rolled edges, substantmlly as specified.

2. A trace-holder comprising a plate hav- 8 5
ing rolled edges, and the spring-wire bent
centrally upon itself at A', and bent also at
A* and A3, the ends of the wire being insert-
ed in the rolled edges of the plate and folded |
back upon the inner sides of said rolled edges, 9o
substantially as specified.

WILLIAM FREDRICK SIMON

YVWitnesses:
WiILL RETTIG, .
- JOE WILDENTHULEE.
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