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WHIFFLETREE-CLIP.
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To all whonv it Ml CORCETI:

Be it known that I, THOMAS JEFFERSON
BULLOCK, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Freedom, in the county of Barren
and State of Kentueky, have invented a new
and useful Whiffletree-Clip, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This invention is an improved construction
of whiffletree-clip, the object being to provide
a device by means of which the tug or trace
can be quickly and easily attached to or de-

tached from the end of the whiffletree; and

with this object in view the invention con-
sists in the novel features of construection and
arrangement, all of which will be fally de-

seribed hereinafter, and pointed out in the |

claims. |

In the drawings forming part of this speci-
fication, Figure 1 is a perspective view show-
ing the clip closed, the tug or trace being
shown attached thereto and in dotted lines.
Fig. 2 is a perspective view illustrating the
clip, the locking-plate being shown thrown
back and the tug or trace disengaged thore-
from. Fig. 3 is a horizontal sectional view.
Rigs. 4 and 5 are transverse sectional views.
Fig. 6 is a detail perspective view, partly in
section, showing a slightly-moedified form of
construction. |

In carrying out my invention I employ a
metallic ferrale A, into which the end B ot
the whitfl
rule being closed and thickened, as indicated
at C, and upon the exterior of said closed or
thickened end is a boss D, which is of such
size and shape that the cockeye of the trace
will fit snugly thereover.
rule is provided with a flange E, which, in
connection with the boss D, provides a groove
I for the purpose of receiving the cockeye G
of the trace. |

In order to hold the trace in engagement
with the boss and flange, I employ a locking-

i |

plate H, which is hinged at H'to the top of the

ferrule and is bent or grooved, as shown at I?,
in order to accommodate the flange K, the end
of the plate extending down parallel with the
face of the boss, and therebyholding the cock-
eve end of the trace in engagement with the

zo end of the ferrule, and in order to hold the

otree fits, the outer end of the fer- |

|

The end of the fer- |

eyl

plate in this position I employ a spring-bolt

I. which is located in a tubular extension K,
formed upon the ferrule A, the outer end of
said bolt being adapted to engage an aper-
ture I3, formed in the depending portion of
the locking-plate. Thebolthasan upwardly-
extending finger I', which extends through a
slot K, formed in the tubular extension and
by means of which the bolt can be withdrawn
so as to disengage the locking-plate, and when
the bolt is so withdrawn it is held in that po-
sition by means of a lug K2 back of which
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thesaid finger is placed, as most clearly shown

in Fig. 2. After the cockeye has been placed

over the boss the plate is turned down and 65

the bolt engages the opening, being forced

| into engagement by means of a spring L,

which is arranged within the tubular exten-
sion at the rear of the bolt, and as the plate
is turned down the laterally-projecting lip H*
engages the upper end of the finger I' and
throws it out of engagement with the lug K=,
and the spring will then act to throw the bolt

forwardly.

In Fig. 6 I have shown the clip constructed
and arranged to hold a trace G', which has
the ordinary hole or opening and is devoid of
the cockeye connection, and in such construc-
tion the boss D' is made narrower, so that it

will fitinto the elongated opening in the trace.

The other features of construction, however,

are exactly the same as those already de-
scribed. | |

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— | |

1. A whiffletree-clip comprising a ferrule
having an outer flanged end, a boss and a U-
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shaped groove between the boss and flange, a

movable plate adapted to cover the said end
of the ferrule and means for locking the plate
in position. S

9. A whiffletree-clip comprising a ferrule

| flanged at its outer end, a boss within the

i

flange, a hinged locking-plate perforated ad-
jacentoneside and adapted tocover the flange
and boss, ard a spring-bolt adapted to engage
the locking-plate. J

3. A whiffletree-clip comprising a ferrule

QO
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having a boss at the end, and a flange par- roo
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tially surmundmn‘sald boss, a tubular exten- | to engage the upwardl -pro;]ectmfr finger of

sion, a splmcr-aetuated bolt auanfred 1n said | the sprmﬂ'-actuated bolt, substantially as and
extension and provided with an Upwa,rdly- | for the purpose described.

projecting finger, a lug carried by the ferrule, THOMAS JEFFERSON BULLOCK.
5 and a hmﬂ'ed lockmg -plate attached to the Witnesses
ferrule and adapted to overlap the flange and WALTER T. DaAvIs,

boss, said locking-plate havmﬂ' a 11p adapted-- 1 - JOSEPH 8. J ONES.
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