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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HIRAM BURTON SMITH,
Sr., of Atlanta, in the county of Fulton and
State of Georgia, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Book-Holders;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable othersskilled in

‘the art to which it appertains to make and

use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, which form a part of
this specification. | |
My invention relates to the class of book-
holders or book-supports which are adapted
to be placed on or attached to a table, desk,
or other article of furniture, so as to hold a
book at any desired angle, and a holder of
such type when made in accord with my in-
vention comprises a base-board with a series
of ledges near one end, a bail carried by the
base-board, and a back board which is de-
tachably secured to the base-board and when
attached 1s maintained at an inclination with
the base, as will be hereinafter set forth.
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a book-holder which
embodies one form of my invention. Fig. 2
is a side elevation showing a part of the base
and a part of the back board. Fig. 3 is a
view similar to Fig. 2 of a modification. Fig.
4 is a side elevation, the back board being

laid upon the base; and Fig. 5 is a sectional

view taken longitudinally through one end
of the book-holder.

"T'he base-hoard A may be of any suitable
dimensions, and to its upper face adjacent to
1ts end there is secured a block B, which may
be of a single piece or composed of a plural-
ity of strips which extend across the board A
and are shaped to present a plurality of
notches or angular recesses 0, the end por-
tion or strip being undercut to provide an
overhanging ledge forengagement with a pro-
jecting portion of the back board. To the
base-board, at aslight distance from the inner
end of the block B or the last strip, there is
attached a cross-piece C, the front face there-
of being inclined at the same angle as the
front faces of the recesses b, and, as shown in

i

The back board D is of the same width as
the base-board at its lower end and is shaped
to fill the space between the block B and the
end strip C, and it is placed in position by
being slid sidewise into the recess and when
in place will be held in angular relation to

55

the base-board, being maintained substan-

tially at right angles to the rear faces of the
recesses. 'The construction shown admits of
the back board being readily attached and

- detached from the base-board.

The base A near its front end has recesses
e to receive the inwardly-bent ends of a wire
bail E, the extreme ends of which are bent to
lie on the same plane as the side bars, and
these ends are engaged by flat springs F, at-
tached to the base, such springs being mov-
able upward into recesses cut in the under
side of the block B. When the bail is raised,
the springs will bear upon the ends of the

bail and exert a tendency to throw the bail

toward the base-board.

With the construction shown it will be ob-
served that the back board can be readily de-
tached from the base and when attached will
be maintained at a fixed angle thereon. A
book where placed on the holder will bear
against the back board, and its lower end will
rest in one of the recesses, so that the book
may be maintained at any desired inclination,
and no matter where placed the bail will bear
against the pages to hold the book open. In
turning the leaves the bail may be moved
beyond the front of the base-board and will
be so held by the springs. The bend in the
cross-bar of the bail provides a convenient
grasping portion and prevents the bail when
swung forward lying flat upon the table or
desk which supports the base-board.

The herein-described device provides a
book-holder by means of which a book can be
held at any desired angle, and when not in
use the boards may be readily separated, and

‘the construction issuch thatitecan be manu-

factured at a small cost. |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— |

1. In a book-support, the combination with
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Fig. 3, below the inclined face the transverse | a base-board having adjacent to one end, a
plurality of recesses constructed to receive
the lower end of a book, of a back board de-

strip C may have a curved recess to accom-
modate the curved end of tho back board.
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tachably secured to the base-board to be main- | form to the shape of the recess and to bear
tained at an angle therewith, and a spring- { against the front face of the inclined block,
actuated bail pivoted to the front end of the | substantially as shown and for the purpose
base-board, substantially as shown. set forth. 15

¢ 2. Ina book-support, the combination of a In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature
base-board having a plurality of recesses con- | in the presence of two witnesses.

structed to receive the lower end of a book, : | -

a block having an overhanging edge, and ::'LI; HIRAM BURTON SMITH, 5.
. inclined block to the rear of said block with Witnesses:
10 the overhanging edge, and a back board the T. J. CRAWFORD,

E. M. REDWINIE.

lower end therecf being constructed to con-
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