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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM B. DEWEES,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Sa-
lina, in the county of Saline and State of
Kansas, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Body-Braces, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. -

My invention relates to improvements in

body braces orsupports particularly designed

to support the abdomen; and the object is to
simplify and improve the construction and
adaptation of body-braces.

The present improvements relate to the

back-pads of the device, and the purpose is |
to distribute the pressure on the back of the

wearer by providing four pads instead of two,
resulting in greater comfort to the wearer
and at the same time making the abdominal
blate or pad to seat against the body without
the tendency of slipping or moving upward.
Hxperience demonstrates that the weight of
the abdomen being carried or supported by
an instrument with but a single back-pad on
each of the terminals of the supporting-wire
causes too much pressure at a single point or

~ place to be comfortable for the wearer, and,
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besides, single pads are liable to slip from
thelr desired and required positions. To over-
come these deficiencies and to give additional
support higher up on the back and at differ-
ent lines on the muscles involved in the pres-
sure, I provide two back-padstoeach terminal
of the body and hip wire and unite each pair
of the pads by a flat spring-plate having a
particular shape and a central connection to
the terminals of the wire,

With these objects and purposes in view
the invention consists in the novel construc-

tion of parts and their arrangement and ag--

groupment in operative combination, as will
hereinafter be fully specified and the nov-
elty claimed and be particularly pointed out.

I have fully and clearly illustrated the im-
provements 1n the accompanying drawings,
wherein— - |

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of the com-
plete device. Iig. 2 is a rear view of the
back-pads, showing the fastening-straps in
proper arrangement. Fig. 3 is a sectional

view lengthwise through one.of the springs
and centrally through the pads.
Referring to the drawings, A designates a

‘

perforated thin metal plate adapied to set
against the lower portion or part of the ab-
domen. It may be provided with oppositely-
arranged pads 1 2, made integral with the
plate and adapted to serve as compression-
pads, as may be required. The plate is se-
cured to the body and hip wire 3 by ears 4,
clamped around the wire at proper points, as
shown in thedrawings. Inthe plateare fixed
oppositely - disposed studs 5, to which the
body-straps are detachably connected. The

{ body and hip wire 3 has its limbs bent to con-
form to the contour of the body and hips, be-

ing arched to fit over the hips and extending

from the front upward and outward, thence

around the hips and downward on the back
to the point desired. To the ends of the wire
3 are secured springs 6 7, made of thin metal
strips having their end portions curved in op-

posite directions, as shown, and their ends
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directed downward, asat 8, and secured cen- -

trally to the back-pads 9 by rivets, as shown
in the drawings. T'he back-pads 9 are made

of perforated disks of thin metal and formed

with a turned-up annular flange 10. The
flange 101srecessed at 11, in which the springs
seat and engage to hold the back-pads from
turning on their fastening-rivets. -

The springs 6 7 are secured to the ends of
the body-wire by means of headed studs 12,
fixed in the springsand about which the ends
of the wire are coiled.
fastening -straps, made, preferably, of non-
elastic textile material of sufficient strength
to withstand the strain to which they may be
subjected. To the front end of each strap is
detachably and adjustably connected a buc-
kle 15, formed with an extension 16, formed
with a keyhole-slot 17 to engage over the
heads of the studs 5 in the front plate A. The
attachment of the back end of the strap is
made to the studs 12 in the springs by means
of links or apertured plates 18, and the fas-
tening may be permanent. In the adjust-
ment of the article to the body the straps 13
14 are passed under.the opposite spring, as
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, so that the elasticity
of the springs will not be interfered with by
the pressure and tension of the fastening-
straps. | |

Having thus described the invention, what
18 claimed as noew is—

18 14 designate the

75

30

93.

95

109D




Wi

10

15

o

1. In a body support or brace, a front plate

to support the abdomen, a body-wire secured

to the plate with 1ts end% terminating at the
back, S-shaped springs secured to the termi-

nals of the body-wire, back-pads secured to

each end of the said springs, and fastening-
straps secured centrally to thesprings and de-
tachably and adjustably secured to the front
plate, as set forth.

2. A body support and braee, comprwmﬂ' a
front plate to support the abdomen and pro-

vided with studs projecting therefrom, a body |
and hip wire secured to the front plate and

extending to the back of the wearer, flat

springs having their limbs curved in opposite
directions, and secured at their middle to the
ends of the body-wire, metal disks constitut-
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ing' back - pads, secured to the ends of the

springs formed with upturned annular flanges
havmﬂ* a recess in their edges to engage over
the body of the springs and hold the back-
pads against turning on their supports, and
fastenmn'-stmps havmw one end secured to
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the studs in the middle ‘of the springs and ar-

ranged to extend under the opposite spring
with their other ends adjustably and detach-

ably connected to the studs on the front plate,

as set forth.
In testimony whereof 1 afu{ my mgnatnre
1in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM B. DEWEES.

Witnesses: -
R. P. CRAVENS,
F. TWOHIG.
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