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WILLIAM L. CORNELIUS, OF NEW LISBON, INDIANA.

BALLOT-BOX.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 719,195, dated January 27, 1903.

Apvlication filed May 23,1902, Serial No. 108,707,

(No model.)

To all whom i6 ey concerm: .

Beitknownthatl, WILLIAM L. CORNELIUS,
a citizen of the United States, residingat New
Lisbon, in the county of Henry and State of
Indiana, have invented a new and useful
Ballot-Box, of which the following is a speci-
fication. |

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments in ballot-boxes of that class used by se-
cret societies, clubs, and the like for casting
a secret ballot, and has for its prineipal ob-
ject to provide an improved form of ballot-
box in which the balls or other objects used
for balloting purposes are never handled
either by the persons voting or by the tellels
or other election-officers.

A still further object of the invention is to
so arrange and construct the ballot-box as to
permit the voter to casta ballot without mak-
ing known to another person the character
of votes cast and to render it 1mpossible tfor
any perscn near the ballof-box to see which
of the voting devices is manipulated by the
voter, while fzt the sametime giving the voter
a cleal and unobstructed view of such vote—
manipulating devices.

A still further object of the invention isto
so construct the device as to render it impos-
sible for a voter to accidentally cast both a
white and black ballot.

A still further object of the invention 18 to
so arrange and construect the ballot-receiving
compartments or drawer as to permit the
opening of the same without actually touch-
ing the drawer.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists in the novel construction
and arrangement of parts hereinafter de-
sceribed,illustrated intheaccompanyingdraw-
ings, and particularly pointed out in the ap-
pended claims.

In the drawings, Figare 1 is a longitudinal
sectional elevation of a ballot-box construect-
ed in aceordance with my invention. Fig, 2
1s a plan view of the same with the upper
portionof the box removed. Fig. 318 a trans-
verse sectional elevation of the box on the
line x « of HKig. 1. Fig. 4 is a longitudinal

section&l elevation of the box on the line 44 i

of Fig. 3. Fig. 5 is a transverse sectlonal

view of the bo*-;: showing the box partly re-
versed to per mﬂs the automatlc return of the |

[ balls to the delivery-receptacle.

Kio, 6 18 a
detail perspective view of the movable hood
of the ballot-box. Fig. 71s a transverse sec-
tional elevation of a portion of the structure
on the line y yof Fig. 1. Fig. 8 1Is an in-
verted plan view 1111181;1 ating a portion of the
mechanism for discharging the balls from the
delivery- reeeptaeles Flﬂ" 9 is a detail per-
spective view of one of the buttons and slides
for actuating the ball-delivery devices. Fig.
10 is a detached view of a portion of the
structure. Fig. 11 is a detail view illustrat-
ing the mechamsm for interlocking the two
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sl1deb when an attempt is made to simulta-

neously deposit a white and a black ballot.

Similar numerals of reference are employed

to indicate corresponding parts throughout
the several figures of the drawings.

The casing 10 is closed at the sides, ends,
and bottom and is provided with a lower
drawer 11, divided into two compartments by
a central partition 11*, one for the reception
of the white balls and the other for the re-
coption of the black balls or other ballotmg
devices. At the rear of the casing 1s a
spring 12, whieh is compressed whell the
drawer is moved inward, the drawer being
normally retained in closed position agamsb
the stress of the spring by a slidable catch

12*, so that when said catch is moved to re-

leasmg position the drawer will be forced
open by the spring to expose the ballots in
the two compartments. At the rear of the
box is a carrying-handle 13, by which the
box may be carried around and presented-to
the voters.

Supported within the casing 10 at a point

above the drawer isan inner casing or frame

14, having two delivery-receptacles for con-

taining the balls and arranged one for the
reception of the white balls and the other for
the reception of the black balls. These re-
ceptacles 15 and 16 are each provided with
delivery-openings, one communicating with
one compartment of the drawer and the other

counting of the ballot.
In the bottom of the dehvery—mceptaele 15
is a horizontally-disposed revoluble disk 17,
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' with the opposite compartment, so that the - -
| ballsarealways kept separate to facilitate the

I0D

mounted on a bolt or stud 18, Supported by G

the frame, and in the compa,rtment 16 lb a
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similar disk 17°, mounted on a stud 18*. ] having a push-knob 25%, the kizobs being dif-

The disks are provided with openings 17> 17¢,
respectively, said openings being arranged in
annular series near the edges of the disks.
In order to insure the entrance of the balls
in the several openings, the upper surface
of each disk is convex in form, so that the
balls will roll to the vertical wall of the re-
ceptacle and be properly gunided into said
openings. This permits of the employment
of a much greater number of ballots than
there are openings in the disks, the feed of
balls into the openings being automatie and
the apparatus being so arranged as toinsure
the discharge of all of theballsfrom the recep-
tacle when necessary. On the bottom of each
disk is secured a ratchet-wheel, as indicated
at 19 19%, said ratchet-wheels fitting in re-
cesses in the lower portion of the frame 14
and adapted for engagement by suitable
pawls to be operated by the voters.

In the lower portion of the frame 14 are
openings 20 and 20%, with whieh the disk-
openings may be moved into alinement in
order to successively discharge the balls car-
ried by the disks through said openings into
the receiving-drawer, while in order to pre-
vent the passage of more than one ball at each
operation I employ inclined guards or hoods
21 21%, projecting over the edge of the disks
at a point immediately above the discharge-
openings and preventing the passage of more
than one ball should there be any greater

- number of balls in the compartment than
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there are disk-openings to receive them.

As an. additional means for insuring the
entrance of the balls into the pockets or
openings of the disks I employ guard fingers
or pins 22 222, projecting over the top of the
disks from the inner walls of the receptacles,
sald pins being arranged slichtly in advance
of the discharge-openings, the rotative move-
ment of the disksserving to prevent the balls
lodging on the surface of the disks between

.the openings. - |

In the lower portion of the frame 14 are
two elongated longitudinally-disposed slots
28 23%, forming guides for the slides 24 242,
T'he slides are provided, respectively, with
spring-pawls 24°:24° for engagement with the
ratchet-wheels 19 and 19*, the inward move-
ment of each slide serving to impart a rota-

“tive movement to its connected ratchet-wheel
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and disk to the extent of a single tooth, and
as the number of ratchet-teeth are equal to
the number of ball-receiving openings in the
disks a disk-opening will be moved opposite
the discharge-opening and a ball discharged
at each operation of either of the slides. To
prevent rearward movement of the ratchet-
wheels, I employ spring check-pawls 24¢ and
24" for engagement with the ratchet-wheels.

To the front end of the slide 24 is secured
a block 25°, having a push-button 25 the stem
of which projects through a gniding-opening
in the frontof the casing, and in similar man-
ner the slide 24* is secured to a block 25¢

ferently colored or otherwise bearing distin-
guishing marks to indicate the discharge-disk
to which it is connected. In each of the
slides is a noteh for the reception of the end
of a transversely-disposed spring 26, having
a central fulerum in the lower portion of the
frame 14 and serving to keep the slides in the
forward position with the push-buttons pro-
Jjected outwardly from the front face of the
casing. | |

In the adjacent upper edges of the blocks
25° and 25° are recesses 27 272, having in-
clined lower walls in which are fixed stop-
pins 27 27¢, respectively, for engagement
with the depressed end of a spring-stop 28,
the rear end of which is secured to the upper
wall of the receptacle 15, as indiecated at 28%.
The blocks are further provided with guide-
pins 27¢ and 27¢ for engagement with the op-
posite sides of said spring-stop. Onthe lower

‘wall of the recesses are lugs 27f and 27¢, re-

spectively, disposed in transverse alinement
and normally engaging the lower surface of
the stop-spring and holding the latter up out
of the path of movement of the pins 27° and
27°.  In the operation of this portion of the
mechanism either of the blocks and its con-
nected slide may be pushed to the rear, while

the spring-supporting lug on the opposite

block holds the stop-spring in elevated po-
sition and out of the path of movement of
the stop-pin of the slide being moved. Should
an attempt be made to simultaneously force
both of the slides inward, both of the spring-
supporting lugs would be moved rearwardly,
permitting the forward and downwardly
curved end of the stop-spring to move into
the path of both of the pins 27" and 27¢, and

thus prevent further inward moveinent of

said slides. This prevents any accidental
voting of both black and white balls at the

same time.

Within the top of the casing is secured a
top piece 102, the opposite sides of which are
arranged at some little distance from the side

walls of the casing, the distance being less

than the diameter of the balls in order to pre-
vent any accidental escape of the balls from
the box.
ing division-plate 30, extending between the
side of the frame 14 and the adjacent side of
the casing, said division-plate being arranged
in alinement with the partition 15* between
the two discharge-receptacles 15 and 16. At
the lower end of the division-plate 30 is a
guide 307, extending forward to the partition
11* of the drawer. The top piece 10* also car-
ries a pivoted plate 31, forming one wall of
both of the discharge-receptacles, said plate
being notched in order to permit free inward
swinging movement over the end of the par-
tition 15*, while outward movement of said

| plate is prevented by contact with the inner

edge of the division-plate 30.
29 designates a movable hood having an ap-
erture 29* and provided with depending sides

This top member carries a depend-
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33, having slots 34 into which the front wall
of the casing may pass when the hood 1s ad-
justed to the position indicated by dotted
lines in Fig. 1 with the aperture 29* immedi-
ately over the push-buttons. When the bal-
lot-box is not in use, the side wings 33 fit with-
in the body of the box, being passed into the

spaces formed between the side walls of the

box and the frame 14 and locked into posi-
tion by the latch 36, adapted to engage a fixed
keeper 37, carried by the inner wall of the box,
the lateh and keeper being held engaged by
a spring 38, which must be depressed by
slightly forcing the hood to the rear when 1t
is desired to disengage the latch and permit
the adjustment of the hood to the dotted-line
nosition for voting purposes. |

In order to prevent the separation of the
hood from the ballot-box, the side wings are
provided with inwardly-projecting pins 39,
adapted to engage with the under side of the
top piece 10?, sufficient play being allowed to
permit of the adjustment of the hood to either
of its two positions, but preventing the entire
removal of the hood from the casing.

In using the device the hood is adjusted to
the dotted-line position, the black balls being

placed in one delivery -receptacle and the

white ballg in the other receptacle. The ofii-
cer in charge of the balloting then carries the
box by means of the handle 13, presenting its
front end to the voter. As the push-buttons
are directly under the aperture 29%, the voter
may readily distinguish the buttons or knobs
and be certain of pressing the one bearing the

color of the ball which he wishes to vote,while

the voter’s hand is entirely concealed from
observation. This aperture 29* is so small
that any person not looking directly down
through the aperture is unable to distinguish
the button depressed. On the depression of
a button the slide connected thereto is moved

theproper disk to bringa ball-openingin aline-
ment with the discharge - opening, through
whichitfallstooneof thecompartmentsinthe
drawer. The balls of different color are at all
times keptseparate, and when the ballotingis
completed the hoodisadjusted to the position
shown in full lines in Fig. 1. The officer In
charge of the box then raises the catch 12°
and permits the spring 12 to open the drawer,
exposing the contents of the drawer and per-
misting a counting of the ballot without any
one actually touching the drawer or in any
way handling the balls. After the vote is
connted the ballot-box is turned over, the
drawer being first closed, and the balls ran
into the passage-ways between the frame 14

and the side wall of the casing, being there

separated by the division - plate 30. The
weight of the balls moves the swinging plate

31 inward, allowing the balls to run into their
respective discharging compartments 15 and.

16, after which the ballot-boxisagainin readi-
ness for use. | -

— |

S

While the construction herein described,
and illustrated in the accompanying-draw-

| ings, is the preferred form of the device, it is

obvious that various changes in the form, pro-
portions, size, and minor details of the struc-
ture may be made without departing from the
spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages of
my invention. |
Having thus
Iclaim is— o
1. A ballot-box having an upper delivery-
receptacle and a lower receiving-receptacle,

described my invention, what
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a discharge-opening between the two, a rev-

oluble disk arranged in the lower porfion of
the delivery-receptacle and forming the bot-
tom thereof, said disk being provided with

‘ball-receiving openings, and means for oper-
‘ating said disk to move such openings into

alinement with the discharge-opening.

2. A ballot-box having an upper delivery-
receptacle and a lower receiving-receptacle,
a discharge-opening between the two, a rev-
oluble disk arranged in the lower portion of
the delivery-receptacle and forming the bot-
tom thereof, said disk being provided near
its outer edge with an annular series of ball-
receiving openings movable into alinement

with the discharge-opening, the upper sur-

face of said disk being convexed to assist in
the entrance of the balls into the openings,
and means for intermittently rotating said
disk. :

30
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3. A ballot-box having an up-p:er. trfleli—v_ery'---j :

receptacle and a lower receiving-receptacle,
- a discharge-opening between the two, a rev-

oluble disk arranged in the lower portion of

100

the delivery-receptacle and forming the bot- -
tom thereof, said disk being provided with -

an annular series of ball-receiving openings

105

movable into alinement with the discharge- -

openings, a guard carried by the wall of the

receptacle at a point above the disk in verti-

cal alinement with the discharge-opening, a

ratchet-wheel carried by the disk, and a mov-
able pawl for engaging said ratchet-wheel. .
- 4. -A ballot-box having a plurality of deliv-

110

ery-receptacles, each for the reception of a -

different class of ballot, and a plurality of

receiving-receptacles, discharge-passages ar-
ranged between the delivery and the receiv-

I15

ing receptacles, revoluble disks arranged in .=

the lower portion of the delivery-receptacles

and forming the bottom thereof, said disks
having ballot-receiving openings movableinto

120

alinement with the discharge-passages, and
means for revolving such disks to effect the

discharge of the ballots.

5. A ballot-box having a plurﬁality of deliv-. -

ery-receptacles, each for the reception of a

different class of ballot, and a plurality of
receiving-receptacles, discharge-passages ex-
tending between the delivery and receiving
receptacles, a revoluble disk forming the bot-

tom of each delivery-receptacle, said disks
being each provided with an annular series of
ballot-receiving openings movable into aline-

12 5
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ment with the discharge-passages, ratchet-
wheels carried by said disks, and means for
intermittently rotating said ratchet-wheels.
6. Aballot-box comprising aninclosing cas-
ing having in its upper portion a plurality of

delivery-receptacles each having an aperture

forthedischarge of the ballots, and a plurality
of receiving-receptacles with which said ap-
ertures communicate, a revoluble disk form-
ing the bottom of each of the delivery-recep-
tacles, said disks having ball-receiving open-
ings adapted to be moved consecutively into
alinement with the apertures, and push-but-
tons for independently operating said disks.

7. Aballot-box comprising aninclosing cas-
ing having an upper delivery-receptacle and
a lower receiving-receptacle, a discharge-pas-
sage leading between the two, a revoluble
disk arranged in the lower portion of the de-
livery-disk and forming the bottom thereof,
sald disk being provided with an annular se-
ries of ball-receiving openings movable into
alinement with the discharge-passage, a guard
carried by the wall of said receptacle above
the disk and in vertical alinement with the
discharge-passage, and an auxiliary guard-
pin extending over the top of the disk and
serving to guide the balls into the receiving-
openings of said disk. - |

3. A ballot-box having a plurality of deliv-
ery-receptacles, each for the reception of a
different class of ballots, and a plurality of
receiving-receptacles, discharge-passages ex-
tending between the delivery and receiving
receptacles, a revoluble disk forming the bot-
tom of each of the delivery-receptacles, said
disks being each provided with an annular
series of ballot-receiving openings movable
into alinement with the discharge-passages,
ratchet-wheels carried by said disks, spring-
pressed slides having actuating - knobs ar-
ranged outside of the box, and pawls carried
by said slides for engaging said ratchet-
wheels. |

9. The combination with a ballot-box hav-
ing ballot-delivery receptacles, of discharging
meansincluding a pairof reciprocatory slides,
a locking device for preventing simultanecus
inward movement of both slides, and means
carried by each of the slides for holding said
locking device in inoperative position during
the inward movement of the mating slide.

10. T'he combination with a ballot-box hav-

ing ballot-delivery receptacles and discharg-
ing means including a pair of slides, of a
spring-stop extending partly over both slides,
stop-pins carried by said slides and adapted
to engage the spring-stop when both slides are
simultaneously pressed, and a lug earried by
each slide for holding the stop in inoperative
position during the inward movement of the
mating slide.

11. The combination with a ballot-box hav-

719,195

ing ballot-delivery receptacles, of discharging
means including a pair of movable slides each
having an inclined portion, stop-pinsand lugs
arranged thereon, and a spring-stop normally
In contact with the lugs and held thereby in
a plane above the top of the stop-pins.

12. A ballot-box ecomprising an ineclosing
casing having ball delivery and receiving re-
ceptacles, discharge-passages extending be-
tween the two, a revoluble disk forming the
bottom of each of the delivery-receptacles,
sald disks being each provided with an annu-
lar series of ballot-receiving openings adapted
to be consecutively alined with the apertures,
a ratchet-wheel on each of said disks, spring-
pressed slides having pawls for engaging the
ratchet-wheels, and means for automatically
locking slides when an attempt is made to si-
multaneously operate the same.

75

30

13. The combination in a ballot-box, of in-

dependent ballot-delivery receptacles having
discharging means, exterior push - buttons
connected thereto, a fixed lid extending over
the top of the receptacles and spaced from the
sides of the casing, and an adjustable supple-
mental cover having depending recessed side
portions adapted to fit between the lid and
the inner walls of the casing, said cover being

Qo

provided with an.aperture through which the

buttons may be observed when the cover is
adjusted to form a hood.

14. T'he combination in a ballot-box, of the
independent delivery-receptacles divided by
a central partition, a drawer having a parti-
tion dividing the same into independent re-

celving-receptacles, a passage extending from

the upper portion of the drawer to the deliv-
ery-receptacles, a partition arranged in said
passage to separate the different classes of
ballots, and a single plate pivotally arranged
at the upper portion of the passage and mov-
able inwardly to permit the entrance of the
balls to the delivery-receptacles, said plate
having a notch to permit the inward move-
ment of the plate over the partition between
the receptacles.

15. The combination with a ballot-box hav-
ing discharging and receiving receptacles,
mechanism extending out through one end of
the box for effecting the discharge of the bal-
lots, a drawer forming the receiving-recepta-
cles, a spring normally tending to force said
drawer to open position, a catch carried by
the box-casing and engaging the drawer, and
an external slide ecarrying said catch, substan-
tially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses. .

WILLIAM L. CORNELIUS.

Witnesses:

CHAS. E. LYNN,
Eric LAwmB.
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