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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, IRVING B. BROWER, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city and county of Phlladelphm State of
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Electrie Car- Signs, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention consists of ‘a car-sign which
is provided with means for electrically illu-
minating the same, the current therefor being
established by the support of the frame of the
sign, the removal of the sign from said sup-
port breaking the circuit and leaving the sup-
port dead, provision being made for reversing
the sign and firmly retaining the same in po-
sition,and other features are provided, as will
be hereinafter described, and pointed out in
the claims.

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
an electric car-sign embodying my invention.
Fig. 2 represents a vertical section of a por-
tion on line = z, Ifig. 1. Fig. 3 represents a
section on line % v, Iig. 2. Figs. 4 and 5 rep-
resent perspective views of detached members
of the device.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the figures.

Referring to the drawings, A designates a
frame having on the end thereof the stub B,
the latter having therein the insulated plug,
pin, or screw C, to which is attached the con-
duetor D, which leads to the electriclamps in
sald frame, one of said lamps being shown
dotted in Flg 1, the frame thus bemfr illumi-

nated.

K designates a bmcken which is adapted to
be secured tec a proper part of a car-body.
On the interior of the lower portion of the
body of said bracket are the recess F and
the passage or channel G, which latter opens
from ‘the side of said body to said recess,
whereby the stub I3 may be passed through
said channel and enter said recess and be
seated on the latter, as most plainly shown in
Figs. 2 and 3.

The neck or hanger E' of the bracket K is
tubular and receives the conductor H, whose
lower end 18 connected with the contact-piece
J, which consists of a piece of resilient metal
or material having its lower portion bent up
on 1tself, forming the foot K, which is seated
in the eye L of the porcelain plate M, which

1‘

occupies the outside side of the body of the

bracket K and is sustained thereon in any
saitable manner.

Projecting inwardly from the neck E' is the

finger N, which is adapted to engage with

| either of the retaining devices P on the ad-

jacent end of the frame A, said devices con-
sisting of the convex portions Q,forming bent-
out shoes which projectin opposite directions,
and having the intermediate flat portion R
and the ontwardly-projecting lip S, whereby
when the frame 1s turned the respective por-
tions Q yield and permit the finger N to reach
the portion R and lip S, (see Fig. 1,) by which
provision the frame is prevented from im-
proper turning, but the portion  yields un-
der superior force, and so permits the disen-

cagement of the finger N from the retalmnﬂ'.

devxee P.

In practice the retainers or retaining de-
vices P are each formed of two pieces connect-
ed at their central portions by the serews P'.

The upper wall of the channel or passage G

is projected forwardly beyond the lower wall

thereof, forming the canopy T, which acts as

a shed or ﬂ'uald for preventmcr rain or water

that may fall on said upper wall from enter-
ing the recess K.

It is of course evident thab the frame or cas-
| ing A is provided at its other end (not shown)

wwh a stub, such as B, and the car-body has
a bracket, such as K, to receive and support
said end, together with appurtenances of said
parts sm:ular to that shown in the drawings
for one end. |

The operation is as follows The stubs B are
passed through the channels G and seated in
the recesses F. As the stubs déscend to their
seats the projecting ends C' of the pins C as
electrodes press against the upper limbs of
the pieces J. The pieces J are resilient, so
as to yield. The wires or conducters are at-
tached to said pieces opposite to the grooves
U’, which provide space for the adjacent por-
tions of said conductors when the pieces are
sprung back to receive contact of C'; but
they nevertheless press firmly against said
ends C' of the pins C and form a close con-
tact therewith, thus establishing an electrical
communication with the lamps in the frame

or casing A, and thereby illuminating the

latter as a sign, as a positive wire is run in
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the hanger on one end of the frame A and
newatwe wire In hanger on the other end of
the frame A, thus forming a circuit, as de-
seribed in orlﬂ‘mal patent. The frame may

be rotated by superior force, the stubs B now

constituting journals or the axis of the frame,
the same rotating on the brackets, whereby
the name of the stree$ or route for the return
trip or change in the roufe may be presented
to the front. In this case the upper device
P, moving with the frame, clears itself of the
adjacent finger N. Then when the lower de-
vice P reaches said fingers, the members of
the former yield until said device is in oper-
ative position, when the finger N is again con-
trolled by the spring members of said device,
and thus prevented from rotating.

When illumination of the sign is not re-
quired, the frame A is raised and thestubs B
directed from the recesses or seats I through
the channel G, whereby the ends C' of the
pins C are withdrawn from the pieces J, thus
immediately breaking the cireuit, the brack-
ets I for the time being dead and always
dead, as the electric-light wire H is thor-
oughly insulated and running through the
hollow tube in the bracket OI]]_Y connects with
the spring, which, being incased in porcelain
plate, makes the entire hanger always insu-
lated. It will also be noticed that the con-
tact-piece J occupies a chamberin the bracket

- K. and the conductor H reaches said contact-
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piece through the neck E’, so that both said
members are inclosed and guarded from the
weather and against contdc‘n

The conductor H receives its current from
any suitable source on the car or elsewhere.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Lettel S
Patent, is—

1. In an electric sign of the character de-

scribed, a frame adapted to be illuminated, a |

bracket adapted to support said frame, and
having a chamber therein and aresilient piece
occupyling said chamber and adapted to con-
tact with a conductoron said frame, said piece
and theilluminator of said frame being in an
electric circuit.

2. In anelectricsign,aframe provided with
means for electrically illuminating the same,
a stub on an end thereof, forming a journal by

719,180

which said frame may be rotated, a bracket;

adapted to form the bearing for said stub, a
contact-piecein sald bracket, and a conductor

in connection with said piece, said stub carry-
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ing aconductor, which leadstotheilluminator .

of said frame and is adapted to engage said
coutact-piece, said bracket having a chamber
within which said contact-piece is seated and
inclosed and the neck of said bracket inc¢los-
ing the conduetor of said contact-piece.

3. In an electric sign, a bracket, a frame
adapted to be supported on a seat therein, an
electric illuminator in said frame, and means
for forming the circuit for said illuminator
and breaking the same by the removal of said
frame from said bracket, said bracket having
a water-guard for said seat and being made
thoroughly waterproof on the side toward the
sign A by means of the plate U on which is
the stub B covering the entire inside opening
and the bracket is made thoroughly water-

| proof outside opposite the frame A by means

of porcelain plate M fitted in the bracket.

4. Inan electricsign, a bracket, a frame, an
electricilluminatorin the latter, a 30111'11&1 on
sald frameadapted tohaveits bearlngs on sald
bracket, a conductor in said journal leading
to sald illuminator, a plate of porcelain or
equivalenton said bracket and a contact-piece

| carried by said plate, and a conductor con-

nected with said piece, the conductor of the
illuminator being adapted toengage with said
contact-piece.

o. In an electric sign, a rotatable frame, an
electric illuminator bhereln a bracket on
which said frame 1is mounted, a finger pro-
jecting from said bracket, and bent-out shoes
projecting from said frame in opposite diree-
tions, the portion intervening between said
shoes being adapted to have said finger seated
therein.

6. Achambered bracket a mtatable frame
having a journal seated in said bracket, a con-
tact- pieee within said bracket, and an eye in
satd bracket, said eye receiving the foot of
sald contact- plece

IRVING B. BROWER

Witnesses:
WuM. C. WIEDERSHEIM,
JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM.
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