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Yo all whony ity coneern: -
Be it known that I, GEORGE (. SLEETH, a

citizen of the United States, residing in the

city of Newark, county of Essex, State of New

Jersey, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Garment-Supporting De-
vices, of which the following 18 a specifica-
tion, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 shows a view of the device as used;
Fig. 2, a view of the device for connecting
the waist and skirt, said parts being sepa-
rated; Fig. 3, an edge view of the connecting
device; Fig. 4 a back view of the device,
which is connected to the waist; Fig. 4%, a
plan view of the device shown in Fig. 4; Fig.
5, a plan of the belt with the connecting de-
vice arranged thereon and showing the two-
part buckle, and Tig. 6 a front elevation of
the two-part buckle by which the two ends of
the belt are connected.

My invention relates to supporting devices

for women’s apparel, and particularly to

means for sustaining the dress-skirt and at
the same time holding down the shirt-waist.

One of the objects of my improvement is
to provide a simple and inexpensive device
for this purpose which shall at the same time
hold the garments securely in place and be
easily adjusted by the wearer. Lo this end
I provide a supporting belt or band adapted
to be secured around the waist of the wearer
by means of a two-part buckle device which
permits of the simultaneocus adjustment of
the belt from each of its ends, so that the se-
curing device carried by the belt will be main-
tained in the middle of the back and the
buckle will be centrally at the front of the
wearer. This is an important feature, be-
cause where the belt is adjusted by pulling
only on one end thereof the bucile is apt to he
drawn toward one side, and the securing de-
vice carried by the belt at back of the wearer

is also likely to be displaced from its central

position. In order that both ends of the belt

may be simultaneously ad] usted, it 1s neces-
sary to provide a buckle which will operate
with a frietional grip and whieh is free from
teeth or tines or other devices which arve
adapted to pass through the belt. Upon this
belt or band and longitudinally adjustable
thereon is a connecting device which 18 pro-

-under a keeper 7.

[ vided with means for engaging a device on a

waist and a device on the skirt, thereby con-
necting the waist and the skirt and serving
as a support for the skirt.

Referring to the various parts by numer-

als, 1 designates the belt or band, whose ends

are bound by the strips 1%, and slidably
mounted thereon about midway its ends 1s &
connecting device or plate 2, whose upper
ond is formed into an inward and downward
oxtending hook 3 and whose lower end 18
formed into an outward and upward extend-
ine hook 4. Secured to the waist 1s a plate
5, which is formed with a horizontal slot,
through which is adapted to extend the hook
3. This plate 5 is provided with a pivoted
pin 6, whose free end is adapted to engage
By means of this pin the
plate 5 may be temporarily connected to the
waist at the middle of the back. Connected
to the skirt on the inner side of the skirt-band
is a plate 8, which is formed near its upper
edge with a horizontal slot 9, through which
is adapted to extend the hook 4 of the con-
necting device 2. This plate 8 18 provided

with a pivoted pin 10 and a keeper 11, by

means of which it may be temporarily but se-
curely fastened to the skirt. Below the pin
the plate 10 is formed with a depending ex-
tension 12 of considerable length, the object
of which is to maintain the plate flat against
the skirt when said plate is engaged over the
hook 4, and to thereby prevent the acciden-
tal disconnection of the plate from the hook
4 of the connecting device.

While I have shown only one connecting
device 2 on the belt and one of each of the
devices 5 and 8, it is evident that more than
one set of these devices may be employed, it
desired, in order that the skirt and walst may
be connected at more than one point. |

I provide a two-part buckle by which the

| simultaneous adjustment ot both ends of the
This buckle consists
of two open wire frames 135, across each of

belt is accomplished.
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which extends a movable bar 14, which is

formed into an eye 14* at each of its ends,
said eyes embracing loosely the side bars of
the frame, these frames being detachably con-
nected together by means of a rigid hook 15,
carried by one of the frames. Kach end of

| the belt is passed outward through one of the
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- by the lower hook of
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'65 gaged by the upper hook of the connecting |

2

frames 13, over the bar 14, and is then turned ] device, a slotted plate
~ Inward back through the

frame and lies upon
the main part of the belt on the outer side

thereof and under the rear cross-bar and the

lifting-piece 16, as shown ciearly in Fig. 5.
It is obvious from this arrangement that by
drawing outward the ends of the belt the belt
will be tightened around the wearer and that
when the ends of the belt are released the
outward strain on the main part of the belt
will crowd the movable bars toward the outer
end bars of the frames, and thereby prevent
the slipping thereof. To release the belt, the
outer end bars of the frame are moved out-
ward from the wearer by means of the small
rigid extension or lifting - piece 16 secured
thereto. Itwillthusbeseen thatthe connect-
ing device 2 may be placed about in the mid-
dle of the band 1 and that after it is connect-
ed to the
and to the plate 8, connected to the skirt, the
belt may be tightened by sim ultaneously
drawing outward both ends of the belt and
that the connecting device 2 will not be moved
from its position in the middle of the back of
the wearer and that the buckle device wil] be
retained centrally at the front of the wearer.
T'he advantage of this is obvious.
the necessity of specially adjusting the con-
necting device on the band in order that it
may be in the middle of the back and the
buckle centrally in front of the wearer when
the belt has been tightened to its final POSi-
tion. It also avoids all lateral strain on the
connecting device, tending to shift them from
bheir proper position during the tightening of
the belt. |

Having thus deseribed my invention, what

Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is-— | | .

1. A garment-supporting device consisting
of a belt, a connecting device carried thereby
and extending transversely of the same and
formed at its upper end with an inward and
downward extending hook, and at its lower
end with an upward and outward extending
hook, a slotted plate adapted to be tempo-
rarily connected to a shirt-waist and to be en-
gaged by the upper hook of the connecting
device, a slotted plate adapted to be tempo-
rarily connected to a skirt and to be engaged
the connecting device
this latter plate being provided with a de-
pending extension or tailpiece for the purpose
set forth.

2. A garment-supporting device consisting
of a belt, a connecting device slidable thereon

and extending transversely of the same and

formed at its upper end into an inward and

downward extending hook, and at its lower
end into an upward and outward extending |

hook, a slotted
keeper by
nected to a shirt-waist and adapted to be en-

plate provided with a pin and
which it may be temporarily con-

plate 3, secured to the shirt-waist

It avoids
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and keeper by which it may be temporarily
connected to a skirt and adapted to be en-
xaged by the lower hook of the connecting de-
vice and being provided with a depending ex-
tension ortailpiece substan tially as deseribed.

9. A garment-supporting deviee consisting
of a belt, a skirt and waist con necting device
mounted thereon and extending transversely
thereof, means whereby said connecting de-

provided with a pin
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vice may be detachably connected to a waist |

and to a skirt, and a two-part buckle device
carried by the belt and consisting of two open
frames each of which is formed with g rear-
ward-extending lifting-piece and is provided
with a bar mounted on the side bars of the
frame and adapted to slide toward and from
the rearbarthereof,a forward-extending hook
secured to the forward bar of one of said
frames and adapted to engage the forward
bar of the other frame to detachably conneect
the two frames, each end of the belt being

30

connected to one frame by being passed for- |

ward under the slidable cross-bar then looped
through the frame over the cross-bar and then

go

rearward under the rear barand lifting-piece,

whereby, when the frames are connected, the

rearward strain on the main body of the belt
will cause the slidable cross-bar to grip the
belt, and whereby a pull on the ends of the
belt will cause it to slide through the frames
and permit the belt to be tightened without

shifting the buckle or the skirt and waist con-

necting means. o

4. A garment-supporting device consisting
of a belt, a skirt and waist connecting device
mounted thereon and extending transversely
thereof, means whereby said connecting de-
vice may be detachably connected to a waist
and to a skirt, and a two-part buckle device
carried by the belt and consisting of twoopen
frames each of which is provided with a bar
mounted on the side bars of the frame and
adapted to slide toward and from the rear bar
thereof, means to detachably connect the two
frames, each end of the belt being connected
to one frame by being passed forward under
the slidable cross-bar,then looped through the
frame over the cross-bar and then rearward
under the rear bar, whereby, when the frames
are connected, the rearward strain on the

‘main body of the belt will cause the slidable
-cross-bar to grip the belt, and whereby a pull
on the ends of the belt will eause it to slide-

through the frames and permit the belt to be
tightened without shifting the buckie or the
skirt and waist connecting means. |

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my

L Ty

signature, in the presence of
this 5th day of May, 1902.

GEORGE C. SLEETH.

two witnesses,

Witnesses: |
1. H. F11Z GERALD,
J. M. SHELLABARGER.
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