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{0 «ll whom it may concer:

Beitknown thatl, JOSEPH A. BLANCHARD,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Waterbury, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented certain
new and useful Improvementsin Supporting-
RestsforInvalids;andldo declarethe follow-

ing to be a full, clear, and exact description

of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

My inventiion relates to improvements in
supporting-rests for invalids in which an up-
right frame operates in combination with an
inclined supporting-frame to which may be
attached suitable arms and a table; and the

objects of my improvement are, first, to pro-

vide the means for strongly supporting the
sapporting-frame at any desired angle, and,
second, to afford facilities for the proper ad-
justment ol the supporting-irame, so that the
same may be set at any desired angle while
the upright frame remains vertical and the
table horizontal. I attain these objects by
the mechanism illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings, in which—

IFigure 118 a detailed view in perspective of
the whole machine; Kig. 2, a side view of the
guide-plate; and _I‘lﬂ* 3, a top view of the
hinge and stud by Which, in connection with
the escutcheon shown in Fig. 1, the tableis se-
cured to the supporting-frame; and Fig. 4, a
side elevation of one of the side rails of the
apright frame.

Similarletters refertosimilar partsthrough-
out the several views.

This device consists of three principal
parts, the upright frame A, the supporting-
frame B, and the table O the supporting-

frame B being attached to the upright frame

A by means of a long rod m, threaded upon
each end, extending through the ends of the
frame B and through slots ¢ in the upright
frame and having thumb-serews { on the ends
of said rod to securely hold said frames to-

cether. "Toobtaina more uniform and secure

adjustment,a guide-plate b is placed between
the thumb-screw / and the outer edge of the
upright frame.

The table C is attached to the supporting-
frame by meansof a hinge and stud ¢ engag-

ing an escutcheon d attached to the outside

rail of the supporting-frame.

The upright frame is designed to be set
against the head of an ordinary bedstead
and may be secured thereto, if desired, by a
serew extending through the hole 7 in the top
rail of the upright frame or by any other
suitable means, it being unnecessary, how-
ever, for the successful operation of this de-
vice to secure the upright frame to the bed-
stead, as the inclining supporting-frame will
keep it in its place.

To prevent injury to the headboard of the
bedstead, I have provided the pads g, which
may be attached to the rear of the side rails
of the upright frame. These may be made
of rubber or of any other suitable material.

The cross-rails of the supporting-frame are

placed at a suitable distance from the ends

| of the side rails, the tops of the eross-rails be-

ing placed even with the tops of the side rails,
making a suitable surface, to which a can-
vas or other material n, as shown in Kig. 1,

for supporting the 1nva11d may be attached.

When the canvas is thus attached to the top
of the rails of the supporting-frame, a half-
round molding A is tacked around the edge of
the canvas, giving the supporting-frame a fin-
ished appea,l ance, and by means of the brads
which extend through the half-round mold-
ing into the rails of the supportmg-fmme the

i canvas is the more securely held in place.

The table C when attached to the support-
ing-frame B by the means above set forth

 may be adjusted so as to be level by means
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of thumb-serews ¢ and theslots j through the

legs e.

‘When in operation, the supporting-frame
B may be adjusted at any desired angle by
loosening the thumb-screws [ and then fore-

ing the tOp of the supporting-frame eitherup
to secure a less or down to secure a greater
angle.

The escutcheon d is p10V1ded with a num-
ber of holes toengage thesftud in the hinge c,
so that the table “When attached to the sup-

‘porting - frame while at any angle may be

made to sit horizontally.
Having thus fully deseribed myinvention,
what I clalm and desire to secure by Letters
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1. Inasupporting-rest forinvalids,the com-
bination of an upright frame A having the
side rails slotted; a supporting-frame B pro-
vided with means of adjustable attachment
to sald upright frame and having secured to
1ts top surface a covering 7 of canvas or other

suitable material and to the side rails thereof

escutcheons; and a table provided at one end
with means of attachment to the supporting-
frame and having at its other end legs and

means of adjustment so that the table may be

supported at any desired height or angle.
2. Inasupporting-rest forinvalids the com-
bination of an escutcheon mounted upon the

side rail of the supporting-frame, said es- !

cutcheon being provided with a number of
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holes therein similar to a common keyhole:
and a hinge mounted upon and attached to
the supporting-arms of a table, said hinge
being provided at one end with holes through
which the same may be attached to said sup-
porting-arms and ab its opposite end with a
projecting stud-head to engage the holes in
sald escutcheon. -

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand, this 29th day of March, 1902, in the
presence of two witnesses.

JOSEPH A. BLANCHARD.

"Witnhesses: |
PATRICK J. MCMAHON,
"FREDK. M. PEASLEY.
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