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To all whomwy it maly concern:

Be it known that I, JEREMIAH PP. JOHNSON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Detroit, in the county of Wayne and State
of Michigan, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Vehicle-Bodies, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had therein to the accompanying
drawings.

Theinvention relates to vehicle-bodies, and
has more particular reference to the construc-
tion of licht-carriage bodies.

The invention c¢onsists in the peculiar con-
struction of the strengthening-braces for re-
inforeing the corners of the body and for pro-
tecting the exposed edges, as more fully here-
inafter described and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

view of a portion of the vehicle-body to which |

the improvements are applied. Fig. 2 18 a
similar view showing the manner of applying
the corner-brace, and Fig. 3 is a vertical sec-
tion through one corner of the body.

The body comprises a bottom section A,
sides B, and end C, all preferably formed of
thin boards of wood and united to each other
in any suitable manner. In order to protect
the upper exposed edge of the board, 1t 1s cus-
tomary to cover the same with a metallic strip.
With my present construction I employ a
metallic protecting-strip for the exposed edge,
which is so constructed as to form a brace for
strengthening the corner of the body. T'ofur-
ther strengthen the body, I also use a metal-
lie strip of angle cross-section, which protects
the corner formed by the juncture of the sides
and end. Thisstrip is slitted at opposite ends,
so as to form flanges that may be bentover at
the top and bottom, said flanges being nailed
or otherwise secured to the body, while the
top flanges are also held in position by the
metallic edge-protecting strip.

The parts just described are preferably con-

structed as showninthedrawings,in which—
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D is a metallic edge-protecting strip. This
strip is formed in two similar sections ¢ and
b, each of which is of angle form and com-
prises the portion e, adapted to extend along
the edges of the side B, and the portion f, ex-
tending for a short distance along the end C.
The portions e and fare integral and together
form a correr which registers with the corner

ported.

| of the body. They are also preferably formed

of segmental cross-section, the under face be-
ing concaved.
tends to cover the entire length of the edge ot
the side from the end thereof to the raised
center portion I, upon which the seat is sup-
The portion f, however, is of con-
siderably lesser length and only covers a por-
tion of the end C. The sections ¢ and b are

| preferably struck up from asheet-metal blank

to form the segmental cross-section, and as
the portion fis comparatively short the blank
can be cut from a sheet without great waste.

E is a corner-protecting strip which con-
sists of a bar of angle cross-section,having i1t
upper and lower ends slitted at an angle, so
as to be capable of being bent over at the
top and bottom of the body. At the upper
end the metal is cut away, so that when the
flanges f’ and g are turned over they will
form a miter-joint with each other, as shown
in Fig. 2. These flanges are then secured in
position, preferably by nails ¢', and are fur-
ther held by the securing of the sections
and b, which cover said flanges, as shown In
Ifigs. 1 and 3.

The edge-protecting strips D are prefer-
ably secured to the edge of the body by nails
passing through apertures /2 therein.

With the construction as described 1t 18
obvious that not only is the edge of the body
protected, but also the corners formed by the
juncture of the sides and end, and the whole
body is strengthened by the bracing of the
metallic angles. o

What I claim as my invention is—

1. Ina carriage-body, the combination with
the box comprising side and end sections
joined together, of a protecting-strip of an-
ole cross-section formed by a sheet- metal

' stamping fitting over and secured to the cor-

ner formed by the juncture of said side and
end sections, said strip being bifurcated at op~
posite ends and having the furcations re-
spectively overlapping the top and bottom of
said box, and a metallic protecting-strip se-
cured to the upper edge of said side and end
comprising a bar of segmental cross-section,
and having an angle portion formed integral
therewith, said bar covering the.upper over-
lapping furcations of said corner-protecting

| strip.

The portion e preferably ex- 55
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2. Inacarriage- body, the combination with
the box thereof comprising side and end sec-
tions directly joined together, of a protect-
ing-strip of angle cross- seetlon formed of a
sheet-metal sl;a,mpu:vDF and fitting over the ver-

tical corner formed by the ;]uuctme of the
side and end, both ends of said strip being

bifurcated and having their furcations bent
respectively over the upper edge and bottom
of the box, means for fa,stemnfr sald furca-

tions thereto and a metallic protectmﬂ'—strm |

!

secured to the upper edge of said side and
end, having an integral corner and covering

the overlappmﬂ' furca,tlom of said corner-
protecting strip.

In testimony whereof I affix my sumatme_

1n presence of two witnesses.

JEREMIAH P. JOHNSON

Witnesses. -
L. J. WHITTEMORE,
. C. SMITH.
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