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Tn all whom it UL COTCOPTL: - these surfaces enabling the operator to give
BeitknownthatI,HENRY W.LONGFELLOW, different degrees of twist or ¢ut to the ball
Jr., a citizen of the United States, residing at | when struck. | 55

Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of | = Secured to the handle end of the part ¢ is
5 Massachusetts, have invented an Improve- | a fou ndation-piece b, preferably of wood, hav-
ment in Parlor-Tennis Rackets, of which the | ing a shape somewhat like an Indian ¢lub,
following description, in connection with the | the lower part b’ thereof having a c¢hunked
accompanying drawings, i8 a specification, | thick shape to rest in the palm of the hand 60
like letters on the drawings representing like | and the upper part b? thereof comprising a
10 parts. D | small or slender neck portion terminating in
My invention is a game racket or bat par- | flattened ears %, which slope off gracefully
ticularly intended for the now popular game | on the opposite sides of the portion a for neat-
of indoor or parlor tennis. This game has | ness and strength, as well as enabling the 65
- called forth a great many different kinds of | parts to be secured properly together. On

15 rackets, most of them having simply straight | this handle foundation b I secure in any suit-
‘handles, although a few have had curved or | able manner a covering ¢ of roughened mate-
club-shaped handles, in both cases the han- | rial, this covering preferably consisting of
dles having such shape and surface as to trangversely - corrugated rubber, which is 7o

- weary the hand and beliable to twist or give | tightly stretched over the part b’ of the han-

20 an uncertain blow to the ball unless very | dle, it being convenient to use a seamless

firmly grasped. i | and peripherally-corrugated tube of rubber
It is the purpose of the present invention | slightly smaller than the handle itself, so' that

to obviate these disadvantages and produce a | when stretched on the part b it cannot slip 75

handle which will provide ease and relief to | and will cling to the hand of the user. The

25 the hand, afford a firm and certain grasp, and | lower end of this roughened covering ¢ ex-
tend to give added assurance to the player. | tends partially about the lower end of the

With these objects in view I have provided | handle, as indicated at ¢’, Fig. 2, and is neatly
a handle which is short, chunked, or bulb- | and firmly secured by a cap d.of metal or 8o
shaped and provided with a slightly-rough- | hard substance. This cap construction is

30 ened portion to rest in the palm of the hand | not only very neat, but 18 of particular ad-

~ and a considerably-roughened portion to be | vantage and service in this article, because
engaged between the fingers at the narrow | of the jerky twisting movement that is fre-
part or neck portion of the handle, my inven- l quently exerted by the operator, which tends 8s
tion also including various other construec- | to disturb the covering of the handle; but

35 tional details, which will be more fully set | when held by this cap d the ends of the cover-

- forth in the following deseription and further | ing cannot escape, as they are tightly bound

defined in the appended claims. | by the entire cap, and particularly so at the
In the drawings, Figure 1 represents in'l edges thereof. The neck portion is provided go

front elevation my improved racket. Fig. 2 | with a surface e, grooved peripherally or ex-

40 is a central vertical sectional view thereof on | tremely roughened as compared with the
the line 2, Fig. 1; and Fig. 3shows inside ele- | more smooth surface ¢. This affords a sure
vation the foundation portion of the handie. | grip for the fingers and gives confidence to
Fig. 4 is an enlarged detail in elevation of a | theplayer. It may be formed in various ways; ¢z
fragmentary portion of the racket, showing | but I prefer to make it of layers of slightly-

45 the corrugated striking-surface. | yielding material, such as leather, and this

As herein shown, I have provided a flat oval | may be conveniently applied by winding the
striking part a, comprising a foundation por- | neck part b* and properly securing the ends
tion of wood or other suitable material a’, | of the strip. I prefer that this wound por- 100

~covered on 1ts opposite faces with a suitable | tion of the handle should extend from the

50 engaging substance, that preferred being a | base of the bulge or chunked part b of the
corrugated surface ¢* on one side and a | handle to the upper end of the handle next

- smooth cork surface a® on the opposite side, | the part ¢, as in playing this game many play-
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palm, but simply hold it between the fingers
somewhat as a pen is held in writing, and
this rough surface e, extending over the en-
tire neck portion of the handle, as described,
makes this mannerof holding the racket prac-
tical and easy. |
Besides the mechanical advantages above

explained and others which will oceur tothose:

practiced in the art my invention affords
oreat opportunity for ornamental effects in
the way of applying different colors, mate-
rials, and forms to the various portions, the
whole being enhanced by the graceful con-
tours and effects of the parts.

Without limiting myself to the specific de-
tails herein set forth, inasmuch as various

changes, as already enumerated, may be re-

sorted to without departing from the spirit
and scope of myinvention, what I claim, and
desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A game-racket comprising a striking
part, provided at one end with a handle
chunked or bulb-shaped at its lower end, said
lower end having a slightly-ronghened sur-
face, and the upper end of the handle having a
coarser roughened surface, the former for en-
caging the palm of the hand and the latter
to be grasped by the fingers.

2. A game-racket comprising a striking
part provided at one end with a handle
chunked or bulb-shaped atitslowerend, said
bulb-shaped portion having a covering of
slightly-roughened material capable of cling-

ing frietionally to the palm of the hand, said

717,504

‘ers do not orasp the handle with the entire | material extending partially over the extreme

end of the handle, and a binding-cap of un-

| yvielding material clamping said lower end of

the covering tightly against the handle.
3. A game-racket comprising a striking

40

part provided at one end with a handle

chunked or bulb-shaped at its lower end, said
bulb-shaped portion having a covering of
slightly-roughened material ecapable of cling-
ing frictionally to the palm of the hand, and
the upper part of the handle being provided
with peripherally-overlapped bands or layers
of narrow material affording rough corruga-
tions to be grasped by the fingers of the user.

4. A game-racket comprising a striking
part provided at one end with a handle
chunked or bulb-shaped atits lower end, and
a slender neck portion atits upper end, said
lower end being provided with a taut rubber
covering, and said upper end being spirally

wound with a narrow strip providing coarse

corrugations. |

5. A game-racket comprising a flat strik-
ing part having a smooth yielding surface
such as cork on one side, and a highly frie-

‘tional yielding surface such as rubber on the

opposite side, and a handle at oneend of said
striking part. | |
In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses. |
HENRY W. LONGFELLOW, JR.

Witnesses:
GEO. H. MAXWELL,
FrRED S. GREENLEAF.
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