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To all whom Tt may.concermn:

Be it known that I, EDWARD PRESTON MC- |
CLOSKEY, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Altoona in the county of Blair and-

State of Pennsy lvama haveinvented newand
useful Improvements in Skirt-Driers, of whleh

- the following is a -specification.

IO

This mventlon relates toaskirt-drier adapt-
ed to be suspended from a clothes-line orother
analogous support; and the aim of the same
18 to provide a simple and effective device
having upwardly-folding arms to reduce the

~drier to compact form: for ready insertion
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- through the opening of a skirt and to have
the Sald arms automatically assume distended

positions by gravitation -after they are fully
inserted in the skirt to open up the latter and
permit air to freely circulate therethrough
and facilitate drying of the skirt.

A further object of the invention is to pro-

vide a skirt-drier having convenient organi-

zation for assembling the parts and also of

strong and durable nature.
| Wlth these and other ob;]ects a,nd advan-
tages in view the invention consists in the
construction and arrangement of the several
parts which will be more fully hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a skirt-drier embodying the features
of the invention and showing the arms there-

of distended. Fig. 2 is a horizontal section

taken through the stick at a plane above the
arms and holding means for the latter. Fig.

3 18 a tlamverse vertical section, on an en-
larged scale, through a portion of the drier,

Showmﬂ‘ the arms folded.

Slmllar numerals of reference are employed
to indicate GOPIGSPOﬂdIHG‘ partsin the several
views. |

The numeral 1 deswnates a Stlek or hanger,
having a hook 2 seeured to the upper end
thereof for engagement with a clothes-line or
other device flom which a skirt may be sus-
pended. Onthelowerend of the stick a head

)

o 18 secured and comprises a plarality of

spaced arms-4 and 5, radially extending from

a central web and hawnw their outer ends 6
downwardly projected in planes at right an-
gles. The arms 5 have a less radial extent
th&m the arms 4, and the latter arms termi-

nate in. horlzonta,l securing-lips 7, which are l

!

ing of the skirt.

attached by screws or other analogons de-
vices 8 to the central portions of sen'ments 9,
which are round in cross-section and con-
structed from suitable bar metal. The seg-
ments 9 have a pivotal action on the arms 4:
so that they can be turned to project one end
outwardly and the opposite end inwardly for
convenience in assembling expanding arms
10, mounted thereon and having openings 11,

through which the opposite portions of the

sald segments are passed, the inner ends of
the arms being held under the central web,
from which the arms 4 and 5 emanate When

 the several parts are in operative position.

Below the central web from which the arms
4 and 5 project a clear space is formed, so
that the inner extremities of the arm 10 may
be freely turned downwardly within the plane
of the several segments 9, which form a circle
or ring when they are in normal position, as
clearly shown by Fig. 3.

In the use of the device the arms 10 are
folded upwardly against the stick 1 and in-
serted through the upper opening of a wet
skirt, the sald arms.10 and stick being pushed
downwardly within the skirt until the hook 2

‘is caught over the elothes-line orother device

from which the skirt is suspended. After
the arms are released they automatically as-
sume a distended position and engage the
skirt at opposite points and open up the lat-
ter to permit air to freely circulate there-
through, and thereby hasten or facilitate dry-
The arms 10 are applied
over the segments by first tarning each of the

latter outwardly at one end and inwardly at
the opposite end, as shown by dotted lines in

Kig. 2, to thereby expose one end, which is
passed through the opening 11 of the arm 10
to be arranged thereon. Afterone extremity
of each segment has been passed through one
of the arms the opposite extremities of the
several segments are turned outwardly to
similarly mount over arms 10 thereon, and af-
ter all the arms have been placed in engage-

‘ment w1th the segments the latfer- are dls-

posed in normal pOSlth]J and will be so held
when the several arms are in engagement
therewith. Thearms4 and 5 operate‘tokeep

‘the arms 10 from moving around all the seg-

ments too great a dlstanee, the outer angu-
larly-bent terminals of the arms 4 and 5 serv-
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ing as stops for this purpose. The armsbare |

arrangedin alternation inrelation tothearms
4 and terminate within the plane of the sev-
eral segments, the lower edges of the angu-
larly-bent terminals of the arms 5 being at
such an elevation as to permit the adjacent
ends of the segments to move thereunder, and
for this purpose the contiguous ends of the
segments are slightly-spaced apart and are
disposed in central lines relatively to the an-
gularly-bent terminals of the said arms 5. In
the event that any one of the arms becomes
broken it can be readily replaced by a new
one, and in view of the simplicity of the en-
tire device it can be cheaply manufactured.

In its use the improved drier will be found
very convenient, and when not in use it may
be stored in a small space by infolding the
arms 10 against the stick 1. |

Having thus fully deseribed the invention,
what is claimed as new 1s—

717,439

In a drier of the class set forth, the combi-
nation of a stick having a head secured to the
lower end thereof and comprising a series of
radial arms with angularly-bent terminals, a
series of segments pivotally supported -at
their center by a portion of said arms, and
distending arms loosely held on the opposite
extremities of the segments and having their
innerends extending beneath a portion of the
head when disposed in operative position, the
segments being adapted to be turned on the
arms with the angular terminals attached
thereto to permit the distending bars to be
disposed thereon. |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

EDWARD PRESTON McCLOSKEY.

Witnesses:
WILLIAM K. DATUGHERTY,
HENRY SNYDER.
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