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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that T, THOMAS OSBORNE HOL-
LAND, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Philadelphia,in the county of Philadelphia
and State of Pennsylvania,have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Tooth-
Powder Receptacles; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact

description of the invention,such as will en- |

able others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same. _

The object of this invention is to present a
neat- appearing, cheaply - constructed, and
highly-efficient tooth-powder recéptacle the
construction of which shall be such that in
use only the requisite amount of powder will
be deposited upon the bristles of a tooth-
brush, whereby.a saving in powder will be
offected and any soiling of the clothes of the

from the brush, will be obviated; further-

more, to present a tooth-powder receptacle in
“which the powder-supply orifice shall be kept

thoroughly clean and free from any accumu-
lation of powder, such as would tend to pre-
vent the device from working-in a free and
perfect manner. | |

The invention consists in the novel con-

struction and combination of parts of a tooth-
owder receptacle,as will be hereinafter fully
described and claimed. o o

In the accompanying drawings, forming a

part of this specification,and in which like let- |

ters of referenceindicate corresponding parts,
I have illustrated an embodiment of my in-
vention, it being understood that the same
may be carried into effect in other ways with-

out departing from the spirit of the inven-

tion, and in these drawings—

Figure 1is a view in perspective displaying
a tooth-powder receptacle constructed 1n ac-
cordance with my invention, the lid of the
receptacle being partly withdrawn. Kig. 2 1s

‘a view in transverse section through the form

of receptacle shown in Ifig. 1. Fig. 8 is also
a view in perspective displaying a slightly-
modified form of receptacle, the latter being

user, as by surplus powder f&lling_,thereonjll

| more particularly adapted in use for travel-
Fig. 4 is a view in transverse sec-

ing men.
tion showing more particularly the relation
between the different parts of the apparatus.
Fig. 5 is a view in perspective showing a de-
tachable form of mouthpiece which may be
used in connection with either of the forms
of device shown in Figs. 3 and 4.
Referring to thedrawings, A designates the
body of the receptacle, which may be con-
structed of any suitable material—such as
celluloid, metal, gutta- percha, or indurated

| iber; but from the standpoint of economy in

production anddurability in use metal will
cenerally be preferred, and to the body are
secured two end pieces a a, which in the use
of any material other than metal will be ce-
mented to the body, and in the case.of metal
may be soldered or secured in position by in-
terlocked flanges, as is well understood.

" The upper portion of the body is constricted
to form a neck portion ¢? presenting on the
interior of the receptacle an elongated pow-
der-escape slot a®, through which the powder
is fed to a brush, and from this neck the re-
ceptacle is flared outward to form a V-shaped

| mouth, against the walls of which the brush
' will be pressed, so that in use the bristles
thereof will be closely assembled, thereby to

prevent any sifting of the powder through

the same and thence onto the clothing of the

user or onto the floor.
" The edges a* of the mouthpiece, which, as

stated, are outward-flaring, and thus in ele-

vation dovetailed, are engaged by a lid o,
having its edges inturned, as at a, these
edges, in connection with the top portion of
the 1id, forming a dovetailed groove to engage

‘with the edges ¢!, whereby to permit the lid

to be readily moved inward or outward, thus
to expose the slot in the neck, a stop ad, suit-
ably secured to the lid, serving to prevent
detachment of the lid from the receptacle.
The lid may also be made to move sidewise
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instead of lengthwise of the receptacle, as -

shown, and still be within the scope of my in-

| vention, or the 1id may be hinged to.thebody,
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as shown in Iig. 3, and be made to open |

lengthwise or sidewise. ,

T'he form of device shown in Fig. 1 is that
which will generally be preferred for house-
hold uses, where the receptacle will always
remain in a vertical position; but where em-
ployed by traveling men or by persons on a
journey the form of device shown in Figs. 3
and 4 will generally be preferred. In these
figures the neck portion of the receptacle is
formed into rounded beads o as shown in
Ifig. 4, this not only for the purpose of a fin-
1sh, but also to present binding edges against
which the lid will bear, thus farther prevent-
ingany escape and consequent 1oss of powder.

The ends of the V-shaped mouth are in-
clined, as shown at ¢!, the object of this ar-
rangement being to assemble the bristles at
the ends of the brush for the same purpose as
are those at the sides of the same.

As shown in Figs. 3 and 4, the mouth is

- formed by the sides and ends of the recep-
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tacle, but, by preference, the mouthpiece is
to be made removable, as shown in Fig. 5,
and is to be stamped or otherwise formed out
of a single piece of any suitable material—
such as celluloid, metal, &ec.—to fit in the
mouth of the receptacle and to lie close
against the side and end walls thereof, the
upper edges of the removable mouthpiece
being inturned or rounded, as at al, to fit
around the beads «’, and thus to present a
neat and finished appearance.

Hinged at one end of the receptacle is the
lid ¢ the same being preferably fat owu top
and having its sides and ends bent to present
rounded beads a'® to coact with the beads af
on the neck or with those on the removable
mouthpiece to form a powder-tight closure.
This lid, which may or may not be hinged to
the receptacle, carries a wedge-shaped stop-
per or closure a'® for engaging the walls of
the powder-escape slot, thus to prevent es-
cape of powder and also to operate as a clean-

Ing device for removing after each operation
‘any powder which from the presence of mois-

- ture may adhere to the walls of the slot, so
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65 headsof therivets holdin g the closure in place |

that the presentation of an obstruction at this
point will be entirely obviated. ;

1o render the closure effective for the pur-
pose designed, it is requisite that it should
possess sufficient resilieney to cause it when
In engagement with the walls of the slot
tightly to hug the same.
closure may be constructed of a plece of metal
bent in thisinstance toa V shape and having
the upper end of one of its legs bent outward
at right angles to present a flange a't, which
may be secured either to the under side of
the lid proper, as by solder, or may be riveted

to a supplemental plate ¢!, held in place on
‘the under side of the lid by the beads ¢!? or

in any other preferred manner, the object of
the supplemental plate being to prevent the

To effect this, the

1
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from appearing on the upper side of the lid.
T'he end of the other leg is detached from the
lid, so that, as will be obvious, there will be
resillent action on the part of the wedge.

As a means for increasing the effectiveness
of the closure a'®* and also to prevent any es-
cape of powder at the ends of the slot, a re-
silient wedge-shaped gasket a!%, preferably of
leather or rubber, may be inclosed by the
walls of the wedge and projects beyond the
ends of the same, as clearly shown in Fig. 3,
these projecting parts to lock into engage-
ment with the end walls of the slot.

As a means for locking the lid closed with
relation to the receptacle any suitable device
may be employed, and in this instance it is ef-
fected by providing one of the ends of the neck
portion of the receptacle with a depression, as
', to be engaged by a tongue o, projecting
downward from the overhanging end a! of
the lid; but it is to be understood that I do
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not limit myself to this particular manner of

effecting the locking of the 1id, as it will be
obvious that the locking device may be dis-
pensed with and the frictional contact be-
tween the wedge-shaped closure a® and the
walls of the slot be made sufficient to hold
the lid closed under all conditions.

To flll the receptacle, the powder may be
either fed through the slot and by gently
shaking the receptacle cause it to feed down
into the same, or the bottom of the receptacle
may be provided with a serew-cap a®, as in-
dicated by dotted lines in Fig. 4, for this pur-
pose. The advantages accruing from em-
ploying a longitudinal slot for supplying pow-
der to the bristles of a brush in lieu of the or-
dinary perforated plate used are that the SUup-
ply is made direct and positive and does not
require any shaking of the receptacle, with
attendant loss of powder, and by the employ-
ment of the peculiar closure a® the walls of
this slot may be kept clean under all condi-
tions, even if when the closure enters ihe slot
the walls of the same may be wet.

T'he body of the receptacle herein shown
1s, by preference, composed of a single piece
of metal bent or stamped to the requisite
shape, with the ends secured thereto, as by
solder; but it is to be understood that I do
not wish to be limited to this particular man-
ner of making the receptacle or to the ma-
terial employed, as the receptacle may be
made of glass or otherwise formed to the de-
sired configuration.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. Atooth-powderreceptacle provided with

a powder-escape slot and a mouth arranged

above said slot, the interior side and end walls
of said mouth converging downward toward
the slot, whereby, upon the insertion of a
tooth-brush into the mouth, the bristles there-
of will be compressed endwise and sidewise
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with respect to the bru'sh-ha,ndle, and a cover |

for the receptacle formed with means operat-
ing to prevent accumulation of powder in the
flaring mouth and to close the slot, substan-
tially as described.

2. Atooth-powderreceptacle provided with
a powder-escape slot, and a lid carrying a
wedge-shaped closure having resilient walls
for engaging the sides of the slot, and a re-

- In testimony whereof I a

3

silient gasket engaging the ends of the slot, 10
substantially as described.

i

1X my signature
in the presence of two subscribing witnesses.

THOMAS OSBORNE HOLLAND.

Witnesses:
HueGH MCDONALD,
W. V. SICARD.
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