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To all whom it may 0077/'0@257@_:
~Be it known that I, WirLiAM H. MERCER,

a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Portland, in the county of Multnomah and

State of 0160'01’.1 have invented a new and

- useful Improvement in Office-Indicators, of

- which the following is a specification, refer-

~ ence being had to ‘the accompanying draw-
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20
- havmb a clock-face and provided with a

. particular time, a rotatable dial bearing the

25

ings as cﬂnsmtutmﬂ* a part thereof. -
My invention relates to mdwdtors to be dis- |

ices and on the

played on entrance-doorsof of

walls of the hall of a building for announcing
the presence and absence 0f persons from
‘their place of business or rooms; and my in-
vention has for its object to obtain an indica-
.tor which comprises all the features for ren- |
~ dering the same a complete device adapted to
all 1ts uses, nevertheless of simple construc-
tion and of pleasing appearance as a whole.

To this end my indicator consists of a base
movable hand adapted to be set to indicate «

names of the days of the week, such dial bein o
concealed behind the clock-face and there

being an opening eut in the base through

whleh the name of the particular day - may be

~displayed by a proper ad;;ustment of the dial,
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and means for announcing whether the per-

son whose name the mdmator bears is in or

out. The devices employed by me for the
latter purpose are of the simplest construc-
tion.
their effect to appear as if consisting of like
means as employed by me for announcing the
days of the week—that is to say, as if the de-

~vices for announeing the presence or absence

.40

of the office occumnt consisted of a dial-seg- |
ment bearing the words ““In” and “Out” or |
words of like import and displayed to view
through an opening therefor in the base the
same as are displayed by the respective seg-

mental portions of the dial bearing the names

of the days of the week. The effect of this |
combination 18 to obtain an office -indicator |
of neat appearance, as will be observed from_

the dramnws

In such drawin oS, FI“‘HI’B 1 is an elevation
~ or front view of my 11:_1dlcat01 the same being
shown as set t0 announce th.:mt thie person is

~outb of his office and the time of his return.

“able.

At the same time they are designed in | day de%ll ed to be annou_nced

part of the base a is a sunk-in surface f, which
may be rendered conspicuous, if desired, by a
‘border or frame ¢g. ' In the upper half of such

l of Fig. 1, __and th'is figure also shows means
for securing the dial d and hand ¢ in place'
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and for settmﬂ' said dial asrequired. Fig.

shows in part the same view as Kig. 1, the in-
dicator, however, being so set as to announce
that the person is in his office.

Fig. 5 is-a detail of construction.

The letters designate the pa,rts of the draw-
ings referred to.

The base ¢ may be made of wood or other |

suitable material. On its central portion it
bears a clock-face 6. - On such clock-face is

‘movably secured a ha,nd c. Behind the clock-

face and concealed thereby is a dial d, on the
circular margin of which are 1mp11nted the

2-and 7 are washers. The

be placed between the wthel ) and the head
of the stud /.

to be freely moved. The dial is moved by
means of the head of the stud turning in the

_I-dlreetmn po*nted by the arrow in I‘lﬂ* 1. An
Gpenmﬂ‘ e is cut in the base a, throufrh whleh

surface f is imprinted the word ‘‘Out” and
in the lower half the word “In.” A wing h

is horizontally and centrally hinged to said
surface f, so that when such hmﬂ'e is turned
up or down it will cover one or the other of the
words ““Out” and “In.”
‘wing i which will be exposed when it is turned
'down as shown in Fig. 1, are dlsplayed the

On that face of the

words “ Will return.” The opposite face of

‘the wing h may be left blank or bear the word
Thus, as my indicator is shown in

“Walk. K
Fig. 1, thesame haﬂ been set to announce that
the oceupanb of the office is out and will re-

turn at the time indicated below. When the

person has returned to his room, then my in-

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section on lme y 9 | dicator will be arranged as shown in Fig. 2.

Fig. 418 a
cross-section on the line x x of Flb 1, and

. The parts are properly propor-
tioned, s0 as to allow the dial d and hand c

In the upper

6o

days of the week and the word “To-day?” -
and words of like import. The dial d and the
hand ¢ may be secured by a simple rivet; but
‘the arrangement shown in Fig. 2 is prefer-
As here shown, the dial d is provided -

| with a socket &, having an interior thread to
receive the stud /.
‘hand ¢ is not shown in this figure, but would
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The letters of the word *“ Walk” are shown in

“broken outline toindicate that the use of the

IO

same 18 optional.

From the description given it will be noted
that the operative effeot of the hinged wing
h within the sunk-in surface 7 is the same as
would be obtained by the use of a dial-seg-
ment bearing the words like ““In” and ¢ Out”

and cutting an opening through the base a,

through whlch either of these words could be
dlsplayed at will. The wing £, however, is
of much simpler construetlon On the other
hand, the visual effect of the wing /2 in conneec-
tion with the sunk-in surface f, beeause of its
resembling a dial, is more striking and gives
to my 1nd10at01 as a whele a nea,ter appear-

. ance.
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In the lower part of the base a1 p10v1de a
pair of fingers m m’ for holding cards or a
note, and the lower portion of the face of the
base may also be coated with a silicate or
siliclous compound to receive erasable mem-
oranda. DBy the arrangement of the sunk-in
surface fand the wing 7 as shown in Figs. 1
and 2 the same may be centrally pommoned
above the time-dial; but the same general ef-
fect may also be obtamed by ma,kmcr the sunk-
In surface f a long and narrow St Ip extend-
ing crosswise and bearing the words *“Out ”

-and “In” at its two ends and then attach-
ing a wing, like A, in the center of such sur- |

fa,ce by a vertical hinge, which may consist
of a simple staple n. (Shown in Fig. 5.) In
the latter case the operation above debcubed
for setting my indicator would be just the
same, the only difference being that the wing
hwould be turned sidewise instead of ap and
down.

cilitate the lifting of the wing 7 when to be
readjusted.

It is my intention to use my indicator as a
card to be affixed to the entrance-door of a
room or office; also, to use a number of such
 1ndicators arranged in the form of a directory
to be dlsplayed 1n the hall.

In the latter

The thumb-hole 0 is provided to fa- .

|

717,241

case the names of the occupants of the build-
ing would bealphabetically arranged. When
my invention is used in the manner as last
described, the same would afford great con-
venience in informing persons having busi-
ness with the occupants of the building
whether the person they wish to see is out or
in, thus saving the time consumed in going
to the roomsof the respective persons, if they
are notin, and, besides, saving the expense of

carrying people up and down in the elevator

of the building merely to find that the per-
son whom they wish to see is outof his office.
With the use of my indicator as a hall-di-
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rectory the habit could soon be introduced of 60

looking at the indicator to find whether the
person to be visited is out or in.

Having fully described my invention, now
what I clalm and desne to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

In an office-indicator, the combination of a
base having a clock-face, and provided with
openings, ¢ and f; a dial, d, provided with a
socket, /k,; washers, 2 and 7, and stud, /; a
hand,ec, and a wmg,h centrally hinged in said
sunk-in surface, the latter bemmwwm ds like
“In” and ¢ Oub ” for announcing whether
the office occupant 1S 10 or out; and said wing
concealing one of said words and exposing
the other to view, and the f&ee of said wing
exposed when the wing discloses the word
““Out” bearing fur bher words like “ Willre-
turn;” the said sunk-in surface and wing, 5,
belnn' made to simulate a dial-segment bear-
ing sald words ‘““‘In” and ‘“Out,” which are
diSpla,yed through an opening in the base,
substantially as and for the purposeset for th.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto af-
fixed my signature, in the presence of two wit-
nesses, this 20th day of March, 1902.

WILLIAM H. MERCER.

Witnesses:
T. J. GEISLER,
W. S. GILBERT.
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