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To all whom it muay concern:

Be it known that I, CECIL E. GIBSON, a ¢itl-
zen of the United States, residing at Indian-
apolis, in the county of Marion and State of
Indiana, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Keepers for Fire-Alarm-box
Keys: and I do declare the following to be a
full, elear, and exact description of the in-
vention, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, and to the letters of refer-
ence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specification. |

My invention relates to the fire-alarm
boxes to any of which access may be had for
sending an alarm by opening the hinged door
thereof, the door being unlocked by means

~of an insertible portable lock-key; and the in-
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vention has reference more particularly to a

keeper for the key or a key-guard in which |

the key may be kept at the alarm-box, so as
to be always conveniently at hand when re-

quired and from which the key may be ob-
tained by simply breaking a plate ot glass or

other suitable frangible material, the - ob-
ject of the invention being to provide an in-
expensive sealed keeper of this character
that may be adapted to be applied to various
styles of alarm-boxes, particularly to those
that may be now in use, a keeper or boxirom
which the key eannot be removed without
leaving evidencesofits having been opened or
unsealed. | -

The invention consistsina box-like keeper
adapted to be attached to an alarm-box and
comprising a separable part having internal
locking devices, a glass plate and supports
therefor adapted to facilitate the breaking of
the glass, and a hook for supporting the key
in the keeper; and the invention consists
also in the parts and the combination and ar-
rangement of parts, as hereinafter particu-
larly deseribed and claimed.

Referring to thedrawings, in which similar
reference characters indicate like parts, Ifig-
ure 1 represents a fire-alarm box of familiar
form to which my invention is applied and
showing the key-keeper as having been un-
soaled and the key removed therefrom and
inserted in the lock of the alarm-box door
ready for use; Fig. 2, a front elevation view
of the key- keeper complete with the key
hanging therein and protected from meddle-

| some persons; Fig. 3, a transverse sectional

view of the keeper-case on the linel 1 in Kig.
o2, and Figs. 4 and 5 are transverse sectional
views on the line 2 2.in Fig. 2 looking in op-
posite directions. | B

In practically carrying out my invention I
provide a sealed keeper or one that cannot be

opened for the purpose of obtaining the key

except by breaking the part that isintended
to be broken for legitimate purposes, so that
if the seal be broken by mischievous persons
the act would attraect attention and evidence
of the fact would remain. The keeper in-
cludes a box-like case and preferably, also, a
key-hook therein, and also a chain may be
included for preventing temporary loss of
the key when used hurriedly at night or other
times. | j |
In the drawings, A designates the alarm-
box,and B the hinged door thereof, provided
with a lock, as usual, and C the insertible
key for operating the door-lock. The key-
keeper is secured to the side of the box A by

means of rivets or screw-bolts a, holes for
which may be readily drilled in the box side.
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The chain E when employed is attached to

the key C and extends, when the key is in-
serted in the keyhole b, therefrom to the inte-
rior of the keeper D, where it is secured
either to the key-hook F or otherwise. |

The box-like case comprises a base D’ and

a detachable frame D, the base having holes

d, either without or within the frame, adapt-
ed to receive the securing rivets or bolts «.
The base may be provided with an eye ¢, to
which the chain E may be secured. The key-
hook F is securely attached to the base and
is adapted to receive the eye in the stem of
the box-key C. The base is provided with
two flanges or flange-like members G G/, at
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opposite sides thereof, projecting into the

frame D, and the flanges are more elevated
or deeper at the portions between their ends

and adapted to support the glass-plate front

H and to also serve as anvils against which
to break the glass. At the lower edge of the
base are shoulders or ledges f, above which
are apertures ', and the upper or opposite

portion of the base is provided with a spring-
catch 7, suitably shouldered, so as to operate

antomatically when engaged by the lug ¢,
| which is attached to the inner side of the ad-
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jacent, wall of the frame D', the opposite or !

717,188

2. A fire-alarm box having a key-lock pro-

“lower wall of which is provided with lugs A, | vided with a sealed key-keeper comprising a
extending through the apertures f' and under | base having an anvil device attached to the %o
the ledges f or under the base, so as to lock | front thereef and a frame detachably fitted

-5 the frame to the base at these points. The | to the base and extending about the anvil de-
frame D has an inwardly-extending flange 4 | vice, in combination Wlth a frangible plate
ab the top thereof bearing upon the glass | normally held between the detachable frame
front H and pressing the same against the | and the anvil device, and internal locking 75
flanges G G', whereby the glaqs is securely | means normally holdmg the frame a,cramst

10 held in pOSlthl] the frangible plateand the frangible plete in

Referring to the sprmw-ea,teh 1 and its co- | contact w1th the anvil device.
operating lu ¢ ¢, 1t will be obvious that these 3. A fire-alarm box having a lock- key pro-
members mzw be traunsposed and suitably | vided with a sealed key-keeper comprising a 3o
modified for the purpose, the spring-catch | base having anvils attached thereto and se-

15 attached to the frame and the lug to the base, | cured to the box, a frame fitted to the base
all within the frame. and e*{tendmwebout the anvils, internal key-

It will be seen that the sealing or locking | less locking means removebly securing the
devices are all internal and lnaeceselble from frame to the base in proximity to the anvﬂs, 8x
without the keeper except by breaking the | and the frangible plate secured between the

20 glass front, which, in effect, breaks the seal. | anvils and the frame.

If desired, the fra,me D may be hinged to the 4. In a fire-alarm box having a door pro-
base D’, the devices shown being preetlcally vided with a lock and a removable key, the
eeparable hinges. 1 combination of a sealed key-keeper compris- 9o

In preetleal use let it be assumed that the | ing a base provided with anvil-flanges and a

25 glassH hasbeen broken bystriking it sharply hook projecting therefrom and aleo having
Wlth a stone or any hard qubstence above or | bolt-holestherein,the boltsextending throun’h

below the points of contact with the flanges | said holes and secured to the box, a ﬂanﬂ'ed
G G’ and the parts of glass removed, the key frame hinged to the base and extendmﬂ ebout 05
C having been removed and plaeed in the | the anvil- ﬂenn'ee a spring-latch situated in

30 keyhole b It may also be assumed that an | the frame at the &ude thereof opposite to the
alarm has been sounded in the usual manner | hinge thereof and removably securing said
and that now the fireman desires to replace side of the frame to the base, the f1enﬂ'1ble
the key in the keeper and seal the same. | plate secured between the anvil- ﬂanﬂ'es and 100
The spring-catch may be pressed from the | the flanges of said frame, and the box key

35 lug g, and the frame will then be released and eonnected to said hook substantmlly as set

- may swing off from the base, as on hinges, forth -
and also it may be entirely removed from the In a fire-alarm-box-key keeper, the com-
base by withdrawing the lugs /. The key .blna,tlon of a base having apertures at one 105
may be hung upon the hook F or be simply | side thereof, a langed frame having hinge-

40 placed within the frame, a new glass front H | lugs extendmﬂ* throun'h the apertures end
inserted, and then the freme may be forced connectmw the frame to one side of the base,
toward nhe base . until the latch locks the | a spring- letch attached to the opposite side

frame to the base, the glass being plesqed be- | of the base from the apertures,.a latch-lug 110
tween the flange 7 and the flanges G G, and | attached to the inner side of the frame Oppo-

45 the keeper will thus be sealed Wltb the key | site to the hinge-lugs, the frangible plate in
therein. the frame, ﬂenges or pro;jectlons attached to

Shoulid the box-ins pector desire to open the | the base and extending to the frangible plate
alarm-box at any time, it will be seen that | centrally between two opposite edﬂ'es thereof, 115
he may readily do so by means of a dupli- | and the hook secured to the bese, substan-

50 cate key without disturbing the key in the | tially as set forth.
sealed keeper, to which aceess eannot be had 6. The combination with the firm-alarm box
by means of a key of any kind. The ad- | having the door-lock and the removable lock-

-vantages, therefore, of my invention will be | key, of the sealed key-keeper comprising the 120
seen, since the keeper cannot be surrepti- | base secured to the box, the hook secured to

55 1310uely opened by means of a false key or | the base, the projecting anvil members se-
lock-picking inplement. cured to the base, the frame extending about

Having thus described my invention, what | the anvil members and removably atteched |
I'claim as new is— | to the base, the frangible plate secured by the 125

1. Afire-alarm box having a lock-key pro- | frame eﬂ*elnet theanvil members, the internal

60 vided with a sealed key-keeper comprising a 1ock1ng means for the frame, and the key on
base having an anvil device attached thereto | said hook, substantially as set forth.

“and prmectmw from thefront thereof, a frame In tes’mmonv whereof I affix my signature

~detachably fitted to the base and extendmﬂ' in presence of two witnesses.

- abouttheanvil device, internallocking means | CECIL E. GIBSON.

05 securing the frame to the base, and a frenw- Witnesses:

ble plete normally held by the fra,me and the ]
- anvil device. l

WM. H. PAYNE,
K. T. SILVIUS.
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