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{o all whom it miai concermn.:

Be it known that I, EDWIN LEWIS DODSON,
a citizen of the United States of Ameriea, and
a resident of Bellevue, in the county of Camp-
bell and State of Kentuecky, have invented
certain newand useful Improvementsin Run-
ning - Account Hotel Cabinets or Racks, of
which the {ollowing is a specification.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in filing cases or eabinets, and has for
its object to produce a device of this charac-
ter of a simple and inexpensive nature and
of a compact and strong construction which
shall be especially adapted for use in hotels
for facilitating the keeping of the accounts
of the several guests, so that the time hereto-
fore required in keeping book -accounts is
greatly reduced and the liability of mistakes
or omissions of items from the accounts is
lessened.

The invention consistsin certain novel fea-
tures ol the construction, combination, and

arrangement of the several parts of the im- |

proved filing case or cabinet, whereby certain
important advantages are attained and the
device is made simpler, cheaper, and other-
wise better adapted and more convenient
for use, all as will be hereinafter fully sot
forth.

The novel features of the invention will be
carefully defined in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings,whichserve
to illustrate the invention, Figure 1 is a per-

spective view showing a portion of a case or

cabinet embodying my improvements, and
Fig. 2 is a plan view showing one of the ele-
ments of the case or cabinet withdrawn there-
from with statement-blanks attached. Fig.
o 18 a view similar to Fig. 2, but showing the
single element with the statement or account
blanks omitted. Fig. 4 is a view showing a
form of duplicating or carbon sheet adapted
for use in theimproved filing case or cabinet.
Fig. 5 is a partial view showing the holding
means for the duplicate or under sheet of the
statement-blanks. Fig. 6 is an enlarged sec-
tion taken through one of the individual ele-
ments or members of the device in the plane
indicated by the line ¢ « in Fig. 3, the state-
ment-blanksbeingshown in position thereon.
Kig. 7 is a view showing an attachment de-
signed for use in connection with the indi-

ﬁ

vidual members or elements of the device—
as, for example, when two guests occupy the
same room. Kig. 8is a plan. view of the de-

- vices shown in Fig. 7, but showing the same

in closed position. Fig. 9 is an end view of
the devices shown in Figs. 7 and 8. In this
view the parts are shown upon a larger scale
and are alsoshown in partially opened or un-
folded positions.

The improved filing case or cabinet con-
structed according to myinvention comprises
a frame or body portion 1, formed with rows
or series of elongated openings 2, herein
shown as arranged in vertical seriesand adapt-
ed to receive the severalindividual elements
or members 3 3 of the case or cabinet upon
which the accounts are held.

The improved filing case or cabinet may be
made up in any style and may be of any de-
sired proportions, dependent upon circum-
stances. Also, while the device is especially
well adapted for use in keeping room-ac-
counts in hotels, I do not, desire to limit my-
self to this special use of the device, since it
will be evident that with suitable changes
and modifications the device may also be ap-

plied for other purposes.

KEachof theindividual membersorelements
5 3 comprises a drawer slide or tablet 4,
formed from a piece of wood of rectangular
form adapted to be readily slid within one
of the openings 2 of the frame or body portion
1 and having the its front edge a raised end
wall 5, which may be formed from thin sheet
metal. At one side of said raised end wall
5, and preferably upon the left-hand side
thereof, is produced a squared enlargement
or projection 6, adapted to serve asa handle,
by means of which the slide or tablet may
be manipulated to draw it from the frame
or to insert it in its proper opening 2 in said
frame. |
largements 6 upon the several members or
elements 3 in each vertical series are ar-
ranged in vertical alinement, and said en-

largements will be provided upon their outer _

surfaces, as indicated in the drawings, with
numberscorresponding with theseveral room-
numbers of the hotel in which the device is

used. T'he raised end wall 5 of each slide or

tablet when said wall is formed from sheet,
metal, as herein shown, has its right-hand

As shown in the drawings, the en-
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end bent outward and over upon itself to |

produce a vertical groove or channel 7, in
which is adapted to be held one edge of a
cardboard slip 9, the opposite edge of which

is adapted to be engaged in a kerf or chan-

nel 8, cut in the side of the projection 6 upon
the left-hand side of the slide or tablet. 'The
cardboard slips 9 are of lengths somewhat
greater than the distances between the secur-

10 ing devices 7 and 8 and are to be bent or
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curved, as indicated upon the drawings, in
order to permit them to be inserted in the
said securing devices 7 and 8, the elasticity
of the cardboard holding the slips engaged
with the channels, but permitting them to be
readily disengaged therefrom when desired.
The slips 9 are adapted to receive the names
of the occupants of the respective rooms, as
indicated at « in Fig. 1. Each slide or tab-
let is provided with means for detachably
holding upon it record-blanks, which blanks
will be, in the case of a hotel account-cabinet,
duplicate statement or account blanks sepa-
rated by a manifolding or duplicating sheet,
so that all entries made upon the upper or
original blank or sheet will be duplicated
upon the underorduplicate sheet. Asshown
in the drawings, the blank-holding devices
comprise pins 10 10, projecting upward from
the wooden plate 4, of which the bottom of
the slide or tablet is formed, said pins 10 be-
ing adapted to pass through openings in the
several sheets which are designed to be car-
ried upon the slide or tablet to hold said
sheets in position.

In the drawings, 12 indicates the outer rec-
ord-sheet or original, and 14 indicates the
under record-sheet or duplicate, while 13 in-
dicates the intervening manifolding or car-
bon sheet. The record-sheets 12 and 14 are
printed similarly and are, as herein shown,

in the form of statement-blanks and carry

upon them, asindicated at v in Fig. 2, printed
schedules of theitems most commonlycharged
up against the guests in hotels. The upper
or outer record-sheet 12 is provided with per-

forations or openings 11, suitably arranged |

for the passage of the pins 10 10 upon the
slide or tablet, so that when the said sheet 12
is pressed down upon the top side of theslide
or tablet the perforations 11 will registerwith
the pins 10, which will pass through the per-
forations and serve to hold the sheet 12 upon
the slide or tablet. 'The under or lower rec-
ord-sheet 14 is also provided with openings
15, corresponding in arrangement with the
openings 11 in the upper or outer sheet 12;

~ but the said openings 15 are extended or cut

6o

through to the edges of the said lower sheet

14, so that by grasping the opposite edge of |

the said sheet the lower record-sheet may be
disengaged from the pins 10 when pressed
over the same to hold it upon the slide or
tablet in the manner described above. The
intervening manifolding-sheet 13 is formed
with perforations oropenings11?, correspond-
ing in form and arrangement with the open-

|
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ings 11 in the upper or outer record-sheet 12.
In applying the sheets 12, 13, and 14 to the
slide or tablet the three sheets will be ar-
ranged in proper order one upon the other,

the sheet 12 being uppermost, the sheet 13

next below, and the sheet 14 at the bottom,
and when arranged in this position the open-
ings in the several sheets will correspond

with each other, so that when the three su-

perimposed sheets are pressed down upon
the slide or tablet the openings in said sheets
will correspond in pcsition and receive the
pins 10 10 upon the tablet, and be thereby
held to said tablet. In removing the sheets
from the slides or tablet after an account has
been settled or footed up at the departure of
a guest the upper or outer sheet will be first
lifted off the manifolding-sheet 13 and is pre-
sented to the guest as a statement of his ac-
count with the hotel, after which the lower
or duplicate record-sheet 14 is grasped at its
edge opposite to the openings 15 therein and
is pulled edgewise to detach the sheet from
the pins 10 10 of the slide or tablet, so that
the said lower record-sheet may be withdrawn
from beneath the manifolding-sheet 13. To
permit the edge of the sheet 14 to be readily
grasped between the fingers, 1 provide in the
edge of the wooden bottom 4 of the slide or
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tablet a thumb noteh or recess 16, and in the

edge of the manifolding-sheet 13 I also pro-.

vide a cut-out portion 17, corresponding in
location with said recess 16, so that the edge
portion of the record-sheet 14 will be exposed,

30 as to be readily grasped by the fingers for .

its removal at this point.

100

W here rooms are fitted for the accommo-

dation of two cuests, it will of course be nec-
essary to provide for holding upon the indi-
vidual members or elements of the device
separate accounts or records for each of the
room occupants, and for this purpose some
or all of the said individual elements or mem-
bers 3 of the device may be constructed as
shown in Figs. 7, 8, and 9. In these views
the wooden bottoms 4 of the devices are pro-
vided with metal reinforces 18 along their
edge portions, and said reinforces 18 are raised
above the faces of the bottoms 4 at the end
thereof opposite to the raised front wall o.
To the raised reinforces 18 are pivoted the
ends of links 19 19 of equal lengths, the op-
posite ends of which are pivoted to the edge

portions of an auxiliary tablet 4* of a form

and size similar to the wooden bottom 4 ot
the slide or tablet. By this arrangement it
will be seen that when the member or element
3 of the device is to be inserted in its open-
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ing 2 in the frame 1 the auxiliary tablet 4*

may be folded down upon the top of the main
tablet, as indicated in Fig. §, swinging upon
its links 19 and resting upon the pins 10, by
means of which one set of record-blanks are
held upon the main tablet beneath the aux-
iliary tablet 4*. The said auxiliary tablet is
also provided with a depending pin or stud
20, adapted to rest upon the main tablet at
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the edge thereof opposite to the pins 10, so
as to hold the auxiliary tablet level on the
main tablet. The auxiliary tablet also car-
ries pins 10® on its upper face similar in ar-
rangement to the pins 10 on the main tablet
for holding a second set of record- blanks.
When the accounts of both or either of the
two occupants of a room are to be footed up
or settled, the member or element 3 may be
removed from its opening 2 in the frame and
the auxiliary tablet 4* may be lifted off the
main tablet and laid down flat alongside the
same, as indicated in Fig. 7, whereupon thae
bwo sets of account-blanks will be exposed.
The links 19 19 may, if desired, be made de-
tachable, so that the auxiliary tablets when
not required for use may be detached from
the members 3.

In the use of the improved filing case or
cabinet as a running-account hotel-rack the
numbers upon the projections 6 and the slips
") give the names of the occupants of the sev-
eral rooms and also indicate which rooms are
vacant in the same way as the ordinary hotel-
rack in common use. When a guest registers
and is assigned to a room, a slip 9 is filled
out with his name and number of room and
applied to the slide or tablet upon which the

corresponding room-number is marked, and

the record-blanks are applied to the pins 10
of said slide or tablet and filled out with the
name of the gnest and the rate. If anyitems
are to be charged up against the occupant,
these are written upon the original blank 12

opposite the corresponding items in the print-

ed schedule. When the guest departs, all
that is required to be done is to foot up the ac-
count indicated upon the upper record-blank
12 of the corresponding slide or tablet, after
which said blank 12 is removed and presented
to the guest as a voucher for his settled ae-
count, the lower record-blank 14 being also
removed and filed away for future reference.

By this means it will be seen that the keep-

ing of ledger-accounts with the room ocecu-
pants is altogether obviated and a great vol-
ume of work is avoided, since the several
1tems charged up to the room ocecu pants are
placed directly upon the blanks carried by
the tablets or slides and are not required to
be posted in the hotel-books in the ordinary
manner. Bythismethod of keeping the room-
accounts there is also much less liability of
mistakes from the omission or wrong entry
of charges due to similarity of names or to
inadvertence, and there is also a great saving
of time. Also by means of the improved fil-
ing case or cabinet any number of accounts
may be footed up at the same time, so that
in case more than one guest should depart at
the same time each may have his account
footed up without delay. Where ledger-ac-

counts are kept, this would be impossible,
since access could be had to but one acecount
at a time. |

EFrom the above description it will be seen
that the improved running-account rack or

T
S

cabinet constructed according to my inven-
tion is of an extremely simple and inexpen-

sive natare and is especially well adapted for

use, since its use results in both a saving of
time and labor in keeping accounts and also

‘reduces the liability to loss and mistakes,

and it will also be obvious from the above de-
scription that the device is capable of some

the principles and spirit of the invention, and

for this reason I do not wish to be nderstood

as limiting myself to the precise form or ar-
rangement of the several parts of the device
herein set forth.

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 1s—

1. In a device of the character described, a

member having a raised end wall provided
with means for detachably holding an index
card or slip and having a flattened portion
adapted to be slid into an openingin a frame
and provided with record-holding means, and
an auxiliary tablet also provided with record-
holding means and having links connected
with said flattened portion, substantially as
set forth. . |

2. Adevice of the character described com-
prising a series of members or elements adapt-

ed to be slid into openings in a frame-and

provided with record-holding means and hav-
Ing end walls the outer sides of which are
provided each with a numbered projection
and with devices for holding opposite ends of
an index card orslip, one of said index-card-
holding devices being formed of a recess cut
in one side of said numbered projection, sub-

-stantially as set forth.

3. In a device of the character described, a
member having a raised end wall adapted to
receive an index card or slip and having a
flattened portion adapted to be slid into an
opening in a frame and provided with record-
holding means and an auxiliary tablet also
provided with record-holding means and hav-
ing pivotal connections with the flattened
portion and adapted to be folded upon the
same, substantially as set forth.

4. A device of the character described COMm-
prising a series of members orelements adapt-
ed to be slid into openings in a frame and
formed of flattened parts having end walls
formed from sheet metal extended upward
from the forward edges of the flattened parts,
eachof thesheet-metal end walls being formed
at one end with a bent portion adapted to re-
ceive and hold one end of an index eard or
slip and the other end of each end wall be-
ing provided with a numbered projection one
side of which is provided with means to hold
the other end of an index card or slip and
the flattened part of each member or ele-
ment being provided with record - holding
means, substantially as set forth. |

5. In a device of the character described, a
member having a raised end wall provided
with means for detachably holding an index
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card or slip and having a flattened portion
adapted to be slid into an opening in a frame
and provided with record-hulding means, an
auxiliary tablet also provided with record-
holding means and two links at each end of
said tablet, each link having one end pivot-
ally connected with the auxiliary tablet and

its other end pivotally connected with said |

| lattened portion of the member, substan-
tially as set forth.
Signed at Cincinnati, Ohio, this 31st day of
May, 1902. * - ‘ |
| EDWIN LEWIS DODSON.
Witnesses: | -
J. S. WEATHERBY,
J. R. BENDER.
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