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To all whom it may concern:

.be it known that I, GEORGE W. STILSON, a,
citizen of the United States, residing at Buf-
falo, New York, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Thimbles for

- Stovepipes, of which the following is a full,
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clear, and exact description.

My invention relates to improvements in
thosestovepipe-thimblesin which the opening
may be with the greatest facility closed en-
tirely or may be easily and quickly adapted
to recelve any one of several standard sizes
of pipe. | |

1he main object of my invention is to pro-
vide a thimble with means whereby the space
between the stovepipe and the body of the
thimble is increased to provide a deep ledge
or guard, and this I accomplish by extending
the collar of the thimble within the body

thereof in the same plane as the outer flange

to provide an interior flange in which is

formed an exterior rabbet or annular recess

to provide a seat to receive a circular plate.
T'o these ends my invention consists of the
stovepipe-thimble as hereinafter desecribed
and adapted to the conditions of manufacture
and building. |
Referring to the drawings herewith, con-

sisting of one sheet, in which like characters |

of reterence indicate corresponding parts,
Figure 1 is a sectional view in perspective of
thethimble proper. Fig.2isa sectional view

~ 1n perspective of my closing-lid. Tig. 3 is a
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sectional view in perspective of one of my
reducing-rings. Fig. 4 is a front elevation
of the thimble proper,fitted with the closing-
lid.  Fig. 5 is a face view of one of my reduc-
Iing-rings. Fig. 6 is a similar view of another
of such rings. Fig. 7 is an axial section
taken on the line 7 7, Fig. 4, showing the po-
sition of the parts for connecting them to-
gether; and Fig. S is asimilar view, the parts
being disconnected. |

1 represents the e¢ylindrical body of th
thimble, which is adapted to fit the opening
leading into the chimney. '

2 represents the outside flange of the col-
lar, formed at right angles to the body, and
2* represents an inside flange in the same
plane as the collar, so as to be flush with the
surfacethereof. Thisintegral collarisadapt-
ed to lie, as nearly as may be, flush with the

| into the chimney -opening.

wall of the room and to completely close the
space about the body 1.

3 1s an annular seat made in the interior
edge of the flange 2°. )

4 represents notches cut through the re-
duced wall 10 of the inner flange 2* and adapt-
ed to allow the lugs 8 to pass through them.

5 18 the outside face -of my closing-lid and
is adapted when placed in position to fit lush
with the face of the collar.

6 1s the outside face of my reducing-rings,
which when in position are also adapted to
1t flush with the face of the collar.

7 represents the openings in the reducing-
rings, which may be of many various sizes.

Diametrically opposite to each other on
each of the reducing-rings, as well as on the
closing-lid, are lugs 8, which are adapted to
pass through the notches 4. The backs of

the lids are all provided with annular seats

9, which fit to the annular reduced wall 10 of
the inner flange 2°, and the lugs 8 project
sufficiently beyond to engage over the back
surface of the reduced wall 10 when the rings
are in place. ‘

The method of application of my inven-
tion is simple. The thimble should be per-
manently secured in the chimney-opening.
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It should preferably be built in or cemented

The reducing-
ring, having an opening corresponding to the
size of stovepipe to be used, is seated in the
groove 3 in such position that the lugs 8 will
rogister with the notches 4. The reducing-

ring 1s then turned either to the right or to

the left until the lugs 8 have passed out of

Tegister with the notches 4, when the ring

will be firmly secared to the collar by the en-
gagement of the lugs Swith the reducéd wall
10. In like manner the closing-lid may be
secured to the collar when it is desired to
plug the opening, when the lugs and notches
will oceupy, relatively, the positions indi-
cated in broken-line outline in Fig. 4.

It is apparent thattheopening inthe thim-

 ble should be of a larger diameter than the

largest size of pipe to be used and that a
sufficient number of interchangeable reduc-
ing circular plates should accompany each
thimble to adapt the device to all the stand-
ard sizes of pipe. This becomes the more

necessary on account of the inereasing use
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of oil and gas stoves using small pipe and | dial integral lugs, insertible through the ra-

the large increase of rented houses and apart-
ment-houses, wherein frequent changes of
stove-fitting occur.

It will be noted that the flange 2* projects
inwardly beyond the interior wall of the body
1. This is done in order to provide a deep
ledge or guard which will catch soot or other
chimney-droppings and prevent them from
running down upon and defacing the wall
surrounding the thimble-opening.

Having thus described myinvention and its
method of application, what I claim 18—

1. A stovepipe-thimble comprising a cy-
lindrical body formed with a flat collar ex-
tending within and without the body to pro-
vide an outer flange and an inner flange of
the same thickness, and in the same plane as
the collar and a deep ledge or guard; the in-
ner flange having an exterior rabbet provid-

ing an annularseat, and a reduced wall and

radial recesses in the reduced wall of the
inner flange, and a circular plate adapted to
fit in the exterior seat with its outer face
flush with the flat collar and having ofiset ra-

dial recesses, and annular seats in which the

reduced wall of the inner flange is received.

2. A stovepipe-thimble comprising a cy-
lindrical body formed with a flat collar ex-
tending within and without the body to pro-
vide an outer flange and an inner flange of
the same thickness, and in the same plane as

- the collar and a deep ledge or guard; the in-

ner flange having an exterior rabbet provid-
ing an annular seat, and a reduced wall and
radial recesses in the reduced wall of the in-
ner flange, and interchangeable circular
plates adapted to fit in the exterior seat with
their outer faces flush with theflat collar and
having offset radial integral lugs, insertible
through the radial recesses, and annular
seats in which the reduced wall of the inner
flange is received. |
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In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 43

hand in the presence of two witnesses.

| GEORGE W. STILSON.

Witnesses: |
J. M. LOWE,

K. M. BALDRIDGE.
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