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1o all whom It may concern: -
Be it known that I, JosEPH WILLIAM CON-
NOLLY, a citizen of the United States, and a
resident of Toledo, in the county of Lucas and
State of Ohio, have invented new and useful

Improvements in Door-Latches, of which the

followingisafuall,clear,and exactdescription.

My invention relates to door-latches, its ob-
ject being more particularly to produce a
simple and efficient latech which can normally

be released from only one side of a door, but !
which ean be so arranged that it may be re- .

leased from either or both sides of the door.
Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,

in whieh similar characters of reference indi-

cate corresponding parts in all the figures.
Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective view
showing my latch as applied to an ordinary
wire-sereen door. Fig. 2 is a side elevation
of the latch and its mountings. Fig. disa
side elevation of the latch removed from its
mountings. Figs.4and 5 are horizontal sec-
tions showing my device as applied to differ-
ent types of sliding doors. Kig. 6 is a side
view of a modification in the form of the end
of the latch, and Figs. 7 and 8 are views of
modificationsin the general form of the latch.

My invention admits of so many modified

forms that I find it impracticable to describe
all of them in detail. I will therefore de-
scribe only one or two of my preferred forms.

The door is shown at 1,-and the jamb at 2.
The door is provided with a slot 3 and with a
removable block 4, which eovers the lateh, as
shown.

serew-pivot 7 is inserted into the door 1. One
end 8 of the lateh is curved upward for the
purpose of affording a convenient grip for
the finger. The other end of the latch is pro-
vided with a head 9, having a bevel 14 and

being of substantially triangunlar shape, as in- .
3 hGOkr

dicated more particuiarly in Fig. 2.

A hook 10 is loosely monnted upon a pivot
11, rigidly secured in the lateh. The hook
10 is provided with a slightly-curved edge 12,

the same constituting a sort of bevel oppo- |
site the bevel 14, the head 9 and the hook 10 |

so thus together constituting a composite mem-

ber of substantially triangular form, as indi- | given the position shown.

For this purpose-the lateh 1s pro-
vided with a pivot-hole 6, through which the

| cated in Figs. 2 and'3. A recess 13 in the '

hook is free to be engaged by a boss 13%, rig-
idly secured to the jamb 2. A boss 15, prei-
erably integral with the lateh 5, is disposed
in the position indicated in Figs. 1, 2, and 3,
so that .the hook 10 may rest upon the boss

| when the hook is placed in the position shown
by dotted lines in Fig. 3.
in this position, all that is necessary is to
throw it upward, whereupon it lodges with its

To place the hook

back upon the boss 15.

When the hook is in the position indicated
by the dotted lines in Fig. 3 and the door 1s
closed, the bevel edge 14 of the head 9 merely

glides upward over the boss 13%, and the

head then drops down, so as to.hold the door
closed. A slight pressure upward upon the
end 8 of the lever will of course elevate the
triangular head 9. If, however, the hook 10

be thrown over to the right from the position
indieated in dotted lines, so as to assume the.

position indicated in full lines in Kig. 3, an-
other result takes place, to wit: The boss 15*
enters the recess 13 in the hook, so that down-
ward pressure upon the end 8 of the lever

does not disengage the lever from the boss.
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In other words, a person outside of the door |

is unable to open the same. This arrange-

‘ment is uséd in various relations, and partic-

ularly where it is desired to leave a door in
such a condition that persons inside of the
house can open the door, but persons outside
are unable to open the same. It therefore
serves as a very efficient night-latch when
used in this manner. During the daytime

| the hoolk 10 preferably occupies the position
indicated in dotted lines.
‘this position, the latch ean be used for an in-

When placed 1n

definite period of time without causing the

doorto lock. The instant the hook is thrown

over, however, and the door is closed 1t auto-
matieally locks the latch, and the latter can
only be released from the side adjacent to the

Where a sliding door of the type indicated
in Fig. 4 is used, the two jambs 15* 16 are dis-
posed in the nsual manner, and the sliding
member 17 normally occupies the position
indicated. The latch 5 is arranged parallel
with the plane of the door, the hook 10 being
In this event the
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door can only be opened by persons adjacent: | claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

to the side of the door upon which the hook
appears or when the hook occupies the posi-
tion indicated by dotted lines in Fig. 8. If
desired, the form shown in Fig. 5 may be

used. Asshown in Fig. 5, an auxiliary lever
18, provided with an upturned end 20, is rig- |

1dly secured upon the pivot 19, and the latch
5 is also rigidly secured upon this pivot, so
that the latch can normally be raised by a
person upon either side of the door. The
movable part of this door is shown at 21 and
the jamb at 22. Where this form is used, as
in those above described, the hook 10 may be
left in the position indicated by dotted lines
in Fig. 3, so that the latch may be left in the
position indicated by full lines in Fig. 3,
whereupon the latch can be released only by
persons upon thatside of the door represented
at the bottom of the figure.

Instead of having the upturned end 8 the
latch may be provided with a ring 82, in which
a good grip may be secured by a finger.

If desired, the latch forms instead of being

flat may be bent, as indicated, into either of |.

the forms 5° 5°.  (Shown in Figs. 7 and 8.)

Having thus described my invention, I |

Patent— |
1. As an article of manufacture, a door-
lateh comprising a lever secured to a swing-

ing member and provided with a head hav-

ing a bevel face and also provided with a de-
pending hook having a bevel face, the said
bevel faces together normally coustituting a
member of substantially triangular shape,
and a boss secured to the doorway, to be en-
gaged by either of said beveled faces.

2. As an article of manufacture, a door-
latch comprising a longitudinal lever pro-
vided with a head having a bevel edge, a
hook loosely provided upon said lever adja-
cent to sald head and provided with a bevel
edge, said bevel edges normally meeting at a
common point, and a boss against which said
hook may be lodged for the purpose of tem-
porarily rendering said hook inactive.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

JOSEPH WILLTAM CONNOLLY.

Witnesses: |

MiCHAEL CONNOLLY,
FELIX CONNOLLY.
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