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To all whom it may concerns

Beit known that we, ALICE J. GASTREN and
JAMES G. CORTELYOU, citizens of the United
States, residing at Los Angeles, in the county
of Los Angeles, State of California, have in-
vented new and useful Improvements in
Hooks and Kyes, of which the following is a
specification.

1The object of our invention is to provide a
hook and eye that will not accidentally come
unfastened and which are easily fastened and
unfastened; and the invention lies in the
novel features of construction set forth in the
following specification and claims and illus-
trated iIn the accompanying drawings, in
which the parts are shown enlarged. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the hook and eye attached; and Figs.
2 and 5 are elevational views, respectively, of
the hook and eye.

Referring morespecifiecally to the drawings,
theletter A indicates the hook as a whole, and
K the eye. The hook A and eye E are each
formed from a single piece of wire, and the
ends are bent to form the usual loops L for
attaching them to the garment. The shank

portion of the hook A consists of two straight.

parallel membersin contact, or nearly so, with
each other. 'The central portion is bent to
form a hook I, which has a pear-shaped head
or bill B, having a narrow point and broad-

ening out toward the hook H and then con-

tracting rather sharply to the hook part.
The eye K is constructed of a single piece
of wire, the ends of which are bent to form
attaching-loops .. Thedistance between the
attaching-loops is somewhat extended to fa-
cilitate the engagement of the hook there-
with, which will be found of great advantage
in securing the shoulder, side, and back por-
tions of garments which cannot be seen by
the user, inasmuch as heretofore in the em-
ployment of eyes of the narrow type great in-
convenience resulted from the accuracy re-
quired in registering the nose of the hook
therewith. A portion of the wire [ adjacent
to each of the attaching-loops L lies in the
same horizontal plane as the loops and par-
allel with the surface of the material X, to
to which it is secured. The central portion

-

attached.

| is bent upward'above the plane of the attach-

ing-loops to form a hump F with sides slop-
ing from the center of the eye, so that the bill
of the hook will not cateh on the sides of the
eye as it passes thereunder when engaging
the eye, said sloping sides codperating with

the pear-shaped bill to cause the bill to ride

downwardly and beneath the eye and serving
to center the neck of the hook when the bill
has passed thereunder. This hump rises in
a vertical plane which is at right angles to
the horizontal plane in which the attaching-
loops lie. T'he width of the lower and wider
portion of the hump is less than the width of
the broadest part of the Dbill, so that by rea-
son of the opposite portions [/ of the eye di-
rectly overlying the material (see Fig. 1) it will
be necessary for the broad part of the bill to
depress a portion of the material to which the
eye 1s attached in its passage under the eye
K. As soon as the broad part of the bill of
the hook has passed under the eye the resili-

ency of the material causes the narrow neck
I to enter the hump F of the eye, and the

hook and eye are then held securely against
accidental unfastening from the fact that the
broad part of the bill will come in contact
with that part of the eye that lies in the same
plane as the attaching-loops of the eye and

~will not pass thereunder until enough force

has been applied thereto to overcome the re-
siliency of the material to which the eye is
The portions | adjacent to the
hump F and the cloth to which the eye is at-
tached form a guard against the accidental
separation of the hook and eye.

Having described our invention, what we
c¢laim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— |

1. In combination with a hook having a
widened bill, an eye having a raised portion
intermediate of its ends, the widest part of
sald raised portion of the eye being of less
width than the widest part of the bill and
adapted to receive the neck of the hook, said
eye having portions/{, / adjoining said raised
portion for securing the same to a fabriec or
the like and said portions /, [ being arranged
to lie flat upon the surface of said fabric in
the plane of the bill of the hook when the
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hook is in engaged position with the eye, and |

to abut said bill to prevent accidental with-
drawal of the same,substantially as deseribed.

2. Aneyeofthecharacter deseribed having
a raised poriion intermediate of its ends, with
sides sloping downwardly and outwardly,
straight extensions /, [/ adjoining said raised
portion and in alinement therewith, means at
the outer ends of said extensions lying in the
plane of the same for securing the eye to a
fabric or the like with the extensions /,7 flat
upon the surface of said fabrie, and a hook
having a pear-shaped bill the widest part of
which is of greater width than the widest part
of sald raised portion, the neck of said hook
being adapted to fit into the raised portion of
the eye when the bill of the hook is inserted
beneath the extensions /, [ and forced up-
wardly by the fabric into position to abut the
eye to prevent withdrawal of the hook from
engagement therewith; substantially as de-
scribed. | |

5. A fastener comprising a hook having a |

716,404

widened bill, and an eye adapted to be en-
gaged by the bill and having a raised portion
intermediate of its ends, the widest portion
of which is of less width than the widest por-
tion of the bill and adapted to receive the
neck of the hook, said eye also having alined
straight extensions adjoining said raised por-
tion, a resilient member directly underlying
the straight extensions of the eyeand adapted
to retain the neck of the hook in the raised

portion of the eye when the same has been

engaged therewith, and means at the ounter
ends of the eye securing the same to the re-
silient member; substantially as deseribed.
In witness that we claim the foregoing we
have hereunto subscribed our names, this 8th

day of August, 1898, at Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia. L
ALICE J. GASTREN.
JAMES G. CORTELYOU.
Witnesses:

HENRY T. HAZARD,
A. D. ANDREWS.
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