-~ No. 715,730.

(No Model.)
|

m.
el

e ey eesssseseesessiepeeeeesslblssTTTn———————"S . ——S———— -
elelel— L

Patented Dec. 9, 1902.

A. M. ZINN.
 THEATER APPLIANCE.

{gppticatinn filed Jan. 15, 1002.)

“._-— —-—:_-——' T — ‘
T L EE— - —— — T
L "E—— “-l-_l- ‘ - i
" E ] L ] S -
. "

re— [ TR R VTR A R e, ————————————— —— gy L — -

1 E-‘__________ e

g ] 3 ey e\

="
smifelnie" . il A .H"

ET_O—"'-:.__:._.__‘"-::"“T___——_-__ e

— 75 ——
e G et e r—rre—. ¥ st § et e —

O - T - ol
® : ‘
7 ',.‘- .,.- .‘...:“.-'l
® J | = > 0 ¢ 3 4 _ | s
] -3 ¥ A i . ] 4 Y- -_ 5
| : . | ") ! -0 | -t | | o .
| ) * __ n " l QT o . L - o
| | i- 0 ; | . - e L . Y .s = | -
j—' | S | (e A | . * 7 —
| I.- 5 1 d A C 1 & C -/ égjﬁ
. X - . En A L A 2 | :’ . . ;
.i | ll . =J [le ) I 3 O ¥
v Ly E VA » g R ry | '.
: / : 9 e : | i e ’
- ] . [ W $ . ’ E . I.
L P A J - e T I I
W ' - . |
. ] & ‘ () Y - |
.- ). - X | . _ | -
. ° ] J * Y j I
Y3 d ¢ ) - Q © ] sk B’ 1 l| "
7 U I I Y ' 1 Y r |}
i 7
/E::-' A . X
el . ,_
Za 5| .
- ; f . lv
T

. --""-"l'-'-l--l"'-'-l-'-'-—il-‘--ﬁ-—-“-“h-‘u
- =

Wiigassés:

.|_".__a =

THE NORRIS PETERS €O, PHOTO-LITHO., WASHINGTON, D. .

© Ry




10

- dances, scenic effect, exhibition, and adver- |

L5

20

30

35

40

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ALBERT M. ZINN, OF SPOKANE, WASHINGTON.

THEATER APPLIANCE.
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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, ALBERT M. ZINN, a citi-
zon of the United Stetes residing at Spoka,ne

in the county of Spokane and State of Wash-
ington, have invented a new and useful Thea-
“ter Appliance, of which the following is a

specification.

This invention relates gener all y to theater
appliances, and Speelﬁea.lly to a novel ar-
rangement of stage-fitting adapted particu-
larly for use in connection with spectacular

tising purposes.

The object of the invention i1s to provide a
novel arrangement of back and fore ground
for a stage whleh ander action of motion and
projected light will present to an audience an
illusion of appearing and disappearing bril-
liant jewels or of phosphorescent insects flit-
ting through the air around and over the
stage. |

Wl‘nh these and other objects in view, as
will appear as the nature of the invention is
better understood, the same consists in the
novel construction and combination of parts
of a stage-fitting, as will be hereinafter fully
descrlbed and ela,lmed

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, and in which like
numerals of reference indicate corresponding
parts, there is illustrated a form of embodi-
mentof the invention,together with aslightly-
modified form thereof eapeble of carryingthe
same into effect, 1t beiug understood that the
elements therein exhibited may be varied or

changed as to shape, proportion, and exact,
manner of assemblagewithoutdeparting from

the spirit thereof.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view in ele-
vation of acurtain eonstltutmcr whatis known
in theatrical parlance as a ‘¢ back dr op” and

- designated helemefter the ‘““background.”
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Fig. e is a similar view of a eurtam consti-
tuting what is known as the *‘front” curtain
and desi gnated hereinafter the *‘foreground.”
Fig. 3 is a view in sectional elevation exhib-
iting the manner in which the appliance is
disposed with relation to the dancer.

hibiting the manner in which the SANO will
be constructed for use as a ‘“leg-drop” and
‘““border,” respectively.

Figs..
4 and 5 are modified forms of foreground, ex-"

(No model.)

Refer?rincr to the drawings, 1 designates a

curtaln eonstltutuwthe beekwmuud thesame '

being constructed of any suitable dark or
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black material and Suspended in any pre-

ferred manner from a batten 2. The front
or outer side of the curtain has glued or other-

wise attached to it any desired number of

small pieces of mirror 3, of regular or irregu-

surface thereof at like or unlike distances
apart, according to the eﬁ:‘eeb desired to be
secured.

The curtain 4, which constitutes the fore-
ground, eon31sts of a plurality of pendants or
suspe ndmmeords 5,preferably of strong black
thread, to ‘each of which is secured at equal
or unequel distances apartreflecting-surfaces
6, consisting each of two pieces ef mirror
nlued back to back to the suspendmﬂ'-eords
thesaid surfaces to be either regular orirregu-
Jar in shape, as may be prefemed The up-
per ends of the cords are secured to a batten
7. which latter is held suspended in front of
the background and at a sufficient distance
thelefrom to afford the dancer ample room
for movement, as clearly shown in Fig. 3, the
Jower ends of the pendents to lie close to but
not touch the stage in order that they may be
free for movement.

In use the two curtains will have constant
movement, either by being shaken by hand
or by ha,vmo' a blast of air pro;ected against
them from a fan, thereby imparting to both
the background and foreground an undula-
tory motion and, further, causing the pend-
ants to twist end untwist or rota.te vertically,
whereby the light thrown thereagainst will
be intermittently caught and reflected, it be-

ing apparent that so lonﬂ' as the bmad side

60'.

| lar shape, which may be dlSposed over the |
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of the 1eﬂeetmﬂ'-su1feees of the foreground

are directed towerd the audience the light
will be re
the surfaces come opposite the observer the
licht will cease. With the background, how-
ever, the light-rays travel across the curtaln
in waves or flashes intermittently, according

to how it 18 waved or moved as may be pre-

ferred.

"~ When this stage- fitting is employed, the
hall or theater mll be in perfeet darkness,
the light projected on the curtains being from

| the rear of the theater or from the sides of the

lected; but as'soon as the edges of
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stage or from beneath or from above the stage
or from any combination of said places, ac-
cording to the effect desired or preferred, so
that under motion a brilliant and beautiful
effect will result, and by the employment of
varicolored lights the elegance of the exhibi-
tion will materially be enhanced. Colored
electric, calecinm, or incandescent lights only
are used, thereby preventing an audience
from seeing how the effects are produced,
which it could easily perceive were white
lights employed. Owing to the fact that both
the suspending-cords and back-curtain mate-
rial are black or dark, the former will be in-
visible to the spectators, and thus to all ap-
pearances the brilliant points of light alter-
nately appearing and disappearing in the
space in front of the background are suspend-
ed or seem to be floating in mid-air, darting
and shooting through space like comets or
shooting stars, while the reflecting-surfaces
of the background, projecting steady but
scintillating rays of light, will have the ap-
pearanceof the firmamenton acloudless night
or of moonlight on rippling waters, the effect
produced being determined by the mannerin
which the curtain is moved or waved.

In Fig. 4 the foreground is shown as adapt-
ed for exhibition in connection with a leg-
drop, and in Fig. 5 as a border, the suspend-
ing-cords in this latter instance at the cen-
terof the eartain being shorter than those at
the ends, so that the dancer ean have space
for movement under the borders and between
the legs of the leg-drop, the borders and leg-
drops acting merely as wings in a theater-
scene to complete the setting of the stage and
to prevent an appearance of emptiness be-
tween the front curtain and back drop over-
head and on the sides, at the same time creat-
1Ing more jewels to reflect the light-rays.

It is intended that these curtains shall be

715,730

readily adaptable to stages without necessi-
tating any change in the structural arrange-
ment thereof and, in effect, to constitute a
part of the dancer’s outfit. -

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters PPatent, is—

1. A theater appliance comprising a back-
ground composed of a continuous surface
carrying light-reflecting means, and a fore-
ground composed of pendants carrying light-
reflectine means. |

2. A theater appliance comprising a back-
oground composed of a dark curtain having
light-reflecting surfaces disposed on its outer
side, and a foreground composed of flexible
pendants having light-reflecting surfaces se-
cured in pairs thereto.

3. A theater appliance comprising a back-
ground and a foreground suitably spaced
apart, the background comprising a batten
and a dark curtain secured thereto carrying
light-reflecting surtaces, and the foreground
comprising a batten and a plurality of cords
secured thereto and carrying reflecting-sur-
faces arranged back to back.

4. A theater appliance consisting of a back-
ground and a foreground suitably spaced
apart, the background comprising a batten
and a dark curtain secured thereto carrying
pleces of mirror constituting light-reflecting
surfaces, and the foreground comprising a
batten and a plurality of cords secured there-
to carrying pieces of mirror secured back to
back and constituting reflecting-surfaces.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

- ALBERT M. ZINN.

Witnesses:
AL ONKEN,
GEO. C. BLAKESLEE.
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