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o all whom Tt mc&y CONCETTL:

Be it known that I, LA FAYETTE WILDER-
MUTH, a citizen of the United States, residing

at Columbus in the county of Franklin and |

State of Ohw have invented a new and use-
ful Grass- Reeeptacle for Lawn-Mowers, of
which the following is a specification.

Thisinvention r elates to that class of grass-
receptacles for lawn-mowing machines which
are provided with a frame that may be dis-
tended, so as to fit machines of dif
widths.

My invention relates especially to an im-

proved construction of the frame and the con-

struction therewith of a spring by means of
which the said frame may be contracted so
as to retain 1t securely in position for opera-
tion upon the machine to which it is applied.

Specifically my invention consists in the

improved construction and arrangement of
the parts of the frame, which will be herein-
after fully described, and particularly point-
ed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure1is
a perspective view of my improved grass-re-
ceptacle for lawn-mowers, the front portion
of the receiving-bag having been broken
away so as to expose the construction of the

frame more clearly. Fig. 2 is a perspective

view of the upper frame of the device. Fig.
3 18 a perspective view of the lower frame.
Fig. 4 is a detail view showing the joint be-
tween the upper and the lower frame.
Corresponding parts in the several figures
are indicated by like characters of reference.
The frame of my improved grass-receptacle
is composed of two separate parts—namely, a
top frame 1 and a bottom frame 2. 'The top

frame is composed of the sides 3 3, connected

at their upper ends by a cross-piece 4 and
having their frontends extended downwardly
to form legs 5 5, the lower ends of which are
bent or twisted to form eyes 6 6, from which
short shanks 7 7 are extended downwardly, as
shown. Fromthelowerends of these shanks
short arms 8 8 are extended forwardly, and
these arms are provided at their front ends
with inturned hooks or catches 9 9.
frame, as well as the lower frame, to be pres-
ently described, is preferably constructed of
wire, galvanized wire being preferred, this

being a material which lends itself readily to |
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tion of the spring that

the construction described and which is du-

rable, inexpensive, and not liable to deshrue-
tion bV rust or from.other causes.

The bottom frame of the deviceis composed
of the sides 10 10, which are spaced apart by
the eross- piece 11. The front ends of the
side.pieces 10 10 are bent at right angles, so

as to form what I shall call the ©¢ guide-rods”
1212, each of which is of alength about equal
to the rear piece 11. These guide-rods lying
closely together constitute the front end of
the bottom frame. KEach of the guide-rods

12 is provided at a point closely adjacent to

the side bar 10, from which it extends, with
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a depression 13 the purpose of which w1ll

presently be made apparent.

‘In connecting the frames of my improved

device the O'mde-rodS forming the front ends
of the bottom frame are mserted from the

outside through the eyes 6 of the top frame, |

the said eyes 6 forming bearings that engage

with the depressions 13 in the guide-rods, so

as to form hinges, whereby the two frames
are enabled to have a swinging movement
relatively to each other. The depressions 13

75

also form shoulders that engage the eyes 6, so

as to form lock-joints that will be found effi-
cient in preventing the aceldental displace-
ment of the parts.

14 designates a spring, which is coiled upon
the ﬂ'ulde rods 12, constituting the front end
of the bottom fra,me of the dewce The ends
of this spring are twisted around, and thus
connected with the sides of the frame.

30

This
spring, it will thus be seen, performs a dou-

ble function in that it not only serves to

draw the sides of the top frame in the direc-
tion of each other, but also to connect or

go

hold together the rods 11, constituting the

front end of the bottom frame. Thesaid rods
in turn also perform a double function in
that they not only connect the sides or con-
stitute the front end of the bottom frame,
but also serve to support the spring 14, which
is guided upon the said rods. It will spe-
cially be observed that no matter how far the
sides of the frame are distended the spring
14 will always be supported throughout its
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entire length. This is an important feature -

in the construction of the device, inasmuch
as without such permanent support any por-
might be left unsup-
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ported would on coming in contact with any
obstruction be liable to be bent or distorted
out of shape and be permanently injured.

- I prefer to provide the bottom frame with
one or more braces 16, consisting of rods or
wires provided at their rear ends with eyes
17, engaging the rear eross-bar of said bot-
tom frame and having at their front ends
eyes 13, that encircle the guide-rods 12, both
of the latter being encireled by each of said
eyes. These braces when used serve to
strengthen the device, to form additional
supports for the bottom of the bag or textile
receptacle usedin connection with the frame,
and to form additional supports for the guide-
rods 12,whilein no wise hindering or obstruct-
ing the operation of the spring 14.

Upon the rear cross-bar 4 of the top frame
18 mounted a hook 19, adapted to be connect-
ed with the handle of the lawn- mower to
which the device is applied. The entire
frame comprised by the top and bottom
frames supports in the usual manner a bag
or receptacle 20, made of any suitable textile
material.

In operation the device is connected with a
lawn-mower by distending the sides of the
frame and placing the hooks 9 of the top
frame in engagement with suitable slots or
socketsin thesidesof the mower-frame. These
slots or sockets may be specially provided, or
I may make use of the slots in the roller-ad-
Justing links or any other part of the mower
that lends itself to the purpose. 1Itis evident
that the sides of the frames of my device are
capable of considerable distention, thus en-
abling the device to be adjusted for operation
upon lawn-immowers greatly varying in width,
Owing to this considerable scope of adjust-
ment, my device need not be manufactured
In many different sizes. In fact, one single
size may be used successfully upon lawn-
mowers of all the sizes ordinarily used. It
1s obvious that the bag or receptacle 20 should
be made loose enough to lend itself to such
Itis especially when the device
1s used upon a swall or narrow machine that
the slack in the bottom of the bag will need
the support of the longitudinal braces 16.
The latter, however, have additional useful
functions, as stated above.

I have in the foregoing described the pre-
ferred construction of the parts of my inven-
tion; but I desire it to be understood that I
reserve the right to any modifications and
changes of details which are within the scope
of the Invention.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
ciaim and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States—

L. Ina device of theclass described the com-
bination with a top frame composed essen-
tially of side pileces spaced apart by a rear
cross-nar,said side pieces being provided with
eyes, of a bottom frame composed of side
pleces spaced apart by a rear cross-bar and

1
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top frame and extending the full length be-
tween the sides thereof, and means for hold-
Ing said front pieces in sliding engagement
with each other, substantially as set forth.

2. Inadeviceof theclassdescribed,the com-
bination with a top frame composed essen-
tially of side pieces spaced apart by a rear
cross-bar,said side pieces being provided with
eyes, of a bottom frame composed of side
pieces spaced apart by a rear cross-bar and
having front pieces engaging the eyes of the
top frame and extending between the sides
thereof, and a spring coiled upon said front
pleces and having its ends connected with the
side pieces of the frame, substantially as set
forth.

3. Inadeviceof the class described the com-
bination of a top frame composed essentially
of side pieces spaced apart by a rear cross-
bar, said side pieces being provided with eyes,
a bottom frame composed of side pieces spaced
apart by a rear cross-bar and having front
pieces engaging the eyes of the top frame and
extending between the sides thereof, and
braces having eyes engaging the rear cross-
bar of the bottom frame and additional eyes
engaging the front pieces of said frame which
are thereby slidingly held together, substan-
tially as set forth.

4. In a device of the class described the
herein-described bottom frame having front
pieces or guide-rodslyingloosely against each
otherin combination with longitudinal brace-
rods connected with the rear cross-bar of the
frame and having eyes encircling the front

pieces or guide-rods of the same, which are

thereby slidingly connected, substantially as
set forth.

5. In a device of the class described the
herein-described bottom frame having front
pileces orguide-rodslying loosely against each
other, and longitudinal braces connected with
the rear cross-bar of the frame, and having
eyes encircling the front pieces of the same,
which are thereby slidingly conunected, in
combination with a suitably-constructed top
frame having eyes engaging the front pieces
of the bottom frame at points adjacent to the
sides thereof, and a spring coiled upon said
front pieces and connected at its ends with
the sides of the frame, substantially as set
forth. |

6. In a device of the class described the
herein-described bottom frame having front
pieces lying loosely against each other and
provided with recesses forming shoulders ad-
jacent to thesidesthereofin combination with
atop frame having eyes engaring the recesses
upon the front pieces of the bottom frame,and
aspring coiled upon said front pieces and con-
nected with the sides of the frame, substan-
tially as set forth,

7. In a device of the class described the
herein-described top frame composed essen-
tially of side pieces connected and spaced
apart by arear cross-bar, front pieces extend-

having front pieces engaging the eyes of the | ing downwardly from said side pleces, eyes
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formed at the lower ends of said side pieces, | the side pieces and engaging the eyes of the

and members extending forwardly from said
eyes and having inturned hooks, in combina-
tion with the bottom frame composed essen-
tially of side pieces spaced apart by a rear
cross-bar,

the front ends of the side pieces and over-
lapping each other, and longitudinal braces
connected with the rear cross—bar of said bot-
tom frame and having eyes encircling the
overlapping front pieces of the same, the lat-
ter being provided with recesses adjacent to

front pieces bent 1nwardly from

top frame, and a spring coiled upon the over-
lapping front pieces of the bottom frame and
connected at its ends with the sides of the
frame, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foreﬂ'omfr as
my own I have hereto at

LA FAYETTE WILDFRMUTH

Witnesses:
FRANKLIN RUBRECHT,

LUKE G. BYRNE.

ixed my sw‘nature in
- the presence of two witnesses. |
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