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~ file cases or boxes for use in filing letters,
bills, &c., of that class wherein the papers

"UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

FELIX TRAMBLAY,

OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

FILE-BOX.

SPECIFICATIOI\T formmg' part of Letters Patent No, 715,710, dated Decem’ber 9, 1902.

Applmatmn filed Janunry 6,1902, Serial No. 38, 497,

LNO model.)

To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, FELIX TRAMBLAY, of
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvem_ents in File-Boxes; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, reference
being had tothe accompanyingdrawings, and
10 the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this speclﬁcatmn

This invention relates to Improvements in

~are filed between index-leaves held within the

'15
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- exhibit its constraction.
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5o Ing device lllusbrated in Fig. 5.

‘box or case by means of a suitable holding de-

vice attached to the back wall of the box.
The invention relates prinecipally to a novel
form of box of this character which is so con-
structed that the same may be ‘‘knocked
down” or folded flat while being transported

or stored and which when in its ‘‘set-up” po-

sition forms a rigid box, the several sections
or parts of the box for this purpose. being

flexibly joined or hinged and provided at

their margins with means for detachably lock-
ing or securing the same in their set-up posi-

| 131011

The invention relates also to other features
of construction in filing-boxes, as will here-
inafter more fully appear.

The invention consists in the matters here-
inafter set forth, and more particularly point-
ed out in the appended claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a file box or case embodying my im-
provements, sald box being partly opened to
Fig. 2 18 a similar
view with parts broken away, illustrating a
further opening or separation of the partb
constituting the box. Fig. 3 is a plan view
of the parts constituting a b@x 1n a completely
opened or knocked-’-down position., Fig. 4 is
a fragmentary perspective view 0f one corner
of the box with parts broken away to illus-
trate more clearly the means for detachably
interlocking the parts. Fig. 5 is a fragmen-
tary section taken through one of the lock-
ing devices and part of the wall to which it is
attached. Fig. 6 is a face view of the lock-

-'.____..-i—-h. .

|

Fig. 7isan |

end view of the rear wall of the box with the
end walls folded outwardly, showing the lock-
ing-socket in said end wall.

As shown in said drawings, A demgna,tes

the file case or box as a whole, consisting of 55

bottom and top walls A’ A% respectively, end

walls A% A% back wall AS, and front wall AS.

Said top wall A? is hmfred at 1ts rear margin
to a strip or ledge A’ “which latter extends
across the box from one end wall thereof to
the other. The front wall A®° of the box is
hinged at its lower margin to the bottom wall
A’, soas todrop orfold outwardly. The front
wall of the box is provided on its upper or
free margin with the usual latch a, which is
adapted to engage a metal socket a’, secured
in the front or free margin of the upper wall

60

65

A to lock said latter wall in place when the .

box is closed. . |
The end walls A3 At and the back wall A®

are hinged at their lower margins to the bot-
tom wall, so as to swing or fold outwardly,

and the ledge or strip A" at the back of the

box is also hinged at its rear margin to the

upper margin of the rear wall, said hinged
connection enabling the several connected
members of the box to be folded flat and to
thereby occupy substantially the same plane,
in the manner shown in Fig. 3. The hinged
sections forming the ledge A" and the end
and back walls are provided with fastening
devices by which the same may be locked in
their closed positions. The fastening devices

for this purpose in the construetion shown'

are made as follows:

B B designate lugs which are attached to

the rear end margins of the end walls A% A*

/5

30

and are adapted to enter sockets ¢’at theend -

margins of the rear wall A% when said end
walls are thrown upwardly, as shown in Fig.
1, the lugs being located in a plane parallel
with the back wall, with which they are en-
gaged, and serving when they are engaged
with the back wall to hold the latter from
backward or outward movement. Said lugs
constitute parts of plates B, Figs. 5 and 6,

which are attached to the inner faces of sm_d
end walls A3 A% said plates being bent or
folded at their ends to form the lugs B, which
latter are disposed at substantially rig oht an-
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gles to the principal parts of the plates. The | to the end walls of the box in such manner

lug-plates B’ are attached to the end walls of
the box by means of prongs b6 b, which are
cut and folded outwardly from the bodies of
the plates and extend through apertures in
the end walls and are clenched on the outer
sides thereof in the manner shown in Fig. 5.
In the finished box the plates on the inside of
sald end walls and the clenched or folded
outer ends of the lugs on the outside thereof
are concealed by the usual paper finishing
paper pasted over the inner and outer sur-
faces of said walls. The sockets a?, Fig. 7,
which receive the lugs B3, are formed between

the rear wall A° and a strip A8, secured to |

the inner face of said rear wall, one of said
parts—to wit, the rear wall or said strip—be-
Ing recessed or cut away at its ends to form
sald sockets.

C C designate other lugs which project
downwardly from the under face of the ledge
or strip A at the ends of the latter and are
located in planes parallel with the said end
walls, said lugs being adapted when the box
is in its set-up or assembled position toenter
sockets formed between the inner faces of the
end walls of the box and plates D D, at-
tached to said walls near the rear ends there-
of.
walls of the box in the sameé manner as are
the plates D', being provided with prongs
which arecutand folded outwardly therefrom
and extend through said wallsinthe manner
indicated in Figs. 3and 4. The plates D may
be bent inwardly between their ends to form
sockets to receive the lugs C, or said plates
may be flat and the end walls cut away to
form said sockets. Thelugs Care formed on
the ends of narrow sheet-metal plates C', as
indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 3, and said
plates C’ may be connected with the ledge or
strip A7 in the same manner as are the plates
B" and D, connected with the end walls of the
box. The finishing-paper is shown in Fig. 4
as removed from the inner face of the end
wall of the box in order to more clearly ex-
hibitthe connecting-plates D and B, attached
to salid wall.

Thelugs B Bonthe end walls hold the back
wall and theledge attached thereto from out-
ward movementaway from thesaid end walls,
whtle the lugs C C hold the said end walls
trom outward movementin a direction to dis-
engage them from the back wall and ledge.

The two sets of lugs B I3 and C C therefore !

in themselves serve to hold the parts of the
box in place when set up or in condition for
use, 1t being obvions that the parts will not
become detached unless the ledge be lifted
and swung back until the lugs C C are dis-
engaged from the end walls and that if the
lugs are tightly fitted in the sockets acci-
dental separation of the parts is notliable to
occur in the usual handling of the box.

As a further improvement, however, I pro-
vide means for positively locking the Iugs C

Satld plates D are attached to the end |

e o

]

l

L

L

F

as to prevent the ledge A" being lifted from
the end walls. In theinstance illustrated the
sald lugs and the plates D are apertured to
receive locking - pins K, which pass trans-
versely through the plate and lugs and serve
to prevent accidental separation of said parts
by the lifting of the ledge.  Said pins also
prevent the contents of the box bulging the
ledge outwardly should the box be overfilled.

In assembling the box the back wall is first
thrown upwardly and the end walls A5 Atare

“atterward folded toward said back wall, so

that the locking-lugs B thereof will enter the
sockets g of the back wall of the box. There-
after the ledge A" is folded downwardly to
bring the lugs C into engagement with the
sockets «?, formed between the plates D and
the end walls of the box. Saidlugs maythen
be locked in said plates by inserting the pins
I& through the registering apertures therein,
if sueh additionallocking device be employed.
If desired, the lugs C may extend entirely
past the lower margins of the plates D and
the locking-pins inserted through apertures
1n sald lugs below said plate.

The ends of the strips A® obviously consti-
tute shoulders on the back wall of the box,
which engage the side walls and prevent the
same moving inwardly past their upright po-
sitions, and the interlocking of the lugs with
sald side walls prevents the same spreading
outwardly, thereby affording a rigid connec-
tion between the back and side walls of the
box. It isobvious that the same general re-
sults would be secured if the parts ASand A®
of the back wall were made of a single piece
and the shonlder formed at the ends thereof
by cutting away sald wall at theends. When
the parts of the box are folded upwardly into
the positions described and locked therein,
therefore, the said parts constitute as rigid a
structure as though permanently joined to-
gether in the ordinary manner, while at the
same timesaid construction enablessaid parts
to be separated and the box as a whole to be
knocked down into the flat position shown
in Ifig. 3. The knocking down of the boxes
12 this manner obviously enables the boxes
to be shipped in a much more compact state
than when made in the ordinary manner and
also enables said boxes to be shipped as a
class of freight bearing a much lower rate
than set-up or assembled boxes.

T'he back wall A® is eut away at the center
of its inner face to form an upwardly-opening
recess a°, which is designed to receive a hold-
Ing device for the index -sheets, between
which the papers are filed in the box in the
usual manner. Said sheets and the holding

devices therefor are, for the sake of clearness
of exhibiting the main or principal features
of the device, omitted. By reason of the flexi-
ble connection of the ledge or strip A”with the
back wall of the box said ledge may be thrown
upwardly and away from the end walls suffi-
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~ the details of the fastening and locking de-
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‘ciently to expose the upper open end of the ] walls adapted to enter sockets in said rear

recess a° to enable the usual fastening device | wall,"and lugs on the said’ ledge adapted to
to be inserted thereinto from above. The | enter sockets in said end walls. -
ledge when in its closed position closes said { 6. A knockdown file-box having end, front
recess and prevents accidental displacement ! and back walls which are hinged to the bot-
of said fastening device. ' | | tom wall, and a top wall which comprises a
It is obvious that changes may be made in | narrow rear section or ledge which is hinged
to the back wall, and a wider front section
which is hinged to said ledge, said back wall
being provided with an upwardly-opening in-
dex-holding-device recess which is closed by

vices without departing from the spirit of my
invention, and I do not wish to be limited to
the exact structural details shown herein ex-
cept as hereinafter made the subject of spe- | said ledge, lugs on the end walls adapted to
cific elaims. enter sockets in the rear wall, other lugs on
I claim as my invention— , | sald ledge adapted to enter sockets in the end
1. A knockdown file-box having end, front | walls, and means for positively locking said
and back walls which are hinged to the bot- | last-mentioned lugs in their sockets. |
tom wall, and a top wall which is hinged to 7. A knockdown file-box having end, front
the upper margin of the back wall, said back | and back walls which are hinged to the bot-
wall being provided with a recess to receive
]

a holding device for index-leaves and means ; narrow rear section or ledge which is hinged

- for detachably securing said end, back and | to the back wall, and a wider front section
top walls in their closed positions. - | which is hinged to said ledge, said back wall

30

335
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- being provided with a recess to receive a

2. A knockdown file-box having end, front | being provided with an npwardly-opening in-
and back walls which are hinged to the bot- | dex-holding-device recess which is closed by
tom wall, and a narrow top section or ledge | said ledge, locking-lugs on the end walls

which is hinged to the back wall, said back | adapted to enter sockets in the rear wall,

tom wall, and a top wall which comprises a

7¢
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80.
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wall being provided with an upwardly-open- | other lugs on said ledge adapted to enter

Ing recess to receive a holding device for in- | sockets in the end walls, said last-mentioned.

dex-leavesand meansfor detachablysecuring | lugs being provided with apertures and lock-

said end wall, back wall and ledge in their ing-pins adapted for insertion through said
closed positions. apertures and Into registering apertures in

3. A knockdown file-box having end, front | the end walls. ,
and back walls which are hinged to the bot- o. A file-box provided in its baek wall with
tom wall, and a top wall which comprises a | an upwardly-opening index-holding-device

95

100

narrow rear section or ledge which is hinged | recess, the top wall of said box comprisinga

to the back wall, and a wider front section | narrow annular section or ledge which is
which is hinged to said ledge, said back wall | hinged to the back wall, and which when in
being provided with an upwardly-opening re- | its closed position closes sajd recess, and a
cess to receive a holding device for index- | wider front section hinged to said narrow sec-

leaves, interlocking connections between the | tion and counstituting the lid of the box, and

rear margins of the end walls and the end | locking means at the end margins of said
margins of the back wall, and also between
the end margins of the said ledge and the top | the side walls of the box.

‘margins of said end walls. J. A knockdown file-box havingend, front,
45

4. A knockdown file-box having end, front | and back walls which are hinged to the bot-
and back walls which are hinged to the bot- |
tom wall, and a top wall which comprises a ] bottom wall, said back wall being provided
narrow rear section or ledge which is hinged | with means for attaching thereto a holding
to the back wall, and a wider front section | device for index-leaves, and a top wall which

ledge adapted to engage locking devices on.

tom wall to fold outwardly away from said

105

II0

115

which is hinged to said ledge, said back wall | is hinged to the margin of the back wall to

being provided with an upwardly-opening re- | fold outwardly away therefrom, whereby all
cess to receive a holding device for index- | of said folding walls may be opened flat in
leaves, locking-lugs on the end walls adapted | the same plane with the bottom wall, and
to enter sockets in the rear wall, and locking- | means for locking said folded walls in their
lags on said ledge adapted to enter sockets in | closed positions.

120

the end walls. 10. A knockdown file-box having end, front, .

5. A knockdown file-box having end, front | and back walls which are hinged to the bot-

and back walls which are hinged to the bot- | tom wall to fold outwardly away from said

tom wall, and a top wall which comprises a | bottom wall, said back wall being provided
narrow rear section or ledge which is hinged | with means for attaching thereto a holding
to the back wall, and a wider front section | device for index-leaves, and a top wall which
which is hinged to said ledge, said rear wall | comprises a narrow rear section or ledge
which is hinged to the back wall to fold out-

section which is hinged to said ledge, where-
by all of said folding walls may be opened

ends with outwardly-facing shoulders against
which the end walls bear, lugs on said end

holding device for index-leaves and in its l wardly away therefrom, and a wider front

125

130




=3 715,710

flat in the same plane with the bottom wall, | my invention I affix my signature, in pres-
and interlocking connections between the | ence of two witnesses, this 3d day of Janu-
margins of the end walls and the end mar- | ary, A. D. 1902.
gins of the back wall and also between the FELIX TRAMBLAY.

5 end margins of said ledge and the tops of Witnesses: |
said end walls.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

C. CLARENCE POOLE,
M. L. PRICE.
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