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1o all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, EDWARD LINCOLN PITTS,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Jerome, in the county of Yavapai and Ter-
5 ritory of Arizona, have made certain new and
usetul Improvements in Shoe-Laces, of which

the following is a specification. |
My invention is an improvement in shoe-
laces, having for an object to provide a novel
10 construction of lace which will adjust itself to
fit any size ankle and can be readily fastened
or unfastened when desired; and the inven-

tion consists in certain novel constructions |

and combinations of parts, as will be herein-
15 after described andclaimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my invention as in use. Fig. 21is a
detail perspective view illustrating the oper-
ation of fastening and unfastening the lace

20 ends, and Fig. 3 is a perspective view show-
ing the lace ends fastened. |

By my invention I provide a lace having its
ends A of elastic material, so they ean stretch
and contract to facilitate the fastening and

25 unfastening of the shoe and the proper fit-

ting of thelacearound the ankle of the wearer.

These elastic ends A areshown as secured to
the body or main portion B of the lace, which

latter may be laced and hooked into connec- |

3o tion with the shoe in the- usual manner, as
shown in Fig. 1, and the lace then wrapped
once around the ankle and the fasteners A’
and A* engaged, as shown in Figs. 1and 3, to
secure the lace. The elastic ends A are usu-

35 ally two or three inches long and secured at
one end to the body or main portion of the

lace and provided at their free ends with the

fastening-sections A'and A% Thesesections
are provided with sleeve portions ¢’ and ¢?,

40 by which they are held to the elastic sections

A of the lace, and the fastener A*is provided

with a ball ¢® which engages with the loop a*

of the fastener A’, such loop having its closed
end ¢’ turned out to form a proper bearing

45 for engagement by the ball ¢® when the lace
is fastened, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3.

By making the body of the lace of the or-
dinary lace material, as shown at B, and the
ends elastic and provided with the fastenings
it is obvious I provide the portion of the lace go
which comes in wearing contact with the eye-
lets and hooks of the shoe of good wearing
material stout and strong enough to bear the
wear upon the lace in the use thereof, the
ends being elastic, so they will readily adjust 535
themselves to properly secure the lace and at
the same time permit the yielding of same
with the movements of the foot and the ad-
justment of the lace to ankles of different
sizes. : 6o

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— o

1. The1mproved shoe-lace herein deseribed
comprising the body portion B, the elastic 65

ends A secured at one end to the ends of the

body portion B and provided at their free
ends respectively with the fastenings A’ and
A? the fastening A® having a ball ¢, and the
fastening A’ having a loop a* with its closed 7o
end outturned for engagement by the ball a3,
sald fastenings being provided with sleeves
for connection with the elastic ends of the
lace substantially as set forth.

2. A shoe-lace having elastic ends A and 75
provided at the free ends thereof with the fas-
tening devices comprising a loop in connec-
tion with one elastic end and a head in connec-
tion with the other elastic end for engage-
ment with said loop substantially as set forth. 8o

3. A lace having the elastic ends and pro:
vided at the free extremities thereof with the
fastening devices including a loop having its
closed end outturned and a head engaging
with said loop and bearing in fastened posi- 85
tion against the outturned end thereof, sub-
stantially as set forth.

EDWARD LINCOLN PITTS.

Witnesses: |
GEO. W. AVERY, o
GERTIE MCALLISTER. .
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