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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES J OHN GUS-
TAFSON, a citizen of the United States, and a
resident of Ashtabula, in the eounty of Ash-
tabula and State of Ohio, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvementsin Clasps

for Pocket-Books, of which the followingisa

spemﬁcamon -
This invention rela;tes to new and useful

improvements in clasps for pocket- books,

satchels, wallets, and analogous articles.
The object of this invention is to provide a

~ clasp in which the entire outer surface is free
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from - projections and presents no visible
means for opening it when in a 100ked POsi-
tion.

A further ObJth is to so eonstr uet a pocket-

book eclasp that it may be adapted for two
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compartments, permitting the opening of

either compartment independently of the

other.
The invention consists of a pocket - book

clasp having two bow-wings pivotally con-

nected at their ends to permit them to open
outwardly and a central bow carrying at op-
posite sides a latch to engage with a corre-
sponding lip on the under inner edges of the
bow-wings, the said central bow bemcr di-

vided in ecross-section at its center, for the

purpose hereinafter set forth.
In the drawings similar letters of reference

indicate eorrespondlng parts.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the clasp.
| applled to a pocket-book. FIig. 2 shows a

part of one of the wing-bows. Fig 3 shows
a portion of each sectwn of the central bow.

- Fig. 4 shows the clasp in cross-section at line

x « of Fig.1. Fig. shows the clasp in cross-
section a,t line ¢y ¢ of ¥ig. 1

In the drawings, A A replesent the central
bow, divided in cross-section at g, and B B

‘the bow—wings,which are pivotally connected
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to cross-strips at A.

D D are ribs which support the sections of
the central bow, the said ribs being integral
with the Inner 1ewer edges of the WIDD‘-bOWS
and extending along sald wing-bows,as shown
in Fig. 2.

E Erepresent the hps with which the latches

so I I engage.
It will be seen Lhat the sectlons ot the cen- | central bow divided in cross-section, latches

Y.

‘latches K from the 11pS K.

ribs D, while at their free ends, at g, they are
unsupporbed to permit movement by down-
ward pressure to engage or disengage the
It will be under-
stood that the division in eross-section of the
central bow may be made in outlines other
than shown in the drawings.

-In - operation when downward pressure is
applied at g to section A the latch Fig dis-
engaged, permitting the wing-bow B to be
The sections of the central bow A

opened

| tral bow are supported by the supporting- '
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are rigidly fastened at 4.to the cross-pieces

{ C, thus holding.said sections in permanent

horizontal position when either or both of the
wing-bows are open. When it is desired to

close the pocket-book, the wing-bows are

latches F I will engage the lips 1§ K, the free
ends of the central bow having sufﬁclent re-
silience to permit the engagement.

7 represents the fabme of which the body
of the receptacle may be formed, said fabric
being attached to the clasp- frame in any a.p-
proved and well-known manner.

pressed against the contral bow, when the .

o
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‘The advantages of this invention are tha,t !
1t presents no ra,ls_ed surface to catch adja-

cent objects, is neat in appearance, simple of

construection, secure, and yet easily operated

by any one familiar with it.
Having thus described my invention, I

80l

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters |

Patent—

1. Aeclasp for pocket- books and analogous
receptacles having a central bow divided 1n
cross-section at the center, carrying at the

free end of each section a latch oppositely

disposed, the extreme ends of smd sections
being rigidly fastened to cross-pieces, as de-
scribed and for the purpose set forth. -,

2. A clasp for pocket-books and analogous

receptacles having two wing - bows along

whose inner lower edges, at fractlona,l dis-

tances from their ends are supporting-ribs

which are integral with said wing-bows, said
ribs being provided for the support of the

sections of the central bow as shown and de-
sceribed.

3. The combination with a poeket book or
analogous receptacle of a ¢lasp having the
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at the free end of each section of said central | their ends to cross-pieces, as shown and for

bow to engage with a lip which is integral | purpose described.
with the. lower inner edge of each win fr-bow Signed at Ashtabula, in the county of Ash-
as shown and described. - tabula and State of Ohm, this 2d day of Feb-—
5 4. The combination with a pocket-book or | ruary, A. D. 1901.
other analogous receptacle, of a clasp having
a central bow, divided in cross-section, two CHARLES JOHN GUSTAFSON
wing-bows provided with ribs for the sup- Witnesses:
porb of the sections of the central bow, the JOHN SWANSON,
10 sald wing-bows being pivotally eonneeted at | Davip M. REID.
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