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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letvers Patent Nec, 715,112, dated December 2, 1902.

Avplication filed August 29, 1802, Serial No. 121,509,

(No model.)

To all whont it may concer:

Beitknownthatl, THERESA MINARD, a citi-
zen of the United Stm;es, residing at Scm in
thecounty of Harrison and State of Ohio, have
invented certain new and useful ,Improve—
ments in Catamenial Appliances, of which the
following 1s a specification.

This invention provides a novel means for
retention of the catamenia and which can be
worn without causing any annoyance, dis-
comfort, or interference with the clothing and
which will admit of the cloth being readily
disconnected from or attached to the belt for
any purpose whatsoever, pins and buckles
beingdispensed with because of their liability
to effect injury and the difficulty usually ex-
perienced in foreing pins and the buckle-
tongues through the layers or folds of the
cloth.

For a full description of the invention and
the merits thereof and also toacquire a knowl-
edgeofthedetailsof constructionof the means
for effecting the result reference is to be had
to the followmw description and dmwmﬂ's
hereto attached.

While the essential and characteristic fea-
tures of theinvention are susceptible of modi-

fication, still the preferred embodiment of the

invention is illustrated in the accompanyiny
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of an appli-
ance embodying the Invention. Fig. 2 is a
view of the cloth prior to folding, the dotted
lines indicating the several folds. Fig. 3 1s
a detail view of a fastener for connecting an
end of the cloth to the belt. |

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to in the following deseription and indicated
in all the views of the drawings by the same
reference characters.

The belt comprises, essentially,twosections
1 and 2, designated, respectively, as the
‘““front” and ‘‘back,” said sections being con-
nected at corresponding ends by means of
pieces of elastic 3 to allow for contraction and
expansion without creating injurious pres-
sure. The beltis pr ovided in standard sizes
or may be adapted to the girth of the wearer
by any of the well- known means. The sec-
tions 1 and 2 are counterparts and are de-
pressed or downwardly deflected midway of
their ends for convenience, comforf, and to

|

equalize the strain imposed upon the belt
when 1In service.

An end 4 is connected to the lower edge of
the middle or depressed portion of each sec-
tion by means of an elastic 5 and is provided
with a fastener for attachment of the c¢loth 6.
The ends 4 occupy a central position and are
pendent from the belt in front and rear, so as
to receive the ends of the cloth. The ends 4
are preferably constructed of textile, so as to
conform to the per son and obviate injury and
discomfort.

The fastener conmsts, essentlally, of two
loops 7 and 8 of corresponding size and shape
constructed of lengths of spring-wire bent
into an approximately U form and having
the terminals of the side members bent in-
ward to provide eyes 9, through which a rod
10 passes, said rod being preferably a length
of wire secured in a fold provided at the
lower end of each part 4 and having its ter-
minals bent into eyes to retain the rod and
the loops in proper relation to each other and
to the part 4. In practice the end portions
of the cloth 6 are passed through both loops,
thence around the lower end of the loop 7,
upward between the two loops, and over the
lower end of the loop 8, after which a pull
upon the cloth brings both loops together and
causes them to grip the cloth and prevent
slipping thereof, the cloth being gripped pro-
portionate to the amount of strain or pull
coming thereon. The fasteners applied to
the ends 4 admit of attachment of the cloth
to the belt without the use of pins or buckles,
which are very objectionable, and admitof ad-
justment of the cloth or attachment and de-
tachment at will for any desired purpose.

In order to secure the best results, the cloth
i1s approximately of the form shown in Fig.
2, V-shaped notches 11 being cut’in opposite
edges a short distance from one edge to form
ends 12, the outer edges of which are in-
clined corresponding to the edges bordering

upon the V-shaped notches, 8o as to prmnde
the tapering ends to admit of the cloth:being

r eadﬂy and conveniently attached to the ends

4 in the manner stated. The ends 13, sepa-

rated from the parts 12 by the V-sha ed
notches 11, are adapted to be folded mward
upon the body portion of the c¢loth, as indi-
cated by the  dotted lines in Fig. 2, after
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which the cloth is folded longitudinally to the |

requisite width, the part havmfr the ends 12

“being doubled upon itself lonﬂ'1t11d1na,lly, SO

as to inclose the part folded thereon, thereby

providing the amount of material necessary'

to accomplish the desired end. By folding
the cloth in the manner stated the end por-

tions 12 are comparatively thin and are de-.

void of the thickness or bulk of material nec-
essary for the middle or affected portion of
the cloth when folded for use.

The device comprises a minimum number
of parts andis sanitary, because accessible in
every part for a thorough cleansing, and its
formation is such as to obviate inconven-
ience or annoyance when worn.

The term ‘“cloth ” is used in a general sense
to designate & pmteetor of any kmd for catch-
ing the discharge and is to be mterpteted in

23 thl‘i sense 1n the claim.

Having thus deseribed the mventlon what
I8 clalmed as new 18—

715,112

In an appliance of the class described, a
belt comprising front and rear sections and
elastic means for connecting said sections, de-
pending ends having elasbw connection with
the front and rear portion of the belt, means

end portlons of the side members of the Saad
loops being bent to provide eyes and a rod se-

cured to the depending ends of the belt and

passing through the eyes of the U-shaped
loops, the termmals of the said rod being also
bent to form eyes to retain same and the
loops in proper relation to each other sub-
stantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
1n presence of two witnesses.

THERESA MINARD.

Witnesses:
JOHN H. WHITE
ISATAH ENGLISH

|L. 8. ]
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for attaching a cloth or protector to the belt |
consisting of companion loops of U form, the
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