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Beit known that I, Fri1Tz K. T. MEINECKE,
a subject of the Emperor of Germany, resid-
ing 1In the city and county of Philadelphia,
State of Pennsylvania, haveinvented newand
useful Improvementsin Toy Figures,of which
the following is a specification.

My invention consists of a toy figure, such
as an animal, formed of a body and articulate
parts comprising the head, neck, and limbs

and ball-and-socket joints, which permit said

parts to be placed in various positions, and
means for holding them as placed, the con-
struction of the parts being hereinafter de-
seribed and the novel featm es pointed out in
the claims.

Figure 1 represents a side elevation of a
toy animal embodying my invention. Fig,
2 represents a longitudinal section thereof.
Figs. 3 and 4 represent transverse sections
%]‘JBLBOf respectively, on lines 2 and v ¥ of

12, 2

Sumla,l letters of Ieference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the figures.

Referring to the dmwings, A designates a
toy animal, which in the present case is in the
form of a donkey, to which, however, I do not
limit myself, and which is composed of the
body B, head C, neck D, and legs E.

On the head is the hemispherical piece F,
the same freely entering a similarly-shaped
opening G in the upper end of the neck, form-
ing a ball-and-socket joint for said parts. On
thelowerend of said neck isthe hemispherical

piece H, the same freely entering a similarly- |
shaped opening J in the forward end of the

body B, forming a ball and-socket joint for
sald palts

On theupper e-nds of thelegs K are the hemi-
spherical pieces K, the same freely entering:
similarly-shaped openings L:in the under side

of thebody B, forming ball-and-socket joints

for said peurts

In the neck D is the longitudinally- extend-
ing recess M, and in the body B is the longi-
tudinally-extending recess N, a portion of the'
latter extending downwardly, as at N'.

- Connecting with the head C and rear legs
K are the elastic cords or pieces P, the same
passingthroughtherecessesM,N,and N'of the
neck and body of the animal, it being noticed

| that the means for connecting said cords with

the respective parts are in the present case
the eyes or staples QQ, which are seated in re-
cesses between ears S on the piece K of the 55
head and pieces K of the rear legs, and so
prevented from coming in contact with the
walls of the adjacent sockets and loosening
or being broken off.

In the forward portion of the body over the 6o
front legs E are recesses T, which converge
npwardly and join the recess N in the body
B, said recesses having between them the ver-

tical partition or wall U, over which the elas-

tie cord or piece V passes, thelatterextending 05
through the recesses T to the tops of the front
legs K, to which they are connected by fasten-
ings, in the present case consisting of staples
W, which are seated in recesses between ears

| X on the hemispherical pieces K of the legs, 70

whereby said staples are prevented from com-
ing in contact with the walls of the adja-
cent sockets, and thus loosening or being
broken off.
Tt will be seen that the recess M i in the neck 75
D is deflected upwardly from the recess N in
the body. Thiscauses an abutment of a por-
tion of the elastic cord against the upper front
wall of said recess N and a deflection of said
cord from the base of the neck, soas to firmly 8o
hold the head and neck to the position in
which they may be placed without shifting
said eord, while generally preserving the elas-
ticity of the entire length of the same. It will

‘also be seen that the recess N’ in the rear of 8g

the body is deflected downwardly from the re-

cess N. This forms an abutment on the lower

front wall of said recess N' for the elastic
cord, so that the hind legs X may be moved

- mthout actually dIS'G{lI'bIHU‘ the remainder of go

the cord in front of the said abatment, while
the elasticity of the full length of the eard 18
preserved.

The cord Visdoubled over the wall U, which

latter forms an abutment for said cord at the 05

top bend thereof, so thatone leg may be moved
without neeessamly disturbing the other,

‘while the elasticity of said cord Vispr eserved.

It will be-seen that owing to the ball-and-

socket jointsandthe artlculatlons of the head, 100

neck, and legs the latter-named parts may be
turned in various directions, and thus assume
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different positions, and owing to the tension | legs, an elastic piece passing through said

~of the different elastic pieces or cords the

parts will retain the positions in which they
are placed, it being evident that interesting
and amusing changes may be made in the an-
gles of the head, neck, body, and legs inde-
pendent of each other by properly manipulat-
ing said parts, when the elastic pieces or cords
control the latter and render the ball-and-
socket joints immovable until again overcome
by the force necessary to move the parts in
question.

It will be seen that, excepting the openings
or bores M N N' T, made in the neck and body
of the toy, said necl{ and body are each solid
and so possess strength and durability.

In order to conveniently connect the last
cords with the respective parts, I employ the
hooks Y, which are attached to said cords and
the staples of said parts. In the present case
sald cords are each made of a single or con-
tinuous piece of material, which admits of
greater lengths,and consequently of increased
play and resiliency, so that while the movable
parts are permitted to yield comparatively
easy they firmly hold said parts in their seats
or sockets.

Having thus described my invention, what

Telaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is—

1. A 1305? figure consisting of 3 body, articu-
lated head, neck and len‘s, sald head and legs
having recesses in their inner ends, ball-and-
socket joints for said head, neck, body and

—

neck and body and extending from ,sa,ld head
to the rear legs, an elastic -piece extending
from the front legs into said body and hook-
and-eye connections for said elastic pieces,
the same being- seated in the aforesaid re-

CESKREeS.

2. In a toy figure, a body, an a,lt.lculated
neck thereon, an articulated head on said

neck, articulated legs on said body, said neck

and body each havinga bore therein, the bores
being angular to each other, an abutment on
the lower side of said bore at the rear portion
thereof, and an elastic connection in said bores
for said head, neck, body and the hind legs,
sald  connection bemﬂ' deflected 1n oppomte
directions by said abutment the bore of said
neck and a bearing of said connectwn on the

upper side of the bore of the body ad;]a,cent_

to the base of the neck.
3. In a toy figure, a body ha,vmn' a longitu-
dinally- extendmo' bme therein, bores over the

front legs converging from said legs to said

longitudinally-extending bore, a wall between
sald converging bore and an elastic connec-
tion for said legs with said body extending

from one leg to the other and being seated on

the apex of said wall at the longitudinally-ex-
tending bore.

FRITZ K. T. MEINECKE.

Witnesses:
JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM,
- C. D. McVay.
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