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1o all whom it may concern:

‘Be it known that we, ELMA U. LLOYD and
WALTER E. B. PIERCE, citizens of the United
States, residing at Columbia, in the county of
Boone and State of Missouri, have invented
new and useful Improvements in Skirt-Sup-
porters, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

This 11:1vent1011 relates to a skirt supporter
and lifter; and the object of the same is to
provide a simple and eifective skirt support-
ing and lifting means, which can be used at

any time or place and with perfect ease.

The invention consists of an ordinary belt

formed of leather, canvas, silk ribbon, or

other material of double thickness, with the
usual buckle-fastening forsecuring the same
around the wailst of the wearer and having
at different points thereon a series of com-
bined hooks and guide-eyes for a pulling-
cord, which is passed therethrough and for
holding a skirt applied by engaging loops or
buttonholes formed therein, the parts of the
pulling-cord running to a common point for
convenient control by the wearer of the de-
vice.

The invention further consists in the de-
tails of construction and arrangement of the
several parts, which will be more fully here-
inafter described and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a skirt supporter or lifter embodying
the features of the invention. Fig. 2isa de-
tail perspective view of a clasp for coOperat-
ing with the supporter and lifter. Fig. 31isa
transverse vertical section through the clasp
shown by Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a detail perspec-
tive view of one of the combined guides and
hooks, forming a part of the improved device.

Similarnumeralsof reference are employed
toindicate corresponding parts in the several
Views.

The numeral 1 designates a belt, whmh is
formed of leather, canvas, silk, or other suit-
able material, and the nsual fastening-buckle
2, whereby it may be adjustably and remov-
ably applied to the waist of the wearer. Af
regular intervals on the belt are mounted a
plurality of combined guides and hooks 3
(clearly shown by Fig. 4) and each consisting
of a doubled wire having an upper down-

wardly-bent hook 4, a lower guide-eye 5, and

| a front upw'a,rdly-projecting hook 6.

hooks. 4 of the several combined devices 3 are
adjustably mounted on the belt 1, as clearly
shown by Fig. 1, with the hooks standmﬂ* out-
wardly fmm the outer surface of smd belt

- and the eyes depending below the lower edge
These combined hooks and

of the belt.
euides can be adjusted on the belt 1 to com-
pensate for the reduction or expansion of the
latter. The four extremities 7 of the two

cords are passed through the eyes 5 and have

weights 8 attached to their lower ends to keep

them in vertical taut condition, the lower ter-

minals of the said extremities having safety-
pins or analogous devices 9 attached thereto
for securement to the inner portion of a skirt
to be operated by the improved device. The
extremities 7 all depend equally from the
eyes,.so that the skirt will be uniformly ele-
vated when the extremities are drawn up-
wardly through the eyes, and to facilitate
this sim ultaneous equal operation of the said
extremities the two cords by which the latter-
formed parts are joined to each other are
passed through an eyelet 10, secured to the

upper side portion of the skirt, so that the
joined portions of the cords may be passed

through the said eyelet as a single strand, as

at 11, to the exterior of the skirt for engage-

ment by a clasp 12, having a spring-actuated
clamping-jaw 13, formed w1th an upper guide-

slot 14, through which the strand 11 18 passed
downwardly in front of the jaw, as clearly
shown by Fig. 2. T'he clasp also has a safety-
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pin or analogous fastening 15, by which it

may be applied to the exterior of the skirt
and remain in positive immovable position to

‘hold the end of the strand 11 and prevent it

from passing inwardly to the interior of the
skirt, and thereby always have thesaid strand
exteriorly exposed for instant operation in
elevating the extremities 7 or permitting the
latter to assume a normal position.

The hooks 6 are caused to engage suitable
loops or buttonholes formed in the skirt-band
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for supporting the latter, and it is proposed -

to make the improved combined hooks and
eyes 3 of single pieces of wire bent into shape,
as shown by Fig. 4. By having the hooks 6
engage loops or buttonholes in the waistband
of a skirt the latter is supported by the belt
and can be conveniently applied or worn. It
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will be understood that the belt and the cord |

extremities, as well as the weights 8 and
safety-pins or analogous devices 9 are fully

inclosed or covered by the skirt, and the only

parts exposed to the exterior are the eyelet
10 and the clasp 12.
The clasp 12 has a lower terminal hook 16

~ for attachment thereto of reticules or other
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analogous devices,and from a bar 17, forming
part of the clasp, short chain lengths 18 de-
pend for supporting small articles.

The improved skirt supporter or lifter will

be found exceptionally useful, and inits man-

ufacture the cost is minimized in view of the
comparatively few parts utilized in the pro-
duaction of the same.

The manner of using the improved device
as a skirt-lifter will be apparent. When it
is desired to elevate the skirt, the clasp is
opened, 80 as to release the stra,nd 11, and a
pulling tension is then exerted on said strand
todraw the cords comprising the samethrough
the eyelet 10, and thereby pull upwardly on
the extremltles 7, and thus elevate the skirt.
The clasp is then closed, and the skirt will
thus be held elevated as desired without re-
quiring the wearer to continually grasp the
same. Whenitis desired to releasethe skirt,
the clasp is again opened and the strand 11
is free to move inwardly through the eyelet
10 and permit the extremities 77 to lower, and
the skirt will be restored to normal lowered
position through the medium of its own

weight, toc-'ether with the combined weights

8, secured to the extremities 7. It is also
proposed to make the cords of some strong

and durable material, so that they will not |

715,008

become readily worn by movement through
the eyes 5, and also be of such strength as to

resist breaking by the weight of the skirt im-

posed thereon when said skirt is elevated.

Changes in the form, proportions, dimen-

sions, and minor details may be resorted to
without in the least depar’mng from the splrlt
of the invention.

Having thus fully described the invention,
what 1s claimed as new is—

1. Inadevice of the classset forth, the com-
bination with a belt, a series of combined
hooks and guide-eyes mounted on the belt,
cord extremities depending from and thread-
ed through the eyes and continued into a sin-
gle pull-strand, the lower ends of the cord
extremities having weights and fastening de-

vices thereon, and an exteriorly-located clasp

for engagement with the said single strand.
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2. Inadevice of the class set forth, the com- '

bination of a belt having a plurality of eyes
depending therefrom, and hooks extending
upwardly from the said eyes for engagement
with the interior portion of a skirt, a series
of cord extremities depending from and freely
movable through the said eyes and continued

into a single strand adapted to be drawn

(iYe! |

through a skirt, and a clasp for attachment 65

to the exterior of a skirt having means for
engaging the said single strand.

In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses.

ELMA U. LLOYD.
WALTER E. B. PIERCE.

Witnesses:
F. W. NIEDMEYER,
J. O. MAUPIN.
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