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To all whom it may c’orwern:

nying dmwmgs fmmmn* part thereof.

My invention relates to a rotary - bladed

kmfe for cutting the wrappers or binders of

cigars, cheroats stogies, *‘little cigars,” all-

. tobacco cwalethes, &e and is intended to

- cut in bulk from twenty-ﬁve to one hundred
‘wrappers at one operation without gumming
- the blade, draggmﬂ* tearing, or dlbOPdePIIlﬂ"

~the leaf, or giving to the cut a ragged and un-

© even edge.
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~ the use of my device permits the cutting of

once, instead of, as by the use of the ordinary
knife, having to make two separate cuts. As

wrappers or leaf in bulk between the veins

ab one cut, according to the adjustment of

the bladas the mepers will be cut only of

~ the width and size needed, and great saving
? ,of tobacco is effected.

-In the accompanymﬂ' drawings, mee 11s

. 4 perspective view of my Improved knife.
~ Fig. 2 shows a detail, and Fig. 3 a modifica-

~ tion.
“handle hinged to the support.
Similarnumerals of reference mdleate 811111-*

- lar parts in the respective figures.

Fig. 4 is a modlﬁeamon showing the’

1 represents a metallic supporb to which is

) secured a handle 2 in any suitable manner.
- As here shown, the handle is attached by a

pin 3, fitting within a hole in the support, the

- pin bemﬂ' secured therein by means of a set-

. . Serew 9.

The handle may be made with a

o hinged clasp or spring for convenient folding
. or closmﬂ* and is preferably furnished Wlth

4

a shield 12 at its junction with the support 1

~ to prevent the slipping of the hand of the op-
-erator against the knife.

. however, be omitted Wlthout detractmﬂ‘ from

 the pra,ctlea,l value.of my invention.
The support 1 may be of any convenient

- :lenwth and is provided with a series of holes

_ OF T - cular knives 8.
- Be it known that I, CHARLES MILL.HISER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Rich-
mond, in the county of Henrico and State of
'Vlrﬂ'mla have invented certain new and use-
- ful Impl ovements in Knives for Cutting To-._

~ bacco-Leaves,of which the followingis aspeci-.
~ fication, reference being had to the aceompa-

‘knife 8 revolves upon a pin 10.

N By the use of my invention the

~ leaf may be cut obliquely between the veins,
making two clean cuts at one stroke, wher ebv
the entlre blank or wrapper is cut out at

The shield may,-

Kach shank 7 is furnished
with a slit 9 at its outer end, within which a
The periph-
ery of the knife is given a sharp cutting
edge. Theshanks7of the blades are adapted

10 be adjusted to any of the holes 6, so as to
vary the distance between the knives.

Pret-
erably I use but two knives—that is to say,
my implement is a double-bladed one. The

shanks 7 of the knives may be secured in the -

holes 6 by means of set-screws 92 or other-
wise, and the knives are spaced a distance
apart equal to the width of the wrapper or
blank to be cut. The knives 8 may be made
of any required diameter and are preferably
as thin as is consistent with strength. . Each
circular blade 8 is preferably provided with

a small hole 11 for convenience in holding

the blade for grinding . or sharpening. The
shank 7, holding the blade, may be straight
or curved, (see Fig. 2,) and it is preferably
of steel and is of any suitable length.

While I term my knife a ‘““double” one, it
18 obvious that by adding to the number of
holes 6 for the reception of the shanks 7 three
or more knives may be used if a greater nums-
ber of cuts than two are to be made at one
time. (See Fig. 3.) By preference there is
a hole 6 in the center of the support 1, so

| that if desired the 1mplement may be used
| a8 a single knife by removing all but one
shank &nd placing it in the centm hole. The

width of the cut may be determined by the

.| proper disposition of the shanks 7 in the re-

spective holes 6. The general construction
1s such that the parts of the knife may be
readily separated or taken apart for cleaning
or packing, although it is evident my inven-
tion may be carried out by making the im-

Pplement, including the ha,ndle, in one piece,

except that the cir cu]ar knives would neces-
sarily be separate.

In using my improved 1mplement herein
debcrlbed not only is time saved by cleanly
cutting both sides of the blank at one opera-
tion, but by the adjustment of the knives
the cut may be made in accordance with the
distance between the veins of the leaf or any-

sized wrapper within the area of the leaf pro- -

duced. This capability-of adjustment pre-
vents the waste of tobaceco which might oth-

- 6 for the 1ecept10n of the shanks 7 of the cir- | erwise occur by cutting the wrapper or blank
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of a width greater than necessary. Thus]|

stock can be saved which is now wasted, and

- the goods will weigh less and smoke better

{0
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than if overburdened with wrapper. Par-
ticularly is this true with all-tobacco ciga-
rettes or little cigars, which cannot exceed
three pounds in weight wuhout being sub-
jected to a heavy tax.

Having described my 1nvent10n I claim—

1. Inanimplementforcutting tobacco- leaf,
a handled support having two or more holes

therein, combined with a shank adapted to.

be remova,bly secured in each of said holes,
sald shank having at its outer end a rotary

knife, the construction being such that the
implement may be employed with two or
more knives or a single knife, as desired, sub-

stantially as set forth.
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2. Inanimplementforcutting tobacco-leaf,
a support having holes therein, combined with
shanks adjustably secured in said holes, a ro-
tary knife journaled at the outer end of each
shank, a handle, and a shield interposed at
the Junctlon of the support and handle, sub-
stantially as set forth.
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3. Combined in an implement of the class .

{ described, a rotary blade provided with a per-

foration for convenience in holding the blade
for grinding or sharpening, substantially as
set forth. |
In testimony whereof I hereunto set my
hand and seal.
CHARLES MILLHISER. |[L. 8.]
Witnesses:
GEORGE H. HOWARD,
EDWIN S. CLARKSON.
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