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Ta all w?wm ot ?n@y CONCErL:

Be it known that I, ELMER J. BLISS a thl-—'

zen of the United Stabes and a resadent of

“Boston, county of Suffolk Massachusetts,
“have mveuted certain new and useful Im-
et T -provements in Shoes, of Whmh the following
.. 1is a specification. = .
.. This invention relates to boots and shoes,
L fmd i8 intended to provide ameansfor afford-
oooooof the boot or shoe after it is ready for the.
. market, so that the purchaser may be able to |
ines determlne or ascertain the quality or grade

ing an inspection or examination of the sole

 of leather used in said sole, but w1th0ut in-

o
'-.'_.pearanee ‘that the trade demands in shoes
T that are to be exhibited to customers.

SORE To this end my invention comprises a boot

terfering with the finished and pollshed ap-

~ or shoe sole having secured thereto a remov-

.. tom plan view of a
ORI ._a,pplylnﬂ' the strip, the strip bem

able strip or piece of material before any pol-

ishing or finishing eomposition is applied to

' thenatural sm&lmther after which the finish-

ing compound is apphed over the exposed sur-

faee of the sole and the strip, the strip serv-.

ing to protect that part of the sole beneath it
A SR _'-_'from coloring or change, it being arranged to
. .beeasily removed or turned up to ewcpose the
... original surface beneath."

My invention is 1111"15131‘3,1;661 in the accompa-

f.nymfr drawing,in which I have shown a bot-

‘shoe, showing a mode of
partly

.. turned back to show the unstamed sulfa,ce'
.7 beneath. -
.. ing to any suitable part of the sole or bottom |
s _-_;,of the shoe a a protecting-strip b, which is
i+ pasted to the sole, the paste bemn* prefer-
. ably applied only at the edges of the strip. -
SEUESRIREIY: 10
. ... 80 astomake it lie flat and adhere to the
" bottom of the shoe, the finishing stain or com-
.. - position of any desired color is a.pphﬂd in the
- usual or well-known manner, and the bottom
o 4
= fashion to give it the high polish and stylish
O UET a'ppeara;nc'e'commmﬂy found in shoes.
.. . .shoe in this condition does not differ, essen-

The gist Of the mventwn eonmsts 1n apply-

When thestrip has been rubbed down smooth,

18 then burmshed or rubbed in the usual

tially, in a.ppeara,nce from other shoes of the

-'i'?-f“._Q;?-_“._'5_5.‘?5o same grade when exposed for sale.

The

T

shoe.

As is well known to the trade, after the
finishing composition has been applied to a

shoe it is impracticable to ascertain much

about the quality of the sole-leather, whether

it be a cheap grade of hemlock- tanned leather
or whetherit be the finest grade of oak-tanned

sole-leather. By the use of my device the
salesman can readily satisfy the prospective

purchaser by deftly inserting beneath the
pasted edge of the strip the point of a knife

55

6o

or other mstrument so as toturn back a part

of the strip. Of course the part underneath

‘having been fully protected from the stain or
| ﬁmshmﬂ“ composition retains itsoriginal color
and appearance, so that it is p0531ble for the
customer to ascertain the quality and nature

of the sole-leather emploved in the boot or
After this examination has been made
the gummed or pasted strip can be again
stuck down in place and theshoe presents the
same appearanceas before. Bythismeansthe

70

palming off of the cheap grades of sole-leather

1n place of the best grades can be prevented,

‘as the customer can be assured by examina-
‘tlon as to the correctness of repwsentaﬁmns

made, and this, too, without injuring or in
any way detractmw from the appearance of
the shoe.
the strip is in no way material, the essential
1dea being fo apply the strip so as to cover
over an unfinished portion of the sole in its
original condition or statein order to preserve

it from the action of the finishing composi-
tion for the purpose of mspeetlon

What I claim as my invention is—

A shoe, a portion of the bottom of which is
unﬁmshed and a strip of material adhering
to said bottom so as to cover the said unﬁn-

ished portion, said strip being removable fo
permit inspection of the uuﬁmshed portlon,

substantially as described.
In witness whereof 1 have hereunto set my

‘hand this 25th day of April, 1902.

ELMER J. BLISS.

In presence of— |
EO. N. GODDARD,
R. W. SNOWDON.

Of course the size and shape of
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