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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that we, JOSEPH PROOPS and
SAMUEL HILsUM, citizens of the United States,
and residents of the city of New York, bor-
ough of Manhattan, in the county and State
of New York, have invented a new and Im-
proved Match-Lighter, of which the following
is a full, clear, and exact description.

The object of the invention is to provide a
newand improved match-lighter which issim-
ple and durable in construction and arranged
to enable a person to readily scratch a match

for igniting the same without danger of set-

ting fire to surrounding ohjects by an ignited
broken-off match-head.

Theinvention consists of novel features and
parts and combinations of the same, as will

be more fully deseribed hereinafter and then |

pointed out in the claims.

A practical embodiment of the invention 13
represented in the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of this specification, in which

similar characters of reference indicate cor- |

responding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im-
provement. Fig.2isalongitudinal sectional
elevation of the same on theline 2 2 of Fig. 3.
Fig. 8 is a plan view of the same, and Fig. 4
is a sectional front elevation of the same on
the line 4 4 of Fig. 2. |

The improved match-lighter consists, essen-
tially, of a casing A, projecting from a back
B, adapted to be secured to a wall or other
support, and into the said casing A extend
oppositely-disposed seratch-plates C C, pref-
erably forming a continuation or integral por-
tion of parts of the top of the casing at the
front end D thereof, as will be readily under-

- stood by reference to the drawings.
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The sceratch-plates C C are inclined down-
wardly and toward each other, and their op-
posite faces are roughened or formed with
projections, so that a match-head drawn be-
tweoen the said faces by the operator is readily
ignited by frictional contact with the rough-
ened surfaces. It is understood that the
seratch-plates C C extend from the front D of
the casing inwardly a distance from the back
B, so that the rear portion of the casing can

readily receive and contain broken-off match- |

 heads and the like, it being understood that

such match-heads when broken off during the
ignition of a match cannot possibly pass out-
side of the casing, and consequently are not
liable to set fire to surrounding objects, such
as curtains, carpets, floors, and the like.
The front D is formed with a slot D', hav-

ing its side walls following the front ends of

the scratech-plates C C, so that the lighted

‘match when drawn forward can readily pass

out through the slot D’ without danger of ex-
tinguishing the lighted match.

The rear end of the casing A is preferably
provided at the bottom with an opening A’

for conveniently shaking out the broken-off

match-heads and the like from the casing
whenever it is desired to do so.

As indicated in Figs. 1 and 2, the casing A
is somewhat inclined downwardly and for-
wardly from the back A to preventthe broken-
off match-heads from falling out of the open-
ing A’ when the device is hung up for use.

The match-lighter may be made of sheet

metal, cast metal, or other suitable material.

Having thus described our invention, we
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— |

1. A matech-lighter comprisingacasinghav-
ing openings in its front and top, and oppo-
sitely-disposed seratch-platesextending with-
in the casing from the said openings and in-
clined downward and toward each other, as
set forth.

9. Amatch-lighter comprisinga casing hav-
ing openings in its front and top, and oppo-
sitely-disposed scrateh-plates extending with-
in the casing from the said openings and in-
clined downward and toward each other, the
said scrateh-plates extending from the front
of the casing inward and terminating a dis-
tance from the back thereof, as set forth.

In testimony whereof we have signed our
names to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses. |

JOSEPH PROOPS.
SAMUEL HILSUM.

Witnesses:
THEO. G. HOSTER,
EVERARD BOoLTON MARSHALL.
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