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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ELMER LEE, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

APPARATUS FOR CALLING EXPRESSMEN, &.c.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 713,778, dated November 18, 1902.

Application filed September 26, 1901, Serial No. 76,669

(No mﬂdél.}

To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, ELMER LEE, a citizen
of the United States, residing at No. 127 West
Fifty-eighth street, in the city, county, and
State of New York, have invented a new and
useful Improvementin Apparatus for Calling
Expressmen, &ec., of which the following is a
specification. |

My invention relates to 1mp10vementb in
apparatus for ealling expressmen and simtlar
uses, the objects being to produce a simple
device not liable to getout of order, to insure
the attendance of the desired messenger with-
out a probability of error, and to have the me-
chanical partsin such a place or position that
they are easily got at for repairs, if ever re-
quired. Forthisreason myinvention is read-

~ ily attached to the elevator-shafts of existing
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buildings or can be placed in the walls be-
neath the plaster of new buildings in course
of erection or alteration. My apparatus is
specially adapted for giving notice to drivers
of expross-wagons from any floor in large of-
fice and manufacturing bulldmﬂ's that theu
service is desired.

My invention is fully shown in the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 11is a front elevation of my appara-
tus,.
shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is an enlarged view
of the discharge end of a tube.
front view of Fig. 3. Fig. 51s a front view of
a disk or check, and Fig. 6 is a side view of
same. Fig. 7 1is a side view of a fitting into
which the calling-checks are dropped.

Similar reference-numbers refer to similar

parts in the several views.
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The apparatus consists of a series of tubes
1, a tube being intended for each express com-
pany. These tubes run vertically and have
a fitting 2 on each floor, into which the tubes
are secured by screwing or otherwise. The
fitting 2 has an iIntegral member provided
with a slot 3 of a size sufficient to permit the
disk or check 4 to be dropped into 1t. The
fittings 2 are provided with wings 5, set flush
with the front side of the fitting and arranged
for the passage of serews 6, which serews also
pass through a name-plate 7, thereby holding
the fitting in place on the grating 8 of an ele-
vator-shaft.

When used in a wall and tubes are covered

| At the lowest point of the tube 1 a

-vided with wings, as shown in Fig. 3.

Fig. 2 is a side view of one of the tubes

Fig. 41s a

with plastel 16, it is obvious that the wings o
may be placed on rear of the fittings, so as to
fasten to wall, as shown in Fig. 7.

il

tting
15 is secured to it, said fitting being also pro-
The
fitting is curved so as to form a long-bend
elbow (shown at 9,) the part 10 bemu pref-
erably straight.

111is a hmf‘fed door,

12 is a 10@1{ above the door.

13 is a key.

To limit the movement of the door when
opened, a stop 14 is provided, which can be
cast or formed up integral with thedoor. Dot-
ted lines in Fig. 3 show door opened.

The check 4 I prefer to make of vuleanized
fiber, valca asbestos, rubber, celluloid, or ot
any suitable material or composition, which
while hard will not have a tendency to make
a disagreeable noise 1n 1ts descent, but, on
the contrary, the sound will be mufiied rather
than metallic.

Such being the construction, the operation
is as follows: Each loit or o ﬁce is provided

‘with a quantity of checks 4, each bearing

the number of the room or loft stamped
or impressed thereon. The checks are all
of the same size and color, the only dif-
ference between them being the number of
office or loft to which the checks belong.
The obverse side of the check may bear the
name or address of the building to which the
check belongs. A plurality of tubes having
been installed, one for each express com-
pany, said tubes extend from the upper to
the ground floor or wherever the expressman
calls for packages, &e. On each floor there
is an opening 3, communicating with the in-
side of each tube, for the reception of the
check. A name-plate bearing the name of
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an express company is fastened immediately

above the opening 3 in the fitting 2. 1f a per-

sonin No. 10 wants, say, Adams Kxpress Com-

‘pany’s man to call, he dropsone of his checks

bearing his mumber into the tube marked
‘““Adams.” If healsowantsthe ‘‘American,”
he drops another check into the tube or
fitting under that name, &c. The check

reaches the bottom fitting 15, where it will
rest until the expressman makes his rounds.
The ““Adams” man will unlock the door bear-
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ing his company’s name and call at the offices
or lofts indicated by the number on the
checks.
ranged that no one key will fit any other lock
in the group or series—that is to say, the

- ““Adams” key will unlock all ‘“Adams” boxes
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wherever located, but will not unlock the box
of any other express company.
. 1t will be seen that all the working parts
are easy of access. There is no electrical con-
trivance to get out of order or no puzzling sys-
tem of colored balls which must be carefully
selected to insure the attention of the desired
expressman. There is no opportunity of the
check going into the wrong pocket of its own
volition, as is the case with single-tube sys-
tems. 'Thenameof the company being close
to the slot intended to receive the check and
the checks being all of a uniform size and
color, a mistake can only be made through
gross carelessness.

Kxpressmen have a certain territory which

- they pass over at a certain time a fixed num-
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ber of timesa day. When an alarm or sig-
naling system is used and it happens that a
certain expressman has just made his rounds
and gone to continue his route and a person
wants the expressman and drops an indicat-
ing-ball, even if only a few minutes after he
has gone, the signal will be set and burn for
hours until the next trip that the called-for
expressman makes. _

In the use of myimproved apparatus there
18 no waste of the electrie current and on ac-
count of its few parts and simplicityit is easy
to install and inexpensive to maintain. The

The tumblers in each lock are so ar-

713,778

| tubes can be increased in numberor obsolete

tubes may be removed without interfering.
with the rest of the service. The number of

expressmen that can be called is almost un- 4o

limited, as the number of tubes can be in-

creased indefinitely, the checks answering

for any and all tubes. | |
Such being the construction and operation

of my apparatus, whatIclaim as new,and de- 45

sire 1o secure by Letters Patent, is—

An express-call of the type set forth adapt-
ed for use by one express company only, com-
prising in its entirety a vertical tube having

a fitting upon each floor of the building con- 5o

sisting of an integral member adapted to be
interposed in the tube and carrying an up-
wardly-extending box closed at its front end
and provided with a slot for the reception of

a disk, and a name-plate placed above each g5

box, and a vertical fitting secured onto the
lower end of the tube and comprising a bent
elbow merging into a downwardly-inclined
portion 10, with a vertical door hinged onto

the lower end of said inclined portion, a lock 60

for the door, and wings carried by the fittings
for securing the same to the supports, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have signed my

name to this specification,in the presence of 65

two subscribing witnesses, this 24th day of
September, 1901,

ELMER LEE.

Witnesses:
CHAS. P. ALBEE,
VALENTINE ELSASSER.
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