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o all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, SEYMOUR J. HLOPSON, a
oitizen of the United States, residing at llop-
king, in the county of Nodaway and State of
Missouri, have invented a new and useful
Photographer’s Scene-lolder, of which the
tollowing is a specification.

The object of my invention is to provide an
adjustable support for scenes and back-
grounds employed 1n photographic work, the
scene-holder and its carrier or support being
adjustable vertically to any desired extent
and being revoluble and movable to any de-
sired position within the range of the cam-
era, the device being capable of use either as
a support for a scene or background or as a
light on an object De-

" ing photographed.
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With this and other objects in view the 1n-
vention consists in the novel construetion and

“arrangement of parts hereinafter desecribed,
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Alustrated in the accompanying drawings,
and particularly pointed out in the claims
hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 1s a perspective
view of a scene holder or support constructed
n accordance with my invention. I1g. 2 isa
sectional plan view of a portion of the same
drawn to a somewhat-larger scale.  Iig. 31is a
detail perspective view of a pair of the blocks,
which serve as connections between the scene-
carrying frame and the supporting device.

Qimilar numerals of reference are employed
to designate corresponding parts throughout
the several figures of the drawings.

10 indicates the vertically-disposed post, |

having a base or support formed by a pairof
arossed and interfitting blocks 11 -of suflicient
length to form a stable base for the device.
The opposite sides of the post 10 are provided
with grooves 12 for the reception of guiding-
plates 13, secured 10 the opposite sides of
blocks 14, the blocks belng preferably formed
of wood and the plates of heavy sheet metal,
which may be bent to engage in the grooves.
One of the blocks 14 is arranged on each side
of the post; but the grooves are of such width
that the guiding-plates will not come into

 sontact with each other when the blocks are
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approaching or are in the same horizontal
plane. The two blocks are connected to-

gether by

T

o flexible cord or chain 15, which |

extends over a small sheave 16, mounted 1n

brackets for the top of the post, the arrange-

ment being such that a movement in one di-
rection of one of the blocks will be imparted
in the opposite direction to the other block.
The front of each block is provided with a
oroove or recess 17, and on the face of the
block is secured a metallic plate 18, having a
slot 19 of a width less than the slot or recess
of the block, said plate being so arranged
that the edge wall of the slotted portion will
project over the edge walls of the slot 17,
thereby forming an engaging pocket for the
reception of the enlarged head of a pin 20,
projecting from the central portion of a block
21 and affording a ready means forengaging
and disengaging said block Z1.

Each bloek 21 forms the center of a frame
99 of rectangular or other form and prefer-
ably formed of wood, so that the background
may be readily tacked in position, or it may
be of metal or other material and the back-
oround or scene be secured thereto by any
suitable fastening devices. |

When the two frames are mounted on the
connected supporting-blocks 14, they will
nerfectly counterbalance each other and will
remain in any position to which they may be
adjusted. There is little or no resistance
offered to an adjusting movement, either
frame being readily moved to any desired ver-

‘tical position. Theengagingdevices between

the blocks 14 and 21 are such as to permit the
ready turning of the frame when such an ad-
justment is desired, as shown In Fig. 1.

For convenience in moving the device from
place to place the postis provided with a suit-
able handle formed of a strip of wood split
for the greater portion of its length and em-
bracing the post at a point below the range of
movement of the bloeks. This handie 24 18
of sufficient length to be grasped from each
side while the frames are in place.

The frames employed may be of any shape
and size for the reception of a scene or back-
ground of any character, or they may be em-
ployed as a support for pictures or drawings
or other flat objects to be copied, or the frame
may be covered with suitable material to
serve as a reflector to light up any desired
portion of an object being photographed.

The device is especially valuable for use
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as a head-ground carrier, and as the frames
are readily removable from the supporting-
blocks one background may be readily sub-
stituted for another when occasion requires.

While the construction herein deseribed,
and illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, is the preferred form of the device, it is

obvious that various changes in the form,

proportions, size, and minor details of the
structure may be made without departing
from the spirit or sacrificing any of the ad-
vantages of my invention. -
Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim is—
1. In a device of the class specified, a sup-

porting-post, a counterbalanced block mount-

ed on said post and adjustable vertically
thereon, and scene-frames adapted to be in-
terchangeably and revolubly mounted on said
bloek. ' |

2. In a device of the class specified, a sup-
porfing-post having grooves in its opposite
side, a pair of blocks guided on said post, a
flexible connecting means extending between
said blocks whereby one may counterbalance

the other, and scene-carrying frames adapted |

to be interchangeably and revolubly mounted
on sald blocks. |

3. In a device of the class specified, a |

connected to each other for movement in op-
posite direction, and interchangeable scene-
frames adapted to be supported by said
blocks. -

4. In a device of the class specified, a
grooved post, blocks guided on said post, a

| flexible cord connecting said blocks, a receiv-

| grooved past, blocks guided by said posts and 0

35

ing-pocket formed in each block, and inter-

changeable frames having headed studs
adapted tosaid pocket, substantially as speci-
fied. -

5. In a device of the class specified, a
supporting-post, a handle secured thereto, a
pair ot blocks guided on said post and having
pockets in their outer faces, interchangeable
frames, headed studs carried by said frames

40

45

and adapted to the pockets, asheavearranged

extending over said sheave and having its op-
posite ends econnected to the blocks.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses. |

SEYMOUR J. HOPSON.

Witnesses:
J. ARTHAND,
G. F. MAUKER.

' at the upper portion of the post, and a cord
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