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{o all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, JoHN B. BRADEN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Salem,
1n the county of Harrison and State of West

§ Virginia, have invented a new and useful
Rope or Cable Clamp, of which the following
1S a specification.

The present invention relates to clamps for
ropes, cables, and similar articles, and espe-

10 clally to that class employed in drilling or

cleaning oil and Artesian wells.

One of the objects of the invention is to
improve the clamps of this character by pro-
viding a structure which will tightly clamp

15 the rope or cable, but may be readily and in-
stantly released without the liability of the
clamps becoming wedged or jammed in their
operative positions. |

Another object is to provide means for si-

- 20 multaneously raising the clamping elements
from their seats and holding them in inop-
erative position with relation thereto while
the rope or cable is being adjusted, said
means permitting of the reseating of the

25 clampswhen the desired adjustment has been
obtained. -

In the accompanying drawings there is
shown the preferred embodiment of the pres-
ent invention, and this embodiment is fully

3o described in the following specification. It
will of course be understood that such changes
may be made from the construction shown
and described as the scope of the appended
claims will permit.

35 In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-

tion of the improved clamping device. Fig. 2 |

is a vertical sectional view through the same.
Fig. 3 is a horizontal sectional view taken on
the line X X of Fig. 2. |

Similar numerals of reference designate cor-
responding partsin all the figures of the draw-
ings. -

In carrying out the present invention a
body 10 is provided, having a vertically-dis-
45 posed tapering socket 11 and a slot 12 commu-

nicating with said socket to permit the inser-
tion and removal of the cable, as will Dbe
readily understood. This body is suspended
from the usual swivel-bar 13 by means of
5o links14, thatare secured to ears 15, located on

40

thermore provided upon its upper face with
guides in the form of bolts 16, located on op-
posite sides of the socket, and a holding de-
vice In the form of a yoke 17 is slidably
mounted upon these guides, said yoke being

provided with a slot 18, that is in alinement.

with the slot 12. Interposed between the
body and the holding-yoke are coiled springs
19, which preferably surround the guides and
form yielding supports for said yoke. Ta-
pered slips 20 pass through the yoke and en-
gage 1n the tapered socket of the body, said
slips being provided at their upper ends with
outstanding flanges 21, that rest upon the
upper face of the yoke, whereby said slips
will be moved upwardly upon the movement
of the yoke. The body is provided with a
handled set-screw 22, by means of which the
slips may be clamped in the socket in the
manner well understood.

Theapplication of the device will be readily
understood to those skilled in the art. The
swiveled bar is suspended from the temper-
screwintheusualmannerandtheropeorecable
inserted in the body and the holding-yoke by
being passed through the alined slots thereof.
The slips are then placed upon the rope or ca-

| ble and are allowed to drop down through the

yoke until their flanges rest upon the upper
face thereof. In this position the main por-
tions of the slips will be located within the
socket of the body, but will be out of binding
engagement with the wallsthereof. They will,
however, clamp the cable tightly enough to
prevent sald cable slipping through the de-
vice, but will permit of the ready adjustment
of the same. When such adjustment has
been obtained, the slips are seated in the
socket of the body either by raising the en-

tire device or in any other manner and are

clamped by the set-screw. They will thus
tightly bind the line or rope, and the machine
i1s ready for operation. Should it be desired
to take out the cable or release it from the
clamp, it is only necessary to turn the set-
screw, whereupon the springs will lift the
yoke, and consequently the slips, from their
binding engagement, when the strain of the
tools is released therefrom. | |
By this construction it will be seen that a

opposite sides of the body. The body is fur- | simple device is provided which permits of
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the ready adjustment of the line or cable
prior to its being rigidly clamped in place.

‘Furthermore, by providing means for simul-

taneously raising the slips from their seats
much more rapid and easier adjustment 18
permitted. At the same time there isno dan-
ger of the slips becoming jammed in their
operative positions for the reason that the
yvielding supports automatically raise them
from theirseats when the strain upon the rope
or cable has been released.

From the foregoing it is thought that the
construction, operation, and many advan-
tages of the herein-described invention will
be apparent to those skilled in the art with-
out further description, and it will be under-
stood that various changesin the size, shape,
proportion, and minor details of construction
may be resorted to without departing from
the spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages
of the invention.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. In a clamp for ropes and the like, the
combination with a body having a socket, of

‘a holding-yoke mounted above the body in

- spaced relation thereto, springs for yieldingly

30
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supporting the yoke in said spaced relation
to the body, and slips detachably supported
upon the voke and movable therewith, said
slips engaging in the socket of the body.
2. In a clamp for ropes and the like, the
combination with a body having a socket and

provided with guides, of a yoke slidably |

|

]
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mounted on the guides, coiled springs inter-

posed between the yoke and the body and
surrounding the guides to normally support
said yoke above the body, and slips passing
through the yoke and engaging in the socket
of the body, said slips having flanges that
rest npon the yoke, whereby the slips are sup-
ported.

3. In a clamp for ropes and the like, the
combination with a body having a socket, of
a yoke movably mounted on the body, springs
interposed between the body and yoke to
yvieldingly support the latter, and clamping-
slips arranged in the socket of the body and
passing through the yoke, said slips having
an engagement with the yoke and movable
therewith.

4. In a clamp for ropes and the like, the.

combination with a body having a socket, of
ounides secured to the hody on opposite sides
of thesocket, a holding-yoke slidably mounted
onandengaging the guides, springsinterposed
between the yoke and the body to yieldingly

t support said yoke in spaced relation to the

body, and slips passing through the yoke and
engaging in the socket of the body, said slips
being separate from the yoke and having out-
standing flanges that rest upon said yoke.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own ] have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses. |
JOHN B. BRADEN.
Witnesses: '
EMORY BRAND,
E. K. Scorr, Jr.

40

45

55

60

65




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

