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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 713,673, dated November 18, 1902,
Apolication filed December 13, 1901, Serial No. 85,763, (No model.)

To all whom it maiy concern: |
Be it known that I, FREDERICK M. OSGOOD,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Manchester, couuty of Ilillsboro, State of
New Hampshire, have invented an Improve-
mentin Hose-Supporters, of which the follow-

ing description, in connection with the ac- |

companying drawings, is a specification, like
characters on the drawings representing like
parts. |

This invention relates to garters or hose-

supporters; and it has for one of its objects

to provide a novel form of gentleman’s garter
which is constructed to support the stocking
on opposite sides and 1s also of such a con-
struction as to be readily adjustable for per-
sons of different build, |

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a novel form of clasp for engagement
with the hose or other garment to be sup-
ported and which is of such a construction
that it may be secured to the hose at any
point between the top and the foot thereof.

My improved garter comprises a strap or
web, preferably of elastic material, to the
ends of which the clasps of novel construec-
tion, to be hereinafter described, are secured,
combined with a connecting member, which
is preferably adjustable as to its length and
which has means for detachably securing the
same at one or both ends to the strap inter-
mediate the eands of the latter. The con-
struction issuch thatthe connecting member
and the portion of a strap between 1its point
of connection with the ends of the connecting
member are adapted to encircle the leg,
while the ends of the strap form depending
portions, which support the stocking. The
clasps at the ends of the depending portions
comprise two jaws pivoted together,one of the
jaws having a bulge or protuberance, which
when the jaws are in operative position is
adapted to be received in a socketl or con-
cavity in the other jaw. In operation the
jaws are opened and & fold of the stocking
is then folded over one of the jaws, after
which the jaws are closed and when closed
operate to grip or bite the fold therebetween.
By means of this construction the clasp may
be secured to the stocking at any convenient
point. | |

F

|

]

In the drawings, FFigure 1 1s a view of my
improved gentleman’s garter, showing the
manner in which it is used. Fig. 2 1s an en-
larged view of the clasp when cpened. Big.
3 is a similar view of the clasp closed and
showing the manner in which it grips the

stocking., FHig. 41s a section on the line @ x,
Fig. 3. Fig. 51is a section on the line 4 v,

Fig. 3. Fig. 6 shows a modified form of
clasp. Hig. 7 is an edge elevation of my
clasp. Fig. 8 shows a modified form of ¢lasp.
Fig, 9 i3 a detail of one form of half-clasp
which may be used, and Fig. 10 is a modified
form of clasp. Iig.11shows a garteradapted
to support long hose.

Referring to IFig. 1, it will be seen that the
carter comprises a single strap or web o,
preferably of some suitable elastic material,
to the ends of which the clasps 4, which are

1o be presently deseribed,are secured. When

in use, the central portion of the strap o en-
circles the back part of the leg, and the ends
5 of said sfrap depend, as shown in Fig. 1,
and have the clasps 4 secured thereto. Pass-
ing around the front of the leg is a connecting
strap or member 6, which is preferably ad-
justable as to its length and which is adapted
to be secured at its ends to the main strapor
web 3 at points intermediate the ends of the
latter, the points being in the line of the cen-
tral portion of the latter. With this con-
struction the loop of the garter, which com-
pletely encircles the leg, is composed of the
central portion of the main strap 3, which
central portion I have designated as 7 and
the front connecting member G.

To connect the connecting member to the
main strap 3, I preferably use half-clasps on
each of said members, and, as illustrated, the
main strap 3 is threaded through a half-clasp

3, having the vertical slot 9 and the inclined

slot 10, the strap or band 3 as it is threaded
through said slots being turned from a hori-

zontal to a vertical direction, as seen 1n Ifig.

1. The end of the half-clasp 8 18 shown as
having an aperture to receive a hooked half-

. clasp 11, which is secured to the end of the

connecting-band 6. By means of this con-

struction the garter may be readily removed
by unhooking one of the hooks 10 from the
| half-clasp S, as will be apparent.
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It will be observed that the half-clasps 8 |

may be adjusted upon the band or web 3 so
as to make the ecentral portion thereof shorter
and the depending portion 5 thereof longer,
or vice versa, as shown in dotted lines, ac-
cording to the length of stocking or the size
of the leg. Any other suitable form of half-
clasp 8 may be employed, however, provided
1t has the capability of being adjusted on the
web 3. It will thus be seen that my garter
18 not only adjustable to different sizes, but
also operates to support the stocking on both
sides, thus making the device more comfort-
able to wear.

The clasps 4, which are employed in con-
nection with my improved garter, have, as I
have said, two jaws of peculiar construction
pivoted together, between which a fold of the
stocking is adapted to be clamped.. Prefer-
ably these jaws are substantially L.-shaped
or V-shaped and comprise a fixed member or
Jaw 20, having an eye in the upper end there-
of through which the end 5 of the garter is
secured. The said jaw 20 has the arm 22,
which stands substantially transverse to the
line of the depending portion 5 of the web or
slightly inclined thereto, as shown in Figs. 3
and 10, the upper transverse edge @ of said

arm constituting a holding edge over which

the fold of the stocking or other garment is

‘passed, as will be more fully hereinafter de-

scribed. The shape of the jaw is preferably
such that the arm 22 is situated in a continu-
ation of the line of the web 5 and directly un-
derneath the same.
substantially the angle between the arms
thereof is a pivoted jaw 23, which may be of
any suitable shape and which, as illustrated
in Figs. 2 and 3, comprises the arms 24 and 25.
The arms 22 and 25 of the two jaws have in-
terlocking portions, one of said arms having
a concavity in which is received a convexity
or protuberanceon theotherarm,and between
sald arms a fold of the stocking is gripped.

In my preferred construction I make the
arm 25 with the concavity or socket 26, and
the arm 22 has the protuberance 27, which
when the jaws are in operative position is re-
ceived by the concavity or socket. Asillus-
trated in Fig. 4, I prefer to make the protu-

_berance substantially V-shaped in vertical

55
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cross-section, so that the jaws may shut more
easily, but will preferably make said protu-
berance curvilinear in horizontal section, as
seen in Fig. 5.

Asseenin Fig.7,the jawsare spaced slightly
from each other, this being accomplished by
providing between them at the pivot portion
a spacing-block 28 in the form of a sleeve
surrounding the pivot-pin which unites them.

‘When attaching the clasp to a stocking, the
pivoted jaw 23 is swung into the position
shown in Fig. 2 or still farther back, when a

fold of the stocking will be folded over the

holding edge a on the jaw 22, as seen in Figs.
3 and 5. Thereafter the pivoted jaw will be

Pivoted to the jaw 20 at

713,673

swung into the position shown in Fig. 3,
thereby clamping the fold between the jaws
20 and 22, the concavity and convexity of
these jaws serving to firmly hold the stocking.

Tolock the jawsin theiroperative position,
I may, if desired, provide the jaw 24 with a
slight depression 30, with which cooperates a
slight projection or protuberance 31 on the
arm 21 of the jaw 20. I may also, if desired,

provide the jaw 23 with a slight projection or

hand-grip 32, by means of which it can be
readily turned to either grip or let go of the
stocking. |

Whilein my preferred embodiment the con-

‘cavity or socket 26 isin the pivoted jaw, yet

1t is within the scope of my invention to place
the same in the fixed jaw, as shown in Fig. 6,
wherein 26' is the concavity. In thisinstance
the pivoted jaw 23 would have the protuber-
ance 27, | |

In theformof myinvention described above

‘the protuberance 27 and the concavity 26 will
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preferably be made by stamping the metal of

the arms 22 and 25 into an approximately
concavo-convex form. If desired, however,
the protuberance may be made by securing

a solid piece to the straight face of the arm -

22, this form of myinvention being illustrated
in Fig. 8, wherein 25 is the arm of the piv-

oted Jaw and 26 the concavity stamped or

pressed therein.

The arm of the fixed jaw is designated by
22* in Fig. 8, and this corresponds to the arm
22 in the other figures. It will be noticed,
however, that the arm 22* is straight and has
a protuberance 27* secured to the face there-
of, which protuberance codperates with the
concavity 26. The said protuberance 272
may be of any material and secured to the
arm in any suitable way; butin Fig. 8 I have
illustrated a rubber protuberance, this being

preferable, as it serves to grip the stocking

more firmly. _ . ,

I will preferably provide the rubber pro-
tuberance 27* with a flap or web 40, which is
adapted to extend over the upper edge of the
arm 22* and partially cover the inside face
of said arm, and a rivet or other securing
means 41 will be passed through the web and
projection, as shown. | -

In a elasp of this nature, where the stock-
ing is folded over the upper edge of the arm
22, a large part of this strain to which the
clasp issubjected is taken by the upper edge
of sald arm, and by making this upper edge
rubber-coated there is a greater friction be-
tween the stocking and the jaw, and conse-
quently less strain upon the socket portion
of the device. -

In Fig. 10 I have illustrated still a differ-
ent form of the invention, wherein the arm
22° is inclined slightly and the pivoted jaw
23" is of substantially triangular shape, as
shown, the said jaw having a concavity 26°,

with which cobperates a suitable projection .

upon the jaw 22°. In other respects, how-
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ever, the device shown in Fig. 10 is similar | ance with inclined sides which extends be-

to that shown in the remaining figures of the
drawings.

Since my improved clasp is adapted to re-
ceive a fold in the stocking, it will be evident
that it may besecured to the stocking at any
point between its top and its foot, and there-
fore the clasp portion of my invention is es-
pecially adapted for supporting long hose, as
illustrated in Fig. 9. In this case it would
be fastened to the end of an ordinary band
or strap 38, which in turn will be secured
from the waist of the person, and the clasp
4 may then be secured to the stockingin any
convenient position, as shown in said IFig. .

It will be obvious to those skilled 1n the art
that various changes may be made in the con-
struction of the device without in any way
departing from the spirit of the invention &
set forth in the following claims.

By the term ‘‘L-shaped” as used in the
specification and claims I do not intend to
limit my invention to a shape of jaw wherein
the arms stand at right angles to each other,
as it will be obvious that the arm over which
the stocking folds may be more or less in-
clined without departing from the spirit of
my invention. I have used the term ‘‘L-
shaped,” therefore, as referringtoa jaw hav-
ing two arms at an angle to each other with-
out reference to the particular angle.

Having deseribed my invention, what 1
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States, is—

1. In a garter,astrap or web having a clasp
secured to the end thereof, sald clasp com-
prising a fixed jaw member and a codperating
jaw member pivoted thereto, said fixed jaw
havingaholdingedgeextendingsubstantially
sransverse to the direction of the length of
the strap, one of sald jaws having a sockeb
therein and the other a projection which 1n-
terlocks with the socket, the construction be-
ing such that a fold of the garment may be
passed over the holding edge and clamped be-
tween the said jaws.

2. Inagarter,a strap or web having a clasp
secured to the end thereof, said clasp com-
prising a fixed jaw member and a codperating
jaw member pivoted thereto, sald fixed jaw
havingaholdingedgeextending substantially
transverse to the direction of the length of
the strap, one of said jaws having a socket
therein and the other a projection faced with
rabber, which projection is adapted to be re-
ceived by the socket, the construction being

suchthatafold of the garment may be passed

over the holding edge and clamped between
the said jaws.

3. A claspfor a hose-supporter comprising
two resilient jaws having opposed substan-
tially flat faces adapted to receive between
them a fold of the garment to be supported
and a pivot uniting said jaws for relative
movement aboutan axis perpendicular to the
faces, the face of one jaw having a socket

and that of the other jaw having a protuber- |

yvond the plane of the face of the first-men-
tioned jaw and is adapted to be received by
the socket.

4. A clasp for a hose-supporter comprising

a fixed jaw having a holding edge extending

substantially transverse to the direction of
the line of strain, a codperating jaw pivoted
to said fixed jaw, said jaws having substan-
tially parallel opposed faces which are sub-
stantially perpendicular to the axis of the
pivoted jaw, the face of one of said jaws hav-
ing a socket therein and that of the other jaw
having a protuberance, the construction be-
ing such that a fold of the garment to be sup-
ported may be passed over the holding edge
and clamped between the opposed faces of
the jaws, the protuberance being received In
the socket when the jaws are in holding posi-
tion. |

5. A hose-supporter comprising a strap or
web to the end of which is secured a sub-
stantially L.-shaped jaw, one arm thereof ex-
tending transverse to the line of the web and

having a substantially straight upper edge, |

and a correspondingly-shaped jaw pivoted to
said first-mentioned jaw, the transverse arms
of one of said jaws having a V-shaped pro-
tuberance and the corresponding arm of the
other jaw having a socket to receive said pro-
tuberance. |

6. In a hose-supporter, a strapor web hav-
ing a depending portion and a clasp secured
to the end thereof, said clasp comprising a
fixed substantially L-shaped jawand a simi-
larly-shaped jaw pivoted thereto, one of the
arms of sald fixed jaw extending transverse
to the direction of the length of the strap and
havingafacetointerlock with the correspond-
ing arm of the other jaw.

7. A clasp for hose-supporters, comprising
a substantially L.-shaped member attached to
the end of a web, and a correspondingly-
shaped jaw pivoted thereto, said member and
jaw having interlocking faces between which
a fold of the material supported is adapted
to be clamped. |

8. A clasp for ahose-supporter, comprising
a fixed and a pivoted jaw of substantially L
shape, one arm of one of said jaws having a
socketand the corresponding arm of the other
jaw having a protuberance to fit said socket.

9. A clasp for a hose-supporter, comprising
a fixed jaw of substantially L shape having
a rubber covering over which the stocking to

be supported is adapted to be folded, and a

codperating jaw pivoted to said fixed jaw, one
of said jaws having a socket and the other a
corresponding protuberance to fit said socket.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses. -

FREDERICK M. OSGOOD.

- Witnesses:
Louls C. SMITH,
JOHN C. EDWARDS.
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