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To all whonm 6 may concerw:

be it known that I, AMERICUS MIESSE, a
citizen of the United Smtes residing at Lm]a
in the county of Allen _and State of Oth
have invented a new and useful Rural-De-
livery Box, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

This invention relates generally to lefter-
boxes, and more particularly to rural-deliv-
ery boxes.

The object of the invention is to provide a
signal or alarm mechanism operatively con-

-nected to a rural-delivery box and operated
by the drop of the said box, said alarm mech- |

anism being located at any suitable point
about the house or premises.

With these various objects in view the in-
vention consists in the novel features of con-
struction and combination, all of which will
be fully described hereinafter and pomted
out in the claims.

In the drawings forming a part of this
specification, Figure 1 is a perspective view
showing the practical application of my in-
vention. Fig. 2 is a perspective view show-
ing the end of the rural-delivery box, the
door being opened. Fig. 3 is a detail per-
spective view illustrating the interior of the
end of the box, the door being closed. Fig.
4 13 a sectional view showing the normal
position of the parts. Fig. 5 is a sectional
view showing the p051t10n of the several
parts when the drop 18 raised and the alarm
circuit is closed. Fig. 6 is a detail sectional
view, partly in elevation, and illustrating
the cireuit-closer. FYig. 7 is a top plan view
of the same. Fig. 818 a bottom plan view.
Fig. 9 shows a slightly-modified construc-
tion — particularly adapted for receiving

packages and parcels, and Fig. 10 is a detail

view illustrating the cireuit-closing means
employed in connection with the box ilius-
trated in Fig. 9. |

In carrying out my invention I employ a

rural-delivery box A, which is arranged upon
a suitable post b at a point convenient for
the carrier, and connected to this post B are

‘the electrical conductor-wires B’, which ex-

tend to any particular portion of the house
or premises and are connected to an elec-

tric bell B? a battery B3 and a cut-off |

| switeh B4

The opposite ends of the wires
are connected, respectively, tc a plate C and
a binding-post C', said plate and binding-
post being connected to a block C?, which is
secured upon the inner side of the boxin the
roof thereof and adjacent to the forward
end, said block being slotted vertically, as
shown at C® and working in sald vertical
slot is the depending contact-rod D, which
18 secured at its upper end to the plate C, its
lower end being curved or bent, so as to con-
tact with the drop K when the said drop is
raised for the purpose of depositing mail, and
when the said drop is so operated contact-rod
D is forced inwardly and contacts with one of
a pair of contact-arms IF,which are secured fo
the block C* by means of the binding-post C’,

said arms being arranged duectly beneath
the slot or opening C°, so that when the drop
isoperated the contact-rod ispushed inwardly,
contacting with oneof thearms I, and thereby
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closing the circuit and sounding the alarm

within the house. DBy this construction a sig-
nal or alarm is given at the particular point
of the house or premises the moment the rural
letter-carrier raises the drop for the purpose
of depositing the mail.

In Figs. 9 and 10 I have shown a slightly-
modiﬁed form of construction, in which the
box A’ is provided with a lid A? and at the
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rear side of the box adjacent to the upper

edgeis arranged a block A3, carrying contact-
arms A* and a curved contact-rod A°. The
line-wires are connected to the contact arms
and rod, and the said rod 1s.0of such shape
and occupies such position that when the lid
is closed the circnit will be opened or closed,
as the owner may prefer, as some may wish
to have the signal sounded when the carrier
raises the lid, while others may prefer to keep
the lid open and close the circeuit only when
the top of the box is closed or locked. The
line-wires leading from this box are connected
to an electric bell and battery and also to an
incandescent light, so that a visible signal
may be given at the same time an -audible
one is produced.

It will thus be seen that T provide an ex-
ceedingly simple and highly efficient con-
struction of rural-delivery box provided with
signal and alarm mechanisms.
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Having thus fully describéd my invention,

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by

Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. The combination with a mail-box, of a
pivoted drop, a vertically-slotted block, a
binding-post in said blocek, contact-arms se-
cured to the block by the binding-post, a plate
connected to the block, a contact-rod swing-
ingly secured in the vertical slot and adapted
to contact with one of the arms where the drop
is lifted, and line-wires secured to the plate
and bmdmg post, respectively.

|

713,662

2. The combinatidn with a box having a
hinged door provided with a pivoted drop, a
block arranged within the box, a plate at-

tached to said block and having a contact-

rod depending therefrom, the contact-arms
connected also to the block and adapted for
contact with the rod when the drop is raised,

substanmally as specified.
AMERICUS MIESSE

Wltnesses:
C. F. BRYAN,
- JOHN W EEDS.
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