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1o all whonv it muay conecern:

Be it known that I, TomsoN E. FRENCH, a
citizen of the United States of America, anﬂ
aresident of Davenport, in the county of Scott
and State of lowa, have invented a certain
new and useful Imp1 ovement in Piano-Mov-
Ing Devices; and I do declare the following
speuﬁeatlon taken in connection with the
drawings, making a part of the same, to be a
full, cleal and exact desmlptmn thereof.

"\«Iy mveutlon relates to devices for moving
pianos in which the piano to be moved is se-
cured upon a truck or frame by straps or simi-
lar means and which truck, with the piano so
secured thereon, is adapted to be placed upon
a carriage hamuﬁ' wheels and to be propelled
by means thezeof

As it is often necessary to move pianos up
or down stairways, it is important that the
truck-bed be smooth and unobstruected on its
under side, so as to allow the truck-bed to
slide on the stairs.

One of the objects of my invention is to pro-
vide a truck having a truck-bed whose under
side 1s perfectly Smooth and free from all ob-
structions.

Another objeet is to provide a truck or
frame which shall take up the least possible
space in addition to the space oceupied by the
piano 1itself. This object I have found of
great importance where low hatchways are
encountered In moving pianos np or down
stairs.

Another object is to provide the carriage
with mechanism by which the carriage may |

be readily and firmly secured to the head-
board of the truck and as easily removed
therefrom. In praectice I havefound this ob-
Ject of great importance, because it is often
found advantageous to turn a piano on end
and move 1t Whlle 1n that position.

A still further object of my invention is t0
provide a suitable and convenient grip or
handhold by which the truek- bed may be
manually grasped while the piano is on end.
Owing to the necessity for having the under
side of the truck-bed smooth, the grip or hand-
hold is made removable thereflom and at-
tached thereto only when the piano is being

5o moved while on end.

The general object of my invention is to | ed.

(No model.)

provideadevice for moving pianos which shall
besimplein construction, easily manipulated,
and which shall oceupy but little space in ad-
dition to the space occupied by the piano.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side view of

the moving truck mounted upon the carriage
and showing an upright piano secured upon
the truck. [Ifig.2 isanend view of the truck
and carriage viewed in the direction of the
arrow at I'ig. 1. Hig. 3 is a view of the truck
and piano on end with the carriage secured
fo the headboard of the truek., Fig. 4 is an
elevation of the headboard of the truck,show-
ing the stationary handle thereon. Fig. 5 is
a plan view of the carriage, showing the hang-
ers and the lock for securing said carriage to
the headboard. Iig. 6 is an inside view of
the carriage on the line & x of Fig. 5, viewed
in the direction of the arrow at Fig. 5, show-
ing a side view of one of the hangers and the
lock in an upright position. Fig. 7 is an ele-
vation of the removable grip, and Fig. 8 a
transverse cross-section thereof on the line
Y Y of Fig. 7.

Refeumﬂ to the drawings, in which like
parts are designated by the same letters, A
represents a piano.

IB 1s the headboard of the truck.

¢ ¢ are cushions or blocks secured to the
headboard and against which the piano is
adapted to rest. |

C 1s the truck-bed. -

b b are blocks secured upon the truck-bed.

¢ 18 a metal loop secured across the truck-
bed, so as to admit the passage of a strap be-
tween the loop and bed.

D is an adjustable block mounted to slide
upon the truck-bed by means of small angle-
irons d d, secured to the ends of the block D
and Couespondm grooves 1n the edges of the
truck-bed O, as shown in Fig. 2, so that the
block D may be moved longitudinally on the
truck-bed, but cannot be raised therefrom.

K represents a horizontal handle-bar se-
cared to the headboard B by means of brack-
ets ¢ e. The dotted vertical and horizontal

lines indicate the straps by which the piano
18 secured to the truek.

F represents the carriage upon which the
truck with the piano secured thereto is mount-
The side pieces f f of the carriage are
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cally, (as seen in Fig.

713,626

cut down ab their top inner edges, so that the | ing the truck-bed with this grip will be ap- 50

truck-bed may rest therein, as shown in FKig.
2. When the piano 18 to be moved while in
an upright position, the carriage ‘is placed
under the truck-bed, near the longitudinal
center thereof, as shown in Fig. 1; but in
practice I have found it generally desirable
to move the piano across a floor or smooth
space while on end, and this necessitates
placing the carriage under the headboard, as
shown in Fig. 3. 1 secure the carriage to the
headboard in the following novel manner:
(& G represent hangers which are secured

to the inner sides of the side pieces 1 f of the

carriage. 'T'hese hangers are beveled or cut
out, as shown in Fig. 6

g and ¢’ are the conneetmg‘pleces of the
carriage I, and to the inside of piece ¢’ is se-
cured by means of a small hinge or otherwise,
the lock -piece 1.

In attaching t.he carriage to the headboard
the piano will either be standing upright or
balanced on one of 1ts corners by the persons
engaged in moving it. The carriage is then
placed against the headboard, so that the
points of the hangers will catch between the
headboard and the handle-bar E. The car-
riage is then lowered until the hangers rest
upon the handle-bar, as indicated in Fig, 6.

The adjustable lock-piece H is then turned

upon its hinge, so that it catches under the
handle-bar. In this way the carriage may be

securely and easily attached to the headboard

of the truck.

While the piano is being moved on end it 1is
often found necessary to take hold of the
truck-bed, which at such times stands verti-
2;) but owing to the
necessity of having the outer or under side

of the truck-bed entirely smooth while mov-

ing a piano up or down stairs stationary
handies cannot be secured thereto.

I have devised a novel and practical grip,
which is easily applied and as easily re-
moved. Ilrepresents thisgrip, which consists
of the handles £ h, cross-bars ¢ 7, pivotally
connected by a pinorrivet 7 and termmatmﬁ‘
in the concavo-convex jaws k k; as clearly
shownin Figs. 7and 8. The method of grasp- |

and bed,

Hence

parent by a reference to the drawings.

It will now be seen that when the piano is
placed upon the truck by raising the end of the
piano the adjustable block D may be moved
forward or backward, as may be found neces-

sary to obtain a firm rest or support for the

piano, that the piano may be propelled while
in an upright position or while turned on
end, that the truck-bed is entirely free from
obstructions on its under side, and that con-
venient means are provided for grasping the
truck-bed when the same is turned on end.
Having thus described my invention, I

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

Patent—

1. A pianc-moving device comprising a
truck composed of a bed and headboard, the
bed being free from obstructions on its under
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side and having an adjustable cushion-block

on its upper side, the headboard provided
with cushion-blocks and a stationary handle,
a removable carriage adapted to sustain the
truck and to be propelled therewith and pro-
vided with means by which said carriage may
be secured to the headboard and handle
thereon,removable means for manually grasp-
ing the 1 uck-bed, all for the purposes %ated
9. In a device for moving pianos, the com-
bination of a truck composed of a headboard
the headboard having a handle se-
cured to the outside thereof and cushion-
blocks on its inner side, the bed being free
from obstruction on its under side, having
one or more stationary cushion-blocks and an
adjustable block on its upper side, a remov-
able carriage upon which the bed of the truck
is adapted to rest and having hangers and a
lock by which said carriage may be attached

to the stationary handle upon the headboard

for the purposes stated.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name, this 25th day of April, 1902, in the pres-
ence of two witnesses.

TOMSON E. FRENCH.

In presence of—
T. A. MURPHY,
I. C. ANDERSON.
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