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To wll whom it meay conceri: |
Be it known that I, WALTER E. COLEMAN,

acitizen of the United States, residingat New-

dorp, Richmond county, and State of New
York, haveinvented certain Improvementsin
the Processof Manufacturing Decorative Ma-
terial, of which the following is a specifica-
tion sufficient to enable others skilled in the
art to which the invention appertains to make
and use the same.

My invention relates to a new decorative
material for panelings, mattings, coverings,
and vaviousother uses; andtheinvention con-
sists in the process of combining an open-
work desiegn formed of a material which 18
non-combustible under ordinary conditions
of use with an incombustible backing or bind-
ing material in which the design is inlaid, so
as to expose 1t superficially substantially as
hereinafter set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 11s
a view of the surface of a portion of decora-
tive material made according to my inven-
tion. Fig. 2 is a section upon plane of line
2 2, Fig. 1; Fig. 3, a view of a portion of
woven fabric shown in IKigs. 1 and 2; i1ig. 4,
a, view of another form of woven fabric which
may be embedded in the plastic material.
Fig. 5 is a view similar to Kig. 1, showing a
modification of the material in which the de-
sign is composed of strips bent into the re-
quired shape. F¥ig. 6 is a view of a portion
of the design shown in Kig. 5 before 1t isem-
bedded in the piastic composition.

In the drawings the designs or patterns D
are represented as of simple open structure
for convenience of illustration.- As a matter
of fact any design or pattern no matter how
complicated, provided it has spaces or inter-

stices 2 between its parts, may be employed.

Thus woven metallic wire, woven thread coat-
ed electrically with metal, or a plaited or
woven design of any non-combustible mate-
rial may be used, or the design may cousist
of strips of non-combustible material bentinto
shape as in Fig. 5, the essential feature De-
ing a design executed 1n material which 1is
practically incombustible underordinary con-
ditions of use. This heat-resisting design 18

- e ———r——

| while the latter is in a comparatively soft or

plastic state, said binding composition being
forced into the spaces or interstices ¢ in such
manner as to leave the edge of the design ex-
posed and produce the general effect of what
is known as ‘“inlaid work,” the several parts
of the design being firmly secured in position
by the subsequent hardening or setting of
the binding composition. The binding com-
position B, which is thus made to constitute
the backing or body of the decorative mate-
rial, is alsoincombustible underordinary con-
ditions of use, the design being to produce a
decoravive material or article as a whole which
is essentiallv heat-resisting or fireproof. It
isthus to beunderstood that by theuse of the
term ‘‘heat-resisting” herein I designate and
limit myself to materials which are known as
refractory and which are-consumed or disin-
tegrated only at a relatively high degree of
heat greater than that they would be sub-
jected to under ordinary conditions of use.
The preferred composition used for this pur-
pose is shellae, tale, and coloring-matter. In
lieu of tale, however, fullers’ earth maysome-
times be employed.

The design is more or less flexible and col-
lapsible, even when the pattern 1s compara-
tively close and intricate. It is the function
of the composition B to reinforce and sustaln
the desiogn in an extended condition, so as to

display it in its perfection while giving body

and weight to the article as a whole. '"T'he
flexibility of the design facilitates the attain-
ment of an intimate contact between it and
the plastic material, which is rendered per-
fect and permanent by the subsequent har-
dening of the substance.

By my invention delicate laces and fabrics
may be incorporated into panels, plates, or
backings and used for decoration in various
ways. The material is adapted to the mani-
facture of table-mats, book-covers, panels in
furniture, doors, &e., and to an infinite va-
riety of uses. Itissimpleand comparatively

cheap, and highly-artistic results may be at-
tained in its manutacture. |

The hardening or solidification of the bind-
ing composition may be effected in any suit-
able or well-known manner, according to the
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character and requirements of the composi-
tion of matter used for the backing or body
of the decorative material.

What I claim herein, and desire to secare
by Letters Patent, is—

1. The process of manufacturing decora-
tive material, which consists in embedding
an open-work pliabie design in a plastic mass
of shellac, coloring-matter and tale, forcing
the design into the said mass to fill the in-
terstices of the design with such mass and

' then effecting the solidifying thereof, as set
forth. o

2. Asan improved article of manufacture,
decorative material comprising a frail open- 15
work design embedded in a mass composed
of shellac, tale and coloring-matter in imi-
tation of inlaid work.

WALTER E. COLEMAN.

Witnesses:
D. W. GARDNER,

GEO. WM. MIATT.
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