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7o all whnony Tt il CONCEri:

Be it known that I, JaAMES F. MOLLOY, of

West Haven, in thecounty of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Buckles; and I
do hereby declare the following, when taken
in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings and the numerals of reference marked

thereon, to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion of the same, and which said drawings
constitute part of this specification, and rep-
resent,~1n—

Figure 1, a view in front elevation of a
buekle,illustrating one embodiment of my in-
vention; Fig. 2, a rear view of the same; Kig.
3, a view in vertical section on the line ¢ b of
Fig. 2; Fig. 4, a detached perspective view
of the body-plate; Fig. 5, a similar view of
the lever or other member of the buckle; Iig.
6, a plan view of the blank from which the
body-plate is formed. - |

My invention relates to buckles, and par-
ticularly to that class of bucklesin which one
of the members consists of a lever which 1s
fulecrumed to the other member and has one
of its arms adapted to engage with and dis-
engage from said other member.

Some of the objects of my invention are to
provide such a buckle that will bestrong and
durable and avoid all liability of its members
becoming separated and also one that can
have each of its members struck up from one
piece of thin sheet metal. ‘

My invention consists of certain parts and -

combinations of parts, as herein described.
The upper bar 2 of the buckle isformed in-
tegral with the body-plate 3 thereof by taking
a blank like that, for instance, shown by Fig.
6 of thedrawings and makingaslit 4 through
said blank longitudinally with the same near
one of its edges and preferably parallel with
the same and then extending sald slit from
each of its ends transversely and in a direc-
tion away from said ends and preferably ex-
tending inward or toward each other. 'The
blank having been slitted as described, its
upper edge is set forward and by preference
turned over into a plane at a right angle to
the plane of the blank, which is thus convert-

 webbing is thus formed between the bar and

the body-plate, as shown in Fig.4. Thesaid
bar is supported at. its ends by supporting-

arms 2%, which merge into the body-plate 55

and which originally formed the upper cor-
ners of the blank. The lower portion of the
blank is formed with a long web-receiving
slot 6, resulting in the produetion of the lower

bar 7, which lies in the plane of the body- 6o

plate. Theintegral ears 8 of the sheet-metal
lever 9 are bent around the ends of the bar
2, the supporting-arms 2* of which prevent
the sidewise movement of the lever. The

setting off of the npper bar 2 from the plane 63

of the body-plate 3 forms a wide tongue 10
or, so to speak, abutment at the top of the
body-plate, this tongue being slightly turned
forward, as shown in Kig. 4, for coaction with

the teeth 11 of the lever 9in gripping the web- 70

bing. -

It will thus be seen that my improved
buckle consists of only two parts—namely,
the body-plate and the lever—and that its

construction is not only in every way very 75

simple, but that it is strong and effective.
My improvement might also be described as
a buckle comprising a base or frame member 3
and a lever-clamping member 9, sald base

member having a longitudinal slit 4 and two 3o

transverse slits 4 meeting said longitudinal
slit and the portions of the base around said
slits turned up, whereby the part of the base
between the slits will form a tongue 10, and

the portions around said slits will form a 35

cross-bar 2 and end supports 2%, with sald bar
crossing the tongue and the clamping mem-
ber 9 fulerumed to said bar, whereby said
clamping member may be securely held to

the base member 3 and the jaw of said clamp- go

ing member be made to engage with and dis

engage from said tongue 10. |
The frame, body-plate, or back, compris-

ing one member of the buckle, consists of a

lower cross-bar for the attachment of the g5

webbing, another (upper) cross-bar and
tongue or apron deflected to one side and be-

' vond said bar, and all of said parts being un-

broken, solid, and integral, and integral with
each other.

ed into the body-plate 3, as clearly shown in | the buckle is provided with ears which are
Fig. 4. A space 5 for the upward passage of | bent around the upper cross-bar of the other

-

The other or pivot member of 1co
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cross-bar passes, a,nd a part ad&pted to oper-
ate against the apron of the frame member.

Tt is apparent that in carryine out my in-
vention some changes from the construction
herein shown and described may be made,
and 1 would therefore have it understood
that I do not limit myself to the exact form
shown, but hold myself at liberty to make
such cha,nﬂes and alterations as fairly fall
within the splut and scope of my invention.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Leltels
Patent, is—

1. A sheet-metal buckle having its body-
plate formed with an integral honzontal top
bar set off from the upper edge of the plate
at or substantially at a 1‘*1“‘1113 angle to the
plane thereof, so as to form a space between
it and the same, and the said plate being also
formed with two supporting-arms set off from
the edges of the plate and merging into the
ends of the said bar which they support and
the said plate having its upper edge turned

forward into the sald space to for-m atongue |

for ecoaction with the lever pivoted to the Sald
bar.

2. A buckle comprising a base or frame
member and a lever-clamping member, said
base member having a longitudinal slit and
two transverse slits meetmﬂ' sald longitadi-
nal slit, and the portions of the base around
said slits turned up, whereby the part of the
base between the slits will form a tongue,
and the portions around said slits will form
a cross-bar and end supports, with said bar
crossing the tongue, and the clamping mem-
ber fulecrumed to said bar, whereby said
clamping member may be securely held to
the base member, and the jaw of said clamp-
ing member be made to engage with and dis-
engage from said tongue.

3. In a buckle, the base or frame member |

counsisting of a single flat piece of sheet metal
having a longitudinal slit and two transverse
slits meeting said longitudinal slit, and the
portions of the base around said slits turned
up, whereby the part of the base between the
slits will form a tongue, and the portions
around said slits will form a cross-bar and end
supports, with said bar crossing the tongue.

4. A buckle comprising a base or frame
member and a lever-clamping member, said
base member provided with a tongue, and a

bar integral with said member extending

across and above the surface of said tongue,
and the clamping member fulerumed to said
bar, whereby said clamping member may be
securely held to the base member, and the
Jaw of said clamping member be made to en-
gage with and disengage from said fongue.
5. A buckle comprising a base or frame
member and a lever-clamping member, said
base member provided with a-tongue, and a
bar extending across and above the surface

-
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forming eyes through whleh said | of sald tongue, and said tongue and bar being

integral with said member, “and the clampmﬂ'
member fulerumed to said bar, whereby said
clamping member may be secuzely held to
the base member, and the jaw of said clamp-
ing member he made to engage with and dis-
engage from said tongue,

6. A sheet - matal buckle having a plate
formed with an integral horizontal top bar
set off from the upper surface of the plate at
or substantially at a right angle to said sur-
face so as to form a space between it and the
same, and the said plate being also formed
with two supporting-arms set off from the
edges of the plate and merging into the ends
of said bar which they support, and the said
plate adapted for coaction with the lever piv-
ofed to the said bar.

7. A suspender-buckle comprising a frame
of one piece consisting of a back having a
transverse solid bar, an apron integral with
sald frame deflected to one side and beyond
the said bar and a clamping-lever hinged to
sald bar adapted tooperate against theapron.

8. In a suspender-buckle, a frame made of
a single plece and comprising an unbroken
upper and lower ¢ross-bar forming in one in-
stance a pivot for a clamping-lever and in
the other instance means for attachment of a
web, an apron integral with said frame de-
flected above and to one side of one of said
bars and a clamping-lever hinged to this one
of said bars.

9. A buckle-frame comprising a back hav-
1ng integral unbroken upper and lower cross-
bars forming in one instance a rigid pivot for
a lever and in the other an unbroken bar for
the attachment of a suspender-web, an apron
integral with and deflected toone side of the
pivot cross-bar, substantially as shown and
described.

10. A buckle-frame formed of one piece
comprising unbroken upper and lower cross-
bars, forming in one instance a rigid pivot for
a lever and in the other a rigid bar for the at-
tachment of a suspender-web, an apron inte-
gral with and deflected toone side of the pivot
cross-bar, a clamping-lever having eyes to en-
circle said pivot-bar, substantially as shown
and described. |

11. A suspender-buckle frame including

. Integral solid transverse bars one for the at-

tachment of a lever and the other for a web,
and an apron also formed integral with said
trame deflected upward from between the
bars adjacent to and above one of said bars,
substantially as shown and deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-
ing witnesses.

JAS. F. MOLLOY.
Witnesses:
THOS. F. MOLLOY,
CHAS. MENGE.
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