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To all whom it may conceri:

Beitknown that I, JOHEN M. BIRTELS, a citi-
zen of the United States,residing at Cass Lake,
in the county of Cass and State of Minnesota,

5 have made certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Folding Oar-Locks, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This invention relates to oar-locks adapted
to be folded down out of the way when notin

10 use; and it consists in the construction, com-

~ bination, and arrangement of parts, as here-

inafter shown and described, and specifically
pointed out in the claims.

Figure 1 is a side elevation, Fig. 2 1s a top

1z plan view, and Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view,
of the device complete. Xig.4 is an end ele-
vation of the oar-lock elevated or ready for
use, and Fig. § is an end elevation showing
the oar-lock folded down as when not 1n use.
2o Fig. 6 is a side elevation in section on the
- line z « of Fig. 3. Tig.7 isanend elevation
in cross-section on the line 4 y of Fig. 1. Fig.
3 is a detached perspective view of the tilt-
ing block. Fig. 9 is a detached perspective
25 view of the same viewed from the bottom.

19 is the base-plate, adapted to be attached
to the gunwale 17 of the boat, as by lugs 12,
and with the central part 14 elevated and
formed hollow and with a transverse cenfral

30 opening 142,

15isa block having lateral lugs 16, through
which a horizontal pin 18 passes, the ends of
the pin being journaled in bearings in the
raised central portion 14 of the base 19, by

3¢ which means the block 15 is pivoted in the
base and projects ontward through the cen-
‘tral opening 14*. The bearings for the pin
i8 are wholly within the casing 14, so that no
part of the block 15 projects inside of the base

40 19 or the projection 14, carried thereby, when
the oar-lock is elevated into its working posi-
tion, as shown in Figs. 1,2, 3, 6,and 7. Thus

no obstruction is presented inside the gun-
wale when the oar-lock is in action to catch

45 theclothing of the operator orotherwise inter-
fere with the operations. The lateral lugs 6
project beneath and engage the under side ot
the top of the casing 14, so that all npward
strains are borne by the lugs, and also pro-

its attached oar-lock can take place acci-
dentally or in event of the breakage or dis-
placement of the pin 18. Thus the block 15
can be supported upon the upper rear edge

of the part 14, as shown in Kigs. 1 and 4, or 55
turned outward and downward and project
through the opening 14*, as shown in Fig. 5,
turning upon the pivot 13 as a center.

10 is the oar-lock, which is of the usual
shape and is provided with a central stud 11, 6o
itting down through an aperture 20 in the
block 15 and secured revolubly therein, as by
a butten 13. The oar-lock is thus free to
move in the block to adapt itself to the move-
ment of the oar and be firmly supported in 63
the block 15 and on the base 19 when in use,
while at the same time the oar-lock can be
folded down inside the boat when notin use,
as shown in Kig. o.

The button 13 is rigidly connected to the 7o
stud 11, so as to turn with the oar-lock, and
is secured transversely thereto, so that when
the oar-lock is in position for use, as in Iigs.
1,2, 3, 4, 6, and 7, one of the projecting ends
of the button will engage the lower edge 21 75

of the outer wall of the part 14 to serve as a

““loek” to prevent the oar-lock from being
turned over, as in Fig. 5. The button will
be of sufficient width to permit the oar-lock
to have the necessary swivel movement upon 8o
its pivot 11 to accommodateitself to the move-
ment of the oar, while at the same time wide
enotigh to retain its. position in engagement
with the part 21 unless the oar-lock be turned
at right angles to the gunnwale—a position it 85
would never assume when in use. By this
simple means no danger exists of the oar-lock
being displaced whenin use, whileat thesame
time easily and readily adapted to be folded
down when not in use. Thus a very simple, go.
cheap, and convenient device is produced
which possesses all the advantages of the or-
dinary swivel oar-lock, while at the same
time being readily and quickly foldable down
out of the way when not in use. -

Having fully deseribed my invention, what
I claim to be new and novel, and desire to ob-
tain by Letters Patent, 18— |

1. In a folding oar-lock, a supporting-base
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so vide that no displacement of the block 15and | having a hollow upwardly-projecting central 100
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portion with a transverse opening through its
top and one side, a block projecting through
sald transverse opening and having lateral
studs engaging the interior of said central
projecting portion and affording partial sup-
port to said bloek, a pivotal pin passing
throughsaid studs and said block and secured
by its endsin said projecting portion, and an
oar-lock pivotally secured in said block, sub-
stantially as set forth. .

2. In a folding oar-lock, a base-frame hav-

Ing a transverse central cavity, a block piv-

otally disposed in said base and adapted to
project through said eavity; an oar-lock piv-
oted in said block through said cavity, and a

~movable button disposed to lock said block

713,551

| in its upward position, substantially as and

for the purpose set forth.
5. In a folding oar-lock, a supporting-base

having a transverse central eavity, a block

pivotally disposed in said base and adapted
to project through said cavity, an oar-lock
having a pivot projecting through said bloek,
and an elongated button rigidly secured to
sald pivot and adapted to lock said oar-lock
In operative position.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

| JOHON M. BIRTELS.

Witnesses: . -
E. M. STANTON,
H. K. STANTON.
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