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To all whom it maly conceri:

Be it known that I, JAMES SWIHART, a citl-
zen of the United States, residingin New Leb-
anon, in the county of Montgomery and State
of Ohio, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Mail-Bag-Delivering Devices;
and I do hereby declare the following to be &
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same.

Theinvention relates to a mail-bag-deliver-
ing device, or more particularly to a mail-re-
ceiving device,to be permanently located near
the side of a railway-track, in combination
with an interdependent device to be attached
to a railway mail-car.

The invention has for ifs object the pro-
vision of a mail-bag-delivering device where-
by mail-bags may be delivered from a mov-
ing train to a stationary receptacle located
near the side of the railway-track and by
which the transaction may be accomplished
with certainty and precision and with a mini-
mum of time and labor devoted thereto.

Another object is to provide a mail-bag-de-

livering device which will be simple in char-

acter, compact in form, positive in action,
easily operated and maintained, and capable
of a wide scope of usefulness and efficiency.

Another objeet is to provide a mail-bag-de-
livering device which will be automaticin its
action and in which means are provided
whereby the mail-bag after being delivered
from the train will be safely and securely
housed and protected from the weather and
from depredations; and still another objectls
the provision of a new article of manufacture
in a mail-bag-delivering device which can be
manufactured and sold at a comparatively
low price.

Other objects and advantages of my inven-
tion will appear from the following specifica-
tion and from the drawings forming a parb
thereot. |

By means of my improvements the move-
ments and operations of the different parts of
the invention are easily, automatically, and
quickly controlled, and the operator is ena-

| tainty and precision and to time such move-

ments with exactness without any supervision
other than that required to place the mail-bag
in position.

The invention consists in a mail-bag-deliv-

ering device embodying certain new and

novel features and details of construction and
relative disposition of the several parts, as
hereinafter particularly set forth, illustrated
in the drawings,and incorporatedinthe claims
terminating this specification.

In detail the invention relates to a mail-

bag-delivering device substantially as shown
in the acecompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 shows a side elevation of my in-
vention in connection with a eross-section of
a railway mail-car. Fig. 2 shows a rear ele-
vation of my invention. Fig. 3 shows a top
plan of the same.

Similar letters and ficures of reference de-
note and refer to like parts throughout the
several views.

The letter A designates a cross-section of
a portion of a mail-car in order to show the
attachment and therelative location of my in-
vention therewith. _

B represents a railway-rail, and C repre-
sents the track-ties.

1 designates a swinging arm which Is
adapted to extend out from the side of the
door of the mail-car, where it is pivotally se-
cured by the hangers 2 and 2'. Secured to
the outer end of the arm 1 is a metal sup-
porting table or plate 6, preferably of circu-
lar form, and loosely pivoted to the said plate
6 and arm 1 by means of a pivot-bolt 7 is the
mail-bag-supporting finger 8, said finger be-
ing pivoted some distance from its inner end
9, which lies flat upon the supporting-table

' and serves to retain the parts in perfect

alinement. The outer end of the supporting-
finger is bent or curved downward, as at 10,
to facilitate the insertion of the ring 11 of a
mail-bag. A spring-plate 12 is secured at
one end 13 to the upper face of the support-
ing-finger 8 and has its forward portion ta-
pering upward, as shown, and then bent
downward at 14, so as to form a shoulder,
which rests upon the supporting-finger near
end. The extreme end of said
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spring-plate 12 is bent upward and out- | stationary part of the invention at the side of

ward, as at 15, in a direction opposite to that
of the end 10 of the finger 8, so that these
two parts form a flaring mouth for the ready
and easy insertion of the ring 11 of the mail-
bag. 1 have provided a tension-screw 186,
which is tapped through the plate 12 and
finger 8, as shown, to regulate the pressure
of said parts with reference to each other.
A more detail description of the mail-bag
holder is fully set forth and shown in a pat-
ent secured by me, dated October 4, 1898,
No. 611,801, entitled ‘“‘Mail-bag holders,”
sald parts being not only adapted for use in
connection with the invention shown in said

patent, but is especially adapted for use in

connection with my present invention. Piv-
otally mounted by the pivot 20 to the plate 6
18 an arm 21, hinged at 22 and supplied with
a handle or grip 23. The arm 21 is adapted
to slide in and out in a slot in the plate 24
and to be locked in its extended position, as
shown, by the lug 25. When the arm 21 is
drawn into the car by the handle 23, the hinge

22 will allow the handle 23 to hang down at

right angles to its former position. By the
above it is apparent that the mail-bag holder
can-be extended at right angles from the car,
as.shown, or turned at right angles to said
position in order to enfer the door of the car
or-lie parallel with the side of the car.

30 represents a box-like receptacle at the
side of the railway-track B, preferably se-
cured to extending ties C, said box being
provided with a door 31, said box being open
at the top and provided with outwardly-
flaring sides 32 and 33, forming a mouth.
The top edges of said flaring sides 32 and 33
are ol a height sufficient to allow the lower
end of a mail-bag H to clear them when the
mail-bag H is suspended from the finger 8,
as shown. Extending upward from the rear
of the box 30 is the support 34, which is an
integral part of the box 30, the upper end be-
ing of a height slightly below the finger 8 of
the holding device. Secured to the support
24, of same height and width, and extending
out on a line with the front edge of the box
50 18 a double elongated U-shaped member
59, which Iterm the ““detaching-block,” form-
ing.the concave oppositely-disposed mouths

' X and Z, of a horizontal width substantially

60

that of the thickness of the box 30 and of a
vertical length substantially the same as the
length of the support 34.

In operation the various parts are con-
structed and arranged substantially asshown.
The clerk in the mail-car prepares the mail-
bag designed to be delivered to a certain sta-
tion, where one of the stationary parts of my
invention is located, securing the ring 11 of
the mail-bag H on the finger 10, as shown.
The handle 23 is then lifted up and pushed
outward until the lug 25 engages the plate 20,
as shown, when the mail-bag will be in a po-

:

many advantages. ~

the track the mail-bag will enter one of the
mouths Z or X, depending on the direction
in which the car is moving, which will with-
draw the mail-bag from the holder and it will

drop down into the box 30. The person au-

thorized to have charge of the mail-bag may
unlock the door 31 and remove the mail-bag
from the box. It is apparent that in which-
ever direction the car may be moving the op-
eration will be the same.

My invention is perfectly adapted to accom-
plish the results and objects for which it is
intended, and it is evident that changes in
and modifications of the construction herein
shown and desceribed may be made and that
analogous parts may be used to acecomplish
the same results without departing from the
spirit of my invention or sacrificing any of its

I wish it understood that I do not dedicate
any part of my invention to the public and
that 1 desire adequate and just protection for
every feature of the invention herein shown
and described that is new and useful and
which involves invention. |

Having now fully shown and described my
invention and the best mode for its construe-
tion and use to me known at this time, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

[ Patent of the United States, is—

1. In amail-bag-delivering device, the com-
bination with a mail-car, of an arm pivoted
to the side and adapted toswing out from the
car, sald arm carrying a mail-bag-holding de-
vice adapted to be swung out from or swung
to the mail-car by an arm 21 and a handle 23
and adapted to be secured in an extended po-
sition by the lug 25 formed on the under side
of the arm 21, of the plate 24 for guiding the
arm 21 and for engaging the lug 25, of the
box 30 provided with a door 31 in its rear

wall and with flaring sides 32 and 33, of the

support 34 extending up from the rearof said
box 50 carrying the double-U-shaped mem-
ber 35, of the member 34 extending up from
the top of the box 30, to which it is secured,
all substantially as shown and described and
for the purposes set forth.

2. In combination with a mail-car and a °

mail-bag-suspending device extending there-
from, of areceiving device located at the side
of the rallway-track, consisting of a receiv-
ing-box 30 provided with an upward-flaring

| mouth, a support 34 extending up from the

rear of the receptacle, a door 31 located in
the rear of the receptacle, an elongated dou-
ble-U-shaped detaching-block secured to the
support 54 and adapted to engaging a mail-
bag suspended from a moving train and guide
it into the receptacle 30, all substantially as
shown and described and for the purposes set
forth. |
3. The combination of an inclosed flaring
open-top receptacle secured at the side of a

sition for delivery. 'The mail-car passingthe | railway, an integral support rising from the
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rear thereof, a double-U-shaped detaching-| In testimony whereof I affix my signature
block 35 provided with oppositely-disposed | in the presence of twosubsecribing witnesses.
mouths X and Z secured to said support, ris- - .

ing to the top thereof and resting on the top JAMES SWIHART.

s of said receptacle, and a door opening into Witnesses:
sald receptacle, all substantially as shown R. W. RANDLE,
and described and for the purposes set forth. R. L. RANDLE.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

