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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HERMAN J. BRETZEL, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Mil-
waukee, county of Milwaukee, and State of
Wisconsin, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Currying Devices, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
currying devices. |

been used consisting of a plate provided with
a handle and a series of ribs or flanges hav-
ing teeth for combing the hair of the animal.

I have discovered that the hair of ordinary

domestic animals—such as horses, cows,
&c.—possesses sufficient resiliency so that
iIf bent from its normal position and released
positively it will react with sufficient force
to throw out the dirt, dandruff, and loose
hair, and I have therefore devised means
for engaging and lifting the hair, doublingit
backwardly, and quickly releasing the same

with the freest possible provision for the dis-
charge of the loose hair, the object of my in-.

vention being to not only provide means for
more quickly cleaning the animal, but also
to provide a currying device which will be

less irritating to the skin than those hereto- |

fore employed.

In the following description reference is
hadtotheaccompanying drawings,in which—

Figure 1 is a top view of my invention.
Fig. 2 is a sectional view drawn on line X X
of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is an end view of the han-
dle and standard connected therewith, and
Fig. 4 is a detail side view of one of the zig-
zag currying-bars. | | -

Like parts are identi

il

ed by the same refer-

ence characters throughout the several views.

My device is formed with a handle 1, stand-
ards 2, and a series of bars 3, 4, 5,6, 7, and
3, extending substantially at right angles to

that of the handle and with all the bars 3 to |
8, inclusive, substantially in the same plane, |
The standards and bars

are preferably formed integrally of a single
pilece of wire, the ends 9 of which are inserted
in suitable sockets in the handle 1 and bent
downwardly to form the standards 2, the wire
being looped or doubled upon itself to form
the bars 3 to 8, incelusive, as best shown in
Fig. 1. 'Thesocketsin the handle, formed to

1F

| bends.

recelve the ends 9 of the wire, are substan-
tially of the same dimensions as that of the
wireitself,andscrews 10 are inserted,as shown
in Kig. 2, whereby the ends 9 of the wire are
rigidly secured in the sockets, threads of the
screw engaging the wire and in the material
of the handle, which is preferably of wood.
The bars 3 to §, inclusive, are comparatively

( small in eross-section, being merely of suffi-
Heretofore currying-combshavecommonly |

cient size to afford the required strength, so
that they will not be readily bent out of shape
in use and the material sufficiently yielding
in character, so that the device will'conform
somewhat to the surface which is being cur-
ried. . |

It will be observed that the bars 5 and 6
form a central loop extending transversely
underneath the central portion of the handle,
these bars being connected with the side bars
3-and 8 by large loops on the opposite side of

‘the handle from that having the connection

between the bars 5§ and 6. The bars 3 and 8
are in turn looped to form the handle-con-
necting bars 4 and 7, these last-mentioned
loops being on the same side of the handle as

the loop connection between the bars 5 and 6.

A comb formed in this manner is extremely
yielding in character, all the bars being wholly
unsupported except by the resilience of the
material of which they are composed, and the
comb will, therefore, readily conform to the
surface over which it is passed. Some of the
bars are preferably provided with zigzag
bends a and b, these bends extending angu-
larly above and below the plane in which the
bars are located. If desired, all the bars may
be provided with these bends; but I do not
wish to be understood as limiting the scope
of my invention to the provision of any such
Neither do I limit the scope of my
invention to the use of bars of any particular
form or shape, although the construction

shown and described is preferred.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— |

1. In a device of the deseribed class, the
combination with asunitablehandle; of a piece

of wire having its ends connected with the

handle and formed into a series of loops ex-
tendingatrightangles thereto, but offset from

| the handle, the wire forming some of said
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loops being bent in zigzag form at an angle
to the plane of the loops and forming teeth,
the outer ends of all of the loops being un-
supported and disconnected, except by the
continuous wire which forms the loops.

2. In a deviece of the class described, the
combination with a suitable handle; of a sin-
gle piece of wire having its ends connected
with the handle and bent into loops to form
the series of parallel bars 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8,
offset from the handle and unsupported ex-
cept by the resilience of the wire itgelf, the
bars 5 and 6 being arranged to extend trans-
versely underneath the central portion of the
handle, and some of the bars being bent into
zigzag form at right angles to the plane of the
loops and constituting teeth.,

713,281

3. In a device of the described ciass, the
combination withasuitable handle; of a piece
of wire looped to form a series of connected
bars in substantially a single plane, with the
ends of said bars offset to form standards,
and inserted in suitable sockets in the han-
dle; and screws inserted in the ends of the
handle, adjacent to the ends of saild wire,
with the threads of the screws engaging the
wire and in the material of the handle.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

ITERMAN J. BRETZEL.

Witnesses:
LEVERETT C. WHEELER,
JAS. B. KERWIN.
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