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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRED QUARMBY, a sub-
ject of the King of Great Britain, and a resi-
dent of 32 Low street, ILeighley, in the county
of York, England, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Eyelets, of which the
following deseription, together with the sheet
of drawings illustrative thereof, is a specifi-
cation. - |

This invention relates to eyelets in connec-
tion with whieh flat laces are to be used for

the many and varied purposes for which such
lacesareemployed, asis well known, but more.

especially for the securing of boots or shoeson
the feet of the wearer. " -

Eyelets for flatlaces as heretofore most com-
monly formed have either given such laces a

twist or bend out of their flat condition or
have allowed same to be twisted on or before
thus passing through them, which is to the

 detriment of such laces, as well as rendering
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them unsightly whenin ase. Toobviate this
and produce an eyelet that shall not only al-
low the lace passing through it to maintain
its flat condition, but that shall prevent 16
from twisting or assuming any undesirabie
form orshape when being thus passed through
said eyelet, as well as afford ample space for
the passage therethrough of the thickened or
tab end of such lace, is the object of my pres-
ent invention.

Intheaccompanying sheetof drawings,k'ig-
ure 1 is a perspective view of an eyelet formed
in accordance with my invention, with a flat
lace shown as passing through it. Fig.21sa

similar view to Fig.1,but shows the lace sepa- |

rated from the eyelet. Fig. 3 is a view, en-
larged scale, of an eyelet as when looking
through same. Tig. 4 is a perspective view

of an eyelet having an additional part upon.

it, as hereinafter described.. Fig. 5isa front
view of a boot, illustrating the application of
my improved eyelet.

To attain the object of my invention, I form
the eyelet a of an elongated shape, SO that the
lace b may passover the flattened sidecthere-
of when it is extending from one eyelet to an-
other, and to enable the thickened or tab end
d of said lace to be inserted or passed through

‘co same I form one side of the eyelet with a

raised portion to provide an enlarged opening

from the opposite side to

N f about midway the length of the eyelet to ac-

commodate said tab end d,while the portions
g g each side of the raised portion are left flat

“and so close to the other side ¢ as only to al-

low sufficient space between them for the lace
b to pass in its flat state or condition through

such space, the parts g g answering as guides
for it to prevent it from twisting, providing

for any cause it had a tendency so to do dur-
ing the process of lacing. Inother words,the
central portion of the éyelet is wide enough
to permit the passage of the tab end, while

the end portions are contracted to prevent the

lace fromtwisting therein. If the eyelet were
aniform in width, it would necessarily have
to be wide enough to permit the tab end d to
pass, and such a width at the ends of the eye-
let would permit the edges of the lace to turn

over or twist.

As will be understood, eyelets formed and
constructed as above described and in accord-

‘auce with my invention may be used for many

and varied purposes for which such devieces
arerequired and when flatlacesare employed;
but as their use in connection with boots and
shoes will be most often displayed tc the pub-
lic I have only illustrated their use in con-
nection with such an article of wear, as shown
by Fig. 5,and when these eyeletsareemployed
in this connection I preferably have a hook
part i upon those two of them & & where the
ends of the lace are likely to fall, in order
that I may bring such loose ends over and se-
cure them upon such hooks i to keep them In
their flat or straight condition and not cause
them to twist or curl, as is the case when they
are tied or knotted together.

Having now particularly deseribed and as-

certained the nature and object of my inven-

tion and the manner in which it may be car-
ried into effect, what I claim 18—

1. Anelongatedeyelet having substantially
straight and parallel sides, one side having
its ecentral portion raised or projecting away

for the passage of the tab end of a'lace, the
end portionsof the eyelet being contracted to
closely receive the edges of the lace.

2. An elongated eyelet wider at its center
than at its ends to provide an opening for the
| passage of the tab end of a lace, the end por-

Go.

70

75

30

Go

provide an opening

100




> 713,149

tions of the eyelet being contracted to closely | central raised portion having an integral 1o

receive the edges of the lace. | hook projecting therefrom.
3. Anclongated eyelet having substantially In testimony whereof I have affixed my S1Q-

straight and parallel sides, one side having | nature in presence of two witnesses.

5 1ts central portion raised or projecting away | 1 N
from the opposite side to provide an o%eni11g FRED QUARMBY.
for the passage of the tab end of a lace, the Witnesses: |
end portions of the eyelet being contracted to SAMUEL HEY,

closely receive the edges of the lace, the said PICKLES BAILEY.
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