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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLiaM H. THOMAS,
~a citizen of the Umted States, and a lesuflent
of Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga, in
5 the State of New York, have invented new
and useful Improvementsin Folding Chairs,
ol which the following, taken in connection
with the aceompanying drawings, is a full,
clear, and exact description.
10 Thisinvention relates to the class of folding
chairs in which the front legs are pivoted to
the rear legs beneath the seat which is piv-
-oted to fold with the legs; and the invention
consists chiefly in improived means for coup-

15 ling the seat-franie to the frontlegs and guid-

ing said members in their movements to and
from & folded condition and which improve-

ment is simple and inexpensive in construc-

tion and allows the chair to be folded in a

‘20 neat, perfect, and most compact manner and

- also affords a strong and safe support for the
seat when the chair is in its unfolded condi-
tion, ashereinafter more fully described, and
set forth in the claim.

25 In the annexed drawings, Figure 1isa pla,n

- view of my improved folding chair in its un-
folded condition. Figs. 2 and 3 are vertical
transverse sections on line X X in Fig. 1 and

showing the chair in its unfolded and folded

3o conditions, respectively. FKig. 4-18 an en-
larged vertical transverse section on line Y
Y in Fig. 1, and Figs. 5and 6show additional

- features of my invention.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-

35 sponding parts.
- aarepresent therearlegs, whmh are formed
with upward extensions ¢’ ¢, constituting the
side rails of the back of the cha,u' -

b b denote the front legs, which are pi Voted

40 to the rear legs at points some distance be-
neath the seab To the upper ends of the
front legs is firmly fastened a transverse bar
C, whlch ties sald portlons of the front legs
together.

45 d represents the seat-frame, which is piv-
oted to the rear legs, as indicated at ¢, and
rides on the tie-ba,r ¢. This seat-frame is

formed with a central opening f, through the |

—

| center of which extends longitudinally a rod

g, disposed at right angles to the tie-barc and 5o
firmly secured to the seat-frame. The seat-
frame is connected to the said tie- bar by
means of a suitable coupling, which compels
the front legs to fold synchronously with the
seat-frame. 1 preferably form said coupling 55
of a staple A, secured to the tie-bar ¢ and
loosely embracing the rod g, so as to enable
the staple to slide on said rod lengthwise
thereof without losing its hold thereon. To
the tie-bar are r1ﬂ*1dly attached stops or lugs 6o

2, which projeect u pward and engage the front

edﬂ‘e of the openm 1, adjacent to the side
edfres of said opening when the chair is un-
folded and in position for use. Said engage-
ment of the lugs with the seat-frame serves 65
to limit the forward movement of the legs
a and retain the said tie-bar in parallehsm

with the pivots of the legs and alsoretain legs

in proper position for supportmg the front
portion of the seat-frame. In case either of 7o
the lugs should be accidentally broken the
staple h will engage the seat-frame and serve
the function of the broken lug. |
~When it is desired to promde the described

Ifoldinn' chair with arms { [, as represented in %5

IFigs. 5 and 6 of the dPanI]U'S, 1 pivot szud
arms to the outer sides of the back rails ¢’ a’
and support the front ends of the arms upon
struts n, pivoted at their upper ends to said

arms and at their lower ends to the sides of 8o

‘the seat-frame separate from the aforesaid

tie-bar. Said struts are curved laterally in-
termediate their ends, as shown at ' g to lie
astride the fronts of the back rails ¢’ @' and |
allow the arms to fold compactly onto the 8s

outer sides of the back rails o' a’, while the

seat-frame d is folded closely onto the inner

sides of saild back-rails, as shown in Fig. 6 of .
the drawings. | -
What I clalm 1s—

" In afoldingchair, the combination with the
seat-frame formed with acentral opening, the
rear legs pivoted to the rear portion of the
seat-frame, the front legs pivoted to the rear

go

legs, and a transverse tie-bar attached to the 953

tops of the front legs and extending under
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the seat-frame, of a rod disposed longitudi- | of said opening and maintaining the tie-bar
nally within the opening in the seat-frame | in parallelism with the pivots of the legs as
and fastened to said frame, a staple attached | set forth.

to the aforesaid tie-bar and hanging said bar WILLIAM H. THOMAS. [L.S8.]
5 on the aforesaid rod, and stops projecting | Witnesses: | >
from the tie-bar and engaging the front edge J. J. LAASS, g

of the seat-opening adjacent to the side edges | A. P. HARRIGAN.
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