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To wll whom it ma 1/ COMCETTL:

Be it known that I, CHARLES E. DEVINE, a
citizen of the United. States, residing at To-
ledo, county of Lucas, and State.of Ohio, have
invented a certain new and useful Improve-
ment 1n Corset-Clasps, of whlch the follow-
1ng 18 a specification,

My invention relates to a new and useful
improvement in corset-clasps, and has for its
object to provide & corset-clasp by which the
corset can be fastened by bringing the two
parts together at right angles to the body.

With this end in view this invention con-
sists in the details of construction and com-
bination of elements hereinatter set forth and
then specifically designated by the claims.

Inorderthat thoseskilled in the art to which
this invention appertains may understand
how to make and use the same, the construc-
tion and operation will now be deseribed 1n
detail, referring to the accompanying draw-
1ngs, fmmmﬂ' a part of this Sp@OIﬁGELthI] in
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Figure 1 is a front elevation of a pormon of
the two front steels of a corset with my im-
proved clasp applied thereto; Fig. 2, an ele-
vation of the spring-eye by 1L&elf Fib. 3, an
elevation of a modified form of the Spring-
eye made of sheet metal.

In corset-clasps as now used it is necessary
in fastening or unfastening the corset to press

the front steels together at least a quarter of

an inch farther than they will be held nor-

mally, for in clasps now in use the eye is

formed with a buttonhole-slot and the corset
hag to be squeezed together until the knob
will pass thmu'D*h the large portion of the
buttonhole-slot a,nd then a ret,rowrade move-
ment or loosening of the corset occurs while
the shank of the knob is traveling backward
in the narrow part of the buttonhole-slot. In
my invention the corset 1s clasped by a direct
movement at right angles to the body by

pressing the knob into the spring-eye, and

therefore the corset can be clasped as tightly
as desired, as there is no retrograde move-
ment whatsoever, and as the corset is clasped
by a movement at right angles to the body
instead of parallel with it the eye is not apt
to become accidentally unclasped in use.

In the drawings, A and B represent the two
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(No mnd*el,)

front steels of the corset. To the steel B are

secured the spring-eyes C, and to the steel A

are secured the knobs D. These spring-eyes
are formed with a spring-tongue H, extend-

ing into the eye, and while these eyes may

be made of sheet metal, as shown 1n Kig.

3, I prefer to construct the same of wire, as

shown in Kigs.1and-2,as [ consider the wire
would be much cheaper, and on account of
the rotundity of the wire it is much easier to
force the knob into the spring-eye. The eye
1s formed of one piece of wire bent at one end
to form the eyelet I, then passes outward in
a straight line beyond the steel BB, as repre-
sented at C’, then is bent around to form the
loop G; then backward upon itself to a point
Oppo'site the eyelet I, forming the straight
portion C? parallel with C'. Then it is bent
toward the eyelet, so as to form the loop F’,

and then the otherend is bentsoasto extend

in between the two parallel wires C’ and C3,

and thus forms the spring-tongue L. 'The
spring -eyelet is secured to the steel B by
means of rivets I, which are passed through

the eyelet F and ‘also through the loop [" |

thus holding the eye C Seeurely to the steel.

When it is desired to clasp the corset, the
knobs D are forced in between the wire C’
and the spring-tongue K, the spring-tongue K
giving to allow the head of the knob D to pass
and then springing back to its normal posi-
tion upon the shank, thus holding the corset

clasped -unless a reverse movement is made,

and the corset can only be unclasped by mov-
ing the eye C away from the steel E, or vice
versa. |

- By reason of the corset being held clasped
by the spring-tongae E these sprlnﬂ-tonﬂ'ues
will give with the movements of the body, par-
ticularly when a very stout person is bending
over, and they will prevent the steels from
breaking to a great degree.

Of course I donot wish to be limited to the
exactconstruetion hereshown, asslight modi-
fications could be made without departing
from the spirit of my invention.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,

what I claim as new and useful is—

1. In a corset-clasp, two corset-steels, a se-
ries of knobs secured to one of the steels, a

| seriesof spring-eyessecured tothe other steel,
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said spring-eyes consisting of a wire fastened
at one end to the corset-steel and extending
outward to form a loop, then back over the
corset-steel, and then the free end of the wire
turning and passing into the loop, this free
end fonmnﬂ‘ a spring-tongue between which
and one sule of the loop the knob upon the
opposite corset-steel is adapted to be held.

2. An eye for corset-clasps, consisting of -

one piece of wire bent at one end to form an
eyelet, and then extending outward in a
straight line, then bentar ound to form a loop,
and lhen backward Inastraightline to a point
opposite the eyelet to form a second loop, then
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outward again and terminating inside of the
loop to form a spring-tongue, and rivets pass-
ing through the eyelet and the second loop
Opposwe the eyelet, and also through one of
the front steels of the corset, as and for the
purpose specified.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto af-
fixed my signature in the presence of two sub-
seribing xvltnesses

CHARLES E. DEVINE

Witnesses:
. W. Scorr,
DECLAN ALLEN.
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