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- To all whom it may CONCErN:

- My invention relates to certain 1mp1 ove-
“ments inabdominal corsets, having forits ob-
. jeet the provision of a devwe of sm]ple andin-
expensive construction which shall be easily

' '1_5

Be it known that I, CHARLES M. I)URK a
citizen of the United States, residing in Phll&
delphia, Pen nsylvania, have 1nvented certain

Improvementsin Abdominal Corsets,of whleh |

the following is a specification.

adjusted to various forms of thehuman figure,
salid construction bemcr of such a nature that
the devwe will be eomfortable to the wearel
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ing drawmgs in whlch----
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of my invention.
In the above drawmﬂ*s, A is a U- shaped-
flat metal, preferably made heavy |
-ably provided with a continnous sheet a' of
covering material between its SldeS, and 1n
use this portion of the corset is adapted to
fit over the sacral projection of the wearer.
The curved sacro-iliac pieces B pass upwardly
and over the hips, their ends extending to-
‘ward the lower portion of the abdomen of the
wearer and being latched together as shown.
These pieces B are of springy or resilient ma-

of myinvention.

Flﬂ*me 1 is a perspective view of my im-.
-proved abdominal corset.
perspective view showing in detall the pre--

ferred eonstmctmn of the cateh or fa,stenlnfr
used with my invention.

of fastening device used w1th my invention.

Figs. 4 and Bare front and side views, respec-
twely, of a modified form ¢of connection be-
‘tween the sacral and the sacro-iliac pieces of.
my device; and Figs. 6 and 7 are front and
plan views, r%pectwelv of another modified |

form of conneetmg dmlee for the members

piece of

enough to be substantmlly non-remhent and
while I prefer to have this piece of the shape“
shown it will be understood that it may be
altered without de_partmﬂ' from the prineiple-
Inview of the funection and
part of the body enﬂawed by the part A, as
herein set forth, I Qhﬂll hereinafter mfer to.

itasthe ““sacr al” piece.
- plece are pivoted two curved sections B, re-
ferred to hereinafter as “&,acroqhae” pleces .
These are made of spring mater ial, prefembly“

 steel, and are held to the sacral piece by piv-

50

ots @, which allow them motion to a limited
‘These .
pieces B are bent overand down, the e&treme |
portion b of the free end of each bemﬂ' turned’

degree relatively to the said piece.

at an angle of between mnety and one hun- 1 sacr a.l plece A teud to come togebher, with

Fig. 2isa detached "

Fig. 3 1s a fmnt:_
‘elevation, partly in section, of a second form
'matenal over the said pieces.

To the ends of this

and lying in the same plaue as the said ends.
They are provided with a fastening device,
preferably of the form shown in Flg 2, con-
sisting of an L-shaped piece &', fixed to the
0ubs1de face of one of the ends b in a plane
at right angles thereto and having a notch 52,

serving wheén in enﬂa*Tement to mamtmn the

- _descendmﬂ' front sections of the sacro-iliac
| pieces rigidly at a fixed angle to the substan-
-y tially horizontal pieces b. |

The abtwe end I attalu as helemaftel Set |
forth, reference being had to the accom pa,ny-'

The above-deseribed fr amework eonswtmﬂ"

of the character of my invention.
‘The front or descending portions of the
sacro-iliac pieces are provided with pieces of

jfa,brw C, extending toward each other, these

being p].eferably &ttdehed to the coveung

edges of the pieces or flaps C are provided in

'the present instance with eyelets ¢, and laces
¢ may be emnloyed to draw the two pleces

toward each other. =
I preferably insert 5111)313&11131&115? vertlcal

pleces of stiffening material, such as steel or .
| whalebone, in the fabrle in the ﬂosmon mdl-' |
cated at ¢* Fig. 1.

‘The sa,c,r-a,l por Ll'on A of the fla,me 18 prefe1—

terial and are given a set during their proe-

ess of manufaetme so that thelr ends nor-
‘mally meet one another.
the apparatusisfitted on the human bodyand

When, therefore,

the side pieces B are bent so as to keep the
positions shown in Fig. 1, the horizontal front

‘edges b and the back portmn formed by the

PatenT OFFICE.

"_dled a,nd elcrht,y" aemeeq to the main portion

55

_'formed by its overhanging end placad toward
the other end of the other piece . This sec-
ond end is provided with an elongated slot °
for the reception of the piece b’ the whole

6o

h.,Of the sacral piece A and the curved saero-
iliac pieces B, is covered with fabrie, rubber,
or any matenal commonly used for dewees
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the result that the device tends to support or | .adj’ ustable to almost any fofm of the human

hold up the pendulous portion of the abdo-
men. Thelaces ¢’ are now placed in the eve-

lets ¢ in the customary manner, and the flaps

C, attached to the descending portions of the

sacro-liac pieces B, are drawn together to

the desired extent, these still further push-
ing up and supporting the abdomen.
The peculiar econstruction of the lateh or
fastening for the ends of these pieces B will
now be understood, for the above-noted draw-
ing together of said pieces causes the over-
hanging portion of the pieces &', which has

- been inserted in the slot b%, to project over

I5

~ ptece, thus e
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the solid portion of the end b of the other
tectually preventing the latch
from ecoming undone. |

It will be noted that by providing a latch
of the construction shown the ends of the
sacro-1liac pieces B are always maintained
rigidly in the same line, and consequently
thedescendingor front portions of said pieces
are also held at a practically fixed angle to
the horizontal sections b and to one another.

When, therefore, the flaps C are laced to-

gether, the abdomen of the wearer is sup-
ported without materially moving these side
pieces B toward each other and without caus-
ing their upper portions to cut into the body
of the wearer where they cross over the hips,
they being held stiff and unyielding by the

~horizontal sections or pubie pieces b.
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Itis of course to be understood that devices"

other than that shown may be employed for
the purpose of maintaining the said front por-

tions of the sacro-iliac piecesat a fixed angle

to the horizontal or pubic pieces b, since, if
desired, a construction similar to that shown
In Fig. 3 may be advantageously used. This
consists of a eylindrical piece b?, having one
end flattened and bent at an angle so as to
join with the end of one of the sacro-iliac
pieces, to which it is held by any suitable
means, such as rivets. A tubular piece 0% is
similarly attached to the second sacro-iliac
piece, and it is designed to receive the plece
b®, as shown, the latter sliding within it as the
flaps Care drawn together,while always main-
taining the pieces to which they are fixed at
a constant angle,

It will be seen that by providing the U-
shaped piece A for-the pivotal attachment of
the side members B, I have a piece of con-
stant shapefitted to the sacrum of the wearer,
while the said side members are free to move
loosely to some extent on the pivots ¢ 1o ac-
commodate themselves to the changes of fig-
ure of the wearer and are, moreover, readily

figure.

Should it be -deéired to still further stiffen

the sacro-iliac pieces against moving toward

each other, the ends a® of the sacral pieces
may be beunt at a right angle, as shown in

6o

Figs. 6 and 7, and the pieces B made to rest 65

agalnst this turned-up part. This latter is
preferably on a level, so that should it be
wished to allow free pivotal movement of

thesepieces Batany time they may beslightly

sprungout and allowed to rest upon the bev-
eled end portion a?, the bevel preventing too
free motion. |
1T'he ends of the sacral piece A may be slot-
ted, as shown at o the pivots o being free to
move therein. Such construction allows of
rigid adjustment of the sacro-iliac pieces in
the two positions shown in Figs. 4 and 5.
From the construction shown in Figs. 1 and
2 1t 18 evident that the apparatus in its sim-
plest form may be made with sacro-iliac pieces
held in front in rigid relation to each other
with their other ends free or with said ends
hinged or rigidly connected together in the
back. Ontheotherhand, the preferableform

of the device would be provided with the U-

shaped sacral piece A adjustably or non-ad-
justably pivoted to the sacro-iliac pieces.

I elaim as my invention—

1. The combination of a U-shaped back
piece of relatively rigid material, curved side
pleces pivoted to the said U-shaped piece,
means tor directly connecting together the

free ends of the side pieces, and a piece of

material above and independent of the said
connecting ends extending from the front de-
scending portions of each of the said side
pleces, with means for connecting said pieces
of material to each other, substantially as de-

scribed.

2. I'ne combination of a U-shaped piece of
relatively rigid material, curved side pleces
pivoted to the ends of said U-shaped piece,
means for connecting the free ends of the side
pieces, flaps of fabric attached to the descend-
ing front portions of the said side pieces, with
means- for fastening together the adjacent
edges of said pieces of fabric, substantially
as described. |

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to tais specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

CHARLES M. BURK.

"Witnesses:
WILLIAM E. BRADLEY,
Jos. H. KLEIN.
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