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To all whom 1t may COnCerm: |
Be it known that I, CHARLES W. W AGNER,

a citizen of the United States, residing at

Washington, in the Distriet of Columbia,

have invented certain mnew and useful Im-

provements in Game Apparatus, of which
the following is a specification.
My invention has relation to game appara-

tus adapted for the playing of various kinds

of games, and particularly that class of
ogames wherein a ball or marble is caused by

oravity or momeantum imparted thereto by a

blow to roll over a surface provided with dif-
ferently-numbered pockets or apertures into

which the ball or marble is adapted to be re- |

ceived, a series of pins beingarranged upon
the said surface, so as to deflect the course
of the rolling object—as, for instance, baga-

The object of my invention is to provide a
came apparatus of the character described
wherein the ball or marble is caused to travel
down a guideway arranged in a vertical or
substantially vertical plane, whereby the said
ball or marble will have such momentum im-
parted thereto as will cause it to travel over
the face of the game-board and be received
into the pockets or apertures therein.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a game apparatus wherein the game-
board is removably seated in the main por-
tion or body of the apparatus and adapted
for ready removal therefrom whereby to en-
able different characters of game-boards to
be used, my said apparatus also comprising
a hinged top or cover whieh is provided with
an inelined guideway, down which the ball or
marble rolls before being received upon the
face of the game-board. '

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a game apparatus which is of extremely
simple and inexpensive construction and with

the above objects in view.
The invention consists in the novel con-

struetion, arrangement, and combination of

parts, as hereinafter fully described, illus-

trated in the drawings, and pointed-out in.

the appended claims. - |
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of

my improved game apparatus, the cover be-

Fig. 2 is a front

ing in its raised position.
Fig.

elevation of the parts asseen in Fig. 1.
3 is a sectional view taken through the

clined guideway and the body of the device | each arm being
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and g:—ime—board carried by the latter. Iig.

4 is a detail perspective view of the remov- -

able piece 10, adapted to form a continnation
of the inclined guideway or chute. |

In carrying out my invention I provide a
‘main or body portion 1 somewhat in the shape
of a hollow box and the shape of which may
be varied, though I preferably make it of a
rectangular shape, as shown. -

The bottom 2 and sides 3 of the box 1 are
extended at the front to form a projecting
portion 4, for a purpose presently apparent.
The bottom of the box 1is provided with any
suitable supporting means, such as cleats o,
upon which the game-board which is adapt-
ed to be used with my apparatus is adapted

to removably seat. - e
6 indicates a hinged section or cover, which

is hinged at 7 to the section 1 of the device,

the said cover being adapted when the de-
vice is not in use to be folded down, so as to

protect the game-board from dust, and when

so folded down the device occupies but little
space, adapting it for ready shipment, if de-
sired. - | S

The cover 6 is provided upon its under side
with a suitable guideway 9, which is prefer-
ablyinclined. This guideway is made suf
ciently large to adapt the ball or marble used
in playing the game to roll freely there-
through. The upper end of the guideway 9
communicates with the aperture 11, formed

5l
] -

in the cover,and into which aperture the ball

or marble is adapted to be placed by the per-
son playing the game.

cuideway to be guided onto the face of the
game-board carried by the section 1, 1 em-
ploy a piece 10, made hollow and of a taper-

ing shape, the larger end of which piece 10 1s
95

adapted to be inserted into the lower end of
the guideway at 12, and when so inserted the
opposite end of said piece 10 will lie in prox-
imity to the upper face of the game-board.
The piece 10 is removably held in position,
0 that it may be detached when it is desired
to let the cover down upon.the section 1.
Any suitable means may be used for holding
the cover 6 in an angular position relatively
to the body portion and preferably in a ver-
tieal or substantially vertical position, as
seen—as, for instance, arms 13, pivoted ab

in- | one end to the cover—and the opposite end of
provided with a notch or
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notehes 14, adapted to engage with a pin 15, | being adjacent to the inner hinged end of said

carried by each side 3 of the body 1 of the de-
vice. When it is desired to let the cover
down, the arms 13 are raised to disengage

the pins 15 from the notches. |
Different kinds of game-boards areadapted
to be used interchangeably with myimproved
apparatus, and while I illustrate a bagatelle-
board as being used it will be understood that
any other game-board might be substituted
therefor. The game-board 16 is rectangular
in shape to correspond with the shape of the
body 1 of the device and is adapted to be in-

serted in the body 1 between the sides there-

of and to rest upon the cleats secured to the
bottom 2, and when so placed in position the
upper face of the game-board will be flush
with the upper edges of the sides of the body
1. The bagatelle-board 16 is provided with
the usual pockets 17, apertures 18, and pins
19 and 1s also provided with the raceway or
channel 20, around which the ball or marble
travels after it has descended the ineclined
guldeway and emerged from the piece 10.
When the game-board is inserted in position,
a space 18 left between the bottom thereof
and the bottom 2 of the section 1, so that the
ball or marble dropping through the aper-
tures in the game-board may roll toward the
front of the device and be contained within

the projecting portion 4 of the section 1,

whereby said ball or marble may be abstract-
ed for further play.

In bagatelle-boards as heretofore construct-
ed the ball or marble is given momentum by
means of a cue or a spring-controlled plun-
ger, the momentum given to the ball or mar-
ble depending entirely upon the force of the
blow imparted by the said cue or plunger,
and the latter is in turn governed by the
will of the player. In my apparatus I dis-
pense with means for imparting a blow to the
ball or marble, and the momentum of the
same 1S entirely beyond the control of the

player after the said ball or marble is inserted |

within the aperture 11. Thus in my game
apparatus the element of chance enters more
largely than it does in bagatelle-boards of the
usual construction.

T'he section 1 of my device is provided upon
the under side, at the end adjacent to where
the cover is hinged thereto, with a cleat 21,
whereby when the apparatus is placed upon

~a table or other apparatus it will occupy a

55

slightly-inclined position.
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-

~ ters Patent, is—

6c

65

1. A game apparatus comprising a main or
body portion and a game-board carried there-
by, of a section hinged to the body portion
and adapted to occupy an angular position
relatively to the body portion and provided
withadiagonally-arranged guideway adapted
to conduct a ball or marble onto the said
game-board, the receiving end of the guide-

way being adjacent to the outer or free end |
~of the hinged section and the discharge end |

section, said hinged section being adapted to
be folded down and rest upon the upper edges
of the sides of the body portion and form a

complete cover therefor, and a guide-piece
detachably fitted at one end in the lower dis-
charge end of the guideway, the opposite end
of the guide-piece lying adjacent to the up-
per face of the game-board.

2. A game apparatus comprising a main or

75

body portion and a game-board removably -

carried by the said body portion, said game-
board having a raceway for a ball or marble,
of a section hinged to said body portion and
adapted to occupy an angular position rela-
tively to the body portion and provided with
a diagonally -arranged guideway, a guide-
piece detachably fitted at one end in the lower
discharge end of the guideway, the opposite
end of the guide-piece lying adjacent to the
upper face of the game-board and adapted to
conduct a ball or marble into the raceway of

' the game-board, the said hinged section being

|

adapted to be folded down and rest upon the
upper edges of the sides of the body portion
and form a complete cover for the latter.

3. A game apparatus comprising a main or
body portion, and a game-board carried there-
by and provided with a raceway for a ball or

‘marble, of a section hinged to the body por-

tion and adapted to be folded down upon the
latter and rest upon the upper edges of the
sides of the body portion and form a complete
cover for the latter, said hinged portion being
provided with a diagonally-arranged guide-
way, the receiving end of which is at the outer
or free end of the hinged section and the dis-
charge end of which lies in such position as
to conduect a ball or marble into the raceway
of the game-board and means for supporting
sald hinged section in an angular position
relatively to the body portion.

4. A game apparatus comprising a main or
body portion and a game-board carried there-
by and provided with a raceway for a ball or
marble, of a section hinged to the body por-
tion and provided with a diagonally-arranged
guideway, the receiving end of which is ad-
Jacent to the outer or free end of the hinged
section, and the discharge end being adjacent
to the inner hinged end of the said section, a
hollow piece or section detachably secured at
one end in the lower discharge end of the
guideway so as to form a continuation of the
latter and the other end of the detachable
section being adapted to conduct a ball or
marble passing therethrough into the race-
way of the game-board and means for sup-
porting the hinged section in an angular po-
sition relatively to the body portion.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES W. WAGNER.

Witnesses:
W. K. BOULTER,
J. B. ROMAN.
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