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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM J. PAYNE, a
citizen of the United States, residing in Can-
dor, in the county of Tioga and State of New
York have invented cer tain new and useful
Improvementsin Fastening Devices, of which
the following is a speciﬁeation

This invention relates to fastening devices,
and has for its object to provide a fa,stemnfr
to connector draw together and securely hold
in such position the meeting edges of shoes,
oloves, corsets, and other objects eapable of
bemcr laced together.

Another ob,]ect of the invention is to pro-
vide improved means for lacing such objects.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide improved eyes for lacing.

In earryingout myinvention I employ eyes
formed of some pliable material,which, if de-
sired, may be the same material as that of
which the lacing is made. The loops form-
ing the eyes throuﬂ'h which the lace will pass
oﬁel less resistance to the lace than do eye-
let-holes similarly situated. The bases of the
loops forming the eyes are wide, by which
Imeans when a lace is drawn throufrh loop
or eye the lace and loop or eye Wlll COone
against each other in a spiral relation, there-
by permitting an easy sliding of the lace
through the eye upon dr.mwmn' up the lace

and brlnﬂ'mﬂ' the meeting edﬂ'es toward each

other. In an ordinary orﬂ'amzatlon having
laces passing through eyelet -holes as the
edges come together the lace draws more
tightly, whereas in the present application 1t
is easier to get the sides of the object being
laced to come toward each other on account
of the minimum of friction. At the last part
of thedrawing thereislessfriction than when
the edges are farthest apart.

In the accompanying drawings, forming

part of this specification, Iigure 1 is a per- |

spective view of a form of my invention. Fig.
2 18 a modification.

My invention is shown as having sides A
A, which may be stays, and each side 18 rep-
resented as having a flexible strip B wrapped
around it in a spiral direction, forming at the

or eyes C, through which the lace D is passed
to draw the two sides together. The eye-
loops may be made of any suitable flexible

i e o il

L or textile matenftl and, if desired, may be

made of the same matema,l of Whlch the lace’
is made. A row of stitching E may pass
through the covering of the stays and hold the
eye- loops firmly in posmon If it is desired
to have two or more sets of lacing side by
side, eye-loops may be applied to pr o;]ect be-

'yond both edges of the strip or stay, and if

flexible materlal iIs employed it may be
wrapped around the stay in a spiral, as shown
in Fig. 2, making eye-loops C' C’, plojecbinﬁ'
in Opp081te dlreet:ons, the eye-IOOps being se-

~cured in their places by stitching.

The engagement of the eye-loops and lac-
ingisa 5piral one, which allows a free sliding.

Thelacing will be longer-lived in this struc-
ture than in those embodying eyelets and the
like, because the movement of the body caus-
ing the meeting edges of a garment or article
to move in oppositelengthwise directions will
not in this structure move the lacing in the
eyes. There will instead be a mutunal yield.

By passing or wrapping the textile or flexi-
ble strips B B around or about the stays A A
in the mannerherein shown and deseribed the
said stays are made to bear practically all di-
rect strains incident to tight lacing or draw-

‘ing together of the two parts of a corset or

other article, it being understood that the
stitehing which passes through such strips is
only subjected to the lesser or indirect strains
and is mainly employed for maintaining the
eye-loops in proper positions to receive the
lacing-cord. It will also be seen that by pass-
ing the said flexible strip first to one side and
then the other of the stay A a plurality of
broad bearings for said strip is obtained
transversely of the stay capable of sustain-
ing great stress brought thereon in the direc-
tion of either side of the stay—such, for in-
stance, as may be caused by the bursting tend-
ency of a corset or shoe when tightly laced.

Having deseribed my invention, I claim—

1. A stay and a continuous stup of flexible
material passed about the same first to one
side and then the other transversely and in
excess of the width of the stay to form eye-
loops for receiving a lacing, said strip being
secured to the stay. |

2. A stay and a continuous strip of flexible
material passed about the same first to one
side and then the other transversely and .in
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excesslof the width of the stay to form eye-
loops for receiving a lacing said strip being

secured to the sba.y at the edn'e of the Iatter
adjacent the loops.

3. A stay and a continunous strip of flexible
material passed about the same first to one
side and then the other transversely and in
excess of the width of the stay and forming
eye-loops for receiving a lacing, each mem-
ber of each loop being secured to the stay.

4. A stay and a continuous strip of flexible
material passed about the same first to one
side and then the other transversely and in
excess of the width of the stay and forming
eye-loops for receiving a lacing, said strip be-
ing secured to the stay at the edge of the lat-

- ter adjacent the loops by means of stitching

20

‘passing through each member of the loops

and the stay.
5. A fastener comprising opposwel y- located

stays each having a strip of textile material

wound about the same spirally and secured
to the stay to form eye-loops beyond the in-

ner edge thereof, and a doubled crossed lac-

ing-strip passing through such eye-loops al-
ternately from side to side.
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6. Astay a.nd a continaous strm of flexible

- material passed about the same first to one

side and then the other transversely and in

- excess of the width of the stay at both edges
thereof, and forming eye-loops at each edge

of the stay for receiving a lacing.

7. A stay and a continuous strip of flexible
material passed about the same first to one
side and then the other transversely and in
excess of the width of the stay at both edges
thereof, and forming eye-loops at each edge
of the stay for receiving a lacing, said strip
being secured to the stay at each edge thereof
by stitching passing through both the mem-

‘bers of the loops and the stay.

8. A fastenercomprising oppositely-located
stays, each having a flexible strip of textile

material twined about the same in a spiral di-

rection, and secured near one edge of the stay
bystitehing,
loops at the inner edges of the stays, and a
lacing-strip passing in and out of the loops.

WILLIAM J. PAYNE.

Witnesses: |
F. M. ELLIOTT,
GEORGE K. GRAHAM.

said strips being formed into eye-
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