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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, JAMES TRAVIS, a citi-

zen of the United States, and a resident of
Cascade, Cascade county, State of Montana,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Dancing Toys; and my pre-
foerred manner of carrying out the invention
is set forth in the following full, ¢lear, and ex-
act deseription, terminating with a claim par-
ticularly specifying the novelty. °

This invention relates to games and toys,
and more especially to that class of devices
called ‘figure toys;” and the object of the
same is to produce a dancing jack capable of
executing the particular steps desired by the
operator and to the accompaniment of proper
music. | | | |

To this end the invention consists, broadly,

~ in the combined use of a spring-handle for
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supporting the figure and independent means
for agitating the same by a spring-board; and
it consists particularly in the details of con-
struetion for earrying out this idea, all as set
forth in the following specification and shown
in the accompanying drawings, wherein—

Figure I is a perspective view in outline of
the device in use by the operator.
a plan view of the spring-board. Fig. 111 is
a side elevation of the spring-board and ful-
crum. '

In the drawings, 1 is the figure, here shown
and usually contemplated as an imitation of
the human form. - By preference it is a iig-

“ure some twelve inches high, whose arms and

legs are jointed and whose knees and elbows
are jointed, all joints being of any approved
type. The trunk or body of the figure 18 not
jointed, and from its back projects rigidly a

“handle 2, by which the left hand of the oper-
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ator supports the figure. -This handle itself
is flexible,whereby a slight motion of the hand

will produce considerable movement of the

figure.

- 318 the “spring-board,” so called, though |

it might be of metal, and near its inner end
it has a cross-piece 4, beyoud which its inner
extremity 5 projects for a slight distance.

6 is the fulerum, which is a block of wood
or similar material.

Fig. 1118

of the cross-piece 4, as will be clear.

In use the falerum islaid on a chair or seat, 5o '

as shown in Fig. I, the inner end of the spring-

board laid thereon, and the operator sits, as
indieated,with his limbs passing over the ends
| With
the finger of his right hand he taps gently
upon the spring-board at a point forward of
the cross-piece and the fulerum, this tapping
keeping time with the beats of the music be-
ing played. Meanwhile with his left hand he
agitates the figure by manipulating the spring-
handle. Practice will develop considerable

agility, and I have found that when the trunk

is carried or moved by the handle in one hand
and the legs are caused to move by a flexible
spring-board, which is vibrated by the other
hand, the figure can be caused to execute quite
a variety of steps, such as clog-dances, dc.
I have also found that it is not possible to
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cause the figureto executeany variety of steps -

unless there are two instrumentalities for con-
trolling the figure, and these two are governed
by the different hands of the operator. In
automatic toys it will be clear that whatever
step is executed it is always the same. In
manually-operated toys the step is rarely the

same, and by my invention it will never be

twice the same.
‘What is claimed as new 1s—

In a dancing toy, the combination with the |

figure having hinged joints, and aspring-han-
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| dle projecting rearwardly from the trunk of

the figure; of a spring-board independent of .

such figure and handle and having a cross-
piece near its inner end adapted to be held

down by the operator’s limbs while its inner
extremity rests on a support, and a fulecrum-

block between the support and the spring-

board at a point forward of said cross-piece,
the whole adapted for operation as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
seribed my signature this the 30th day of
April, A. D. 1901. o

JAMES TRAVIS.

- Witnesses: -
"H. D. HALL,
R. T. GORHAM.
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