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To all whom it may concern:

LBeitknownthat we, CHARLES K. SHAW and
WILLIAM T. SHAW, ecitizens of the United
States, and residents of Bellport, inthe county
of Suffolk and State of New York, have in-
vented new and useful Improvements in Oys-
ter-lTongs, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact deseription.

The object of the invention is to provide
new and improved oyster-tongs which are
simple and durable in construetion and ar-
ranged for loosening, gathering, and secu rely
holding the oysters without requiring undue
physical exertion on the part of the operator
when dredging for oysters, the construction
permittingcorwenienrm]dquiek repairofany
one of the parts.

The invention consists of novel features
and parts and combinations of the same, -as
will be more fully described hereinafter and
then pointed out in the claims. |

A practical embodiment of the invention is
represented in the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of this specitication, in which

similar characters of reference indicate cor-

responding parts in all the views,

IFigure 1 is a perspective view of the im-
provement. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal inside
view of one of the jaws, the handle being
shown in section. Fig. 3 is a cross-section of
the tooth-bar and a tooth inserted therein;
and Fig. 4 is a cross-section of the liaprove-
ment. |

T'he jaws A of the oyster-tongs are alike in

construction, and each consists; essentially,

of a solid metal tooth-bar B, in which are in-
serted the spaced teeth C for loosening the
oysters in the oyster-bed when the device 18
used—that is, when the operator works the
jaws toward each other by manipulating the
crossed handles D in the usual manner, the
sald handles being connected with each other
by a pivot E and secured at their lower ends
between the prongs of forks I, integrally se-
cured to the tooth-bars B at or nearthe middle
thereof, .

Each of the jaws is provided with a grate
formed by grate-rods G, spaced apart and ex-
tending longitudinally and approximately
parallel with the tooth-bar B, the Inwardly-
curved and spaced ends of the said grate-rods

being secured to the tooth-bar B at the points |

at the ends thereof, as plainly illustrated in
the drawings. |

Each tooth-bar B is curved in two direc-
tions—that is, outwardly and npwardly—and
the teeth C extend from the tooth-bar B in
the same plane in which the bar is curved
upwardly, as will be readily understood by
reference to [Mig. 3, and the teeth C of each
tooth-bar inerease in length from the end
teeth toward the middle ones, the points of
the teeth standing in a straight line. (See
['ig. 2.) Byecurvingthe bar B ountwardly and
the grate-rods G in the same direction a more
basket-like formn is given to the head of the
oyster-tongs, so as to readily accommodate
the oystersloosened and gathered by the jaws.
By having the tooth-bars B curved n pwardly
and the teeth arranged as described it is evi-
dent that the teeth are longest at the middle
of each jaw and are consequently more ef-
fective in loosening the oysters without dan-
ger of the outer shorter teeth becoming em-
bedded too far in the oyster-bed to require
strong physical exertion on the part of the op-

erator to work the jawsinto a closed position.

By having the jaws arranged as deseribed

‘1t requires cowmparatively little power or ex-
‘ertion on the partof the operator to manipu-

late the jaws to loosen and
oysters in the jaws.

As shown in Fig. 1, the middle portions of
the grate-rods G are formed into eyes G, en-

gather up the

gaged by bolts or rivets H extending trans-

versely through the prongs F of the shanks
and through the lower ends of the handles D,
S0 as to secure the parts mentioned firmly to-
gether. | -

The teeth Caredriven into spaced diamet-
rical apertures in the bars B, so that the teeth

i are securely held in each solid bar B by fric-
tional contact between the teeth and the walls

of the apertures. Now this construction per-
mits of readily removing an unbroken or 11]-
Jured tooth from the bar and replacing it with
a new one without requiring the aid of a
skilled mechanie. - ~
Oyster-tongs constructed in the manner
shown and described are exceedingly durable

and strong and are not liable to loseé their-

shape when used, as is so frequently the case
with oyster-tongs as heretofore constructed.
Having thus described our invention, we
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claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— - |

1. Oyster-tongs having jaws, and handles.

pivotally connected with each other and se-
cured to the jaws, to open and close the lat-
ter, each jaw comprising a tooth-bar curved
upwardly and teeth inserted in the said bar,
extending approximately . in the
which the baris curved upwardly, asset forth.

9. Oyster-tongs having jaws, and handles

pivotally connected with each other and se-

cured to the jaws, to open and close the lat-
tor, each jaw comprising a tooth-bar curved

upwardly and teeth inserted in the said bar,

and extending approximately in the planein
which the bar is curved upwardly, the teeth
increasing in length from the ends of the jaw
to the middle thereof, as set forth.

-~ 8. Oyster-tongs having jaws, and handles
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pivotally connected with each other and se-
cured to the jaws, to open and close the lat-

ter, each jaw comprising a tooth-bar curved

upwardly and teeth inserted in the said bar,
and extending approximately in the plane in
which the bar is curved upwardly, the teeth

increasing in length from theends of the jaw |

to the middle thereof, and the points of the
teeth lying in an approximately straight line,
extending from the point of one end tooth to
the point of the other end tooth, asset forth.

4. Oyster-tongs having a jaw, comprising |

an outwardly-curved toothed bar, and corre-
spondingly-curved grate-rods, spaced apart
and extending approximately parallel to the

toothed bar,the ends of the rods being ecurved |

downwardly and secured to the said toothed
bar at different points from the ends thereof,
as set forth. -

plane in

711,351

5. Oyster-tongs having a jaw, comprising
an outwardly-curved toothed bar, a shank ex-
tending integral from the middle thereof for

4.0

receiving the handle, and correspondingly-

curved grate-rods, spaced apart and extend-

ing approximately parallel to the said bar,

the ends of the grate-rods being curved down-’

wardly and secured to the bar at different
points from the ends of the said bar, the mid-
dle portions of the rods being secured o the
said integral shank, as set forth.

6. Oyster-tongs having a jaw, comprising a
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tooth - bar, extending longitudinally and -

curved outwardly and upwardly, a shank in-
tegral with the middle of the bar to receive
the handle, teeth inserted in the bar and ex-
tendingin the plane in which the baris curved
upwardly, longitndinal grate-rods spaced

apart and having their downwardly-carved

ends secured in the bar at different points
from the ends thereof, each of the grate-bars
being formed at its middle with an eye, and

‘means engaging the said eye and the shank,

to secure the grate-rods to the shank, as set
forth. |
7. Oyster - tongs having each of its jaws
formed of an upwardly-curved bar, and teeth
secured in said bar and increasing in length

from the ends of the bar to the middle there-

of, as set forth. _
In testimony whereof we have signed our
names to this specification in the presence of

“two subscribing witnesses.

CHARLES K. SHAW.
| WILLIAM T. SHAW.,
Witnesses: -
JosErH M. SHAW, Jr.,

CHARLES W. WALLING.
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